Google 


This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world’s books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that’s often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book’s long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 


Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google’s system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google “watermark” you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can’t offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book’s appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 


About Google Book Search 


Google’s mission is to organize the world’s information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world’s books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 


at jhttp : //books . qooqle . com/ 


CU56337124 

366.3 Un33 Compendium of the pf 






UN % 

S LIBRARIES 
u 

\ 


\ 



■< 

/ 


e >rv of ** 


generau 

LIBRARY! 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



A 

COMPENDIUM 

t 

OF THE 

PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 


OF 


ftspl JU(h Hasans, 

OF THE UNITED STATES, 

From the 34th day of Oetober, 1797, tp the 2nd Tuesday of September I860, 


COMPILED BY ORDER OP THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER, 

By B.^B. FRENCH, 


GFNERAL GRAND SECRETARY. 

- mu- ■ 



BALTIMORE.* 

PRINTED BY JOSEPH ROBINSON. 
, 1859 . 



1 


Digitized by Google 



/ 36^,3 

Ijyy] 3 3 




Digitized by boogie 


w-jvw 


INTRODUCTION. 


At the Session of the G. G. Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of the United 

States, at Hartford, in September 1856, the following proceedings took 
place, viz. : 

On motion of Companion Fellows, 

“ Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to prepare a compendium 
of the proceedings of this General Grand Chapter from its first organization 
to the present convocation , and that the same be published under the super- 
intendence of the G. G. High Priest and the G. G. Secretary, and sold at its 
lowest remunerative price. 

“ Companions Gilman, French, and Courtney were appointed the committee.” 

In accordance with this resolution, the General Grand Secretary proceeded, 
under instructions from the G. G. High Priest, Charles Gilman, Esq., to pre- 
pare the Compendium, and it was completed in the Autumn of 1868. It was 
submitted to Companions Gilman and Courtney as soon after its completion as 
circumstances would permit, and returned with their approval, and a written 
order from the G. G. High Priest, for its publication. 

The Compiler has striven to give every fact that he deemed of importance 
to Royal Arch Masons and Royal Arch Masonry. 

As the proceedings up to the sixth regular meeting in 1826 were out of 
print, he has given them very nearly in full. 

He has sought to so arrange the Constitutions as to show every action of the 
G. G. Chapter on them. 

He has omitted only such action as was for the time being, or local, and 
which seemed to be of no interest at the present time. 
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He now submits the work with the approbation of the G. G. High Priest, 
and hopes it may prove acceptable to the Craft. 

B. B. FRENCH, 

General Grand Secretary. 

City op Washington, June let , 1869. 


The undersigned members of the Committee, with Companion French, hereby 
give our approval of the Compendium prepared by him. 

CHARLES GILMAN, 

E. S. COURTNEY. 

Baltimore, May , 1869. 
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A COMPENDIUM, Ac. 


FIRST MEETING OF A CONVENTION TO FORM A GRAND 
CHAPTER. 1797. 

“ At a Convention of Committees from the following Chapters 
of Royal Arch Masons, viz : St. Andrew’s Chapter, Boston; 
Temple Chapter, Albany; and Newburyport Chapter; holden at 
Mason’s Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, Wednesday, 24th October, 
5797: 

. “ Present — M. E. Benjamin Hurd, Jr., H. P.,of St. Andrew’s 
Chapter; E. John Soley, Jr., K., of St. Andrew’s Chapter; 
William Woart, Sec., of St. Andrew’s Chapter ; M. E. Thomas 
S. Webb, H. P., of Temple Chapter, Albany ; John Hanmer, 
Scribe, of Temple Chapter, Albany ; E. Jonathan Gage, P. K., 
of Newburyport Chapter ; E. Joshua Greenleaf, K., of Newbury- 
port Chapter. 

“ The Most Excellent % Thomas Smith Webb, was chosen Chair- 
man, and William Woart, Scribe.” 

The Companions above named being regular Royal Arch 
Masons, having produced the credentials of their appointment by 
the several Chapters affixed to their names, as committees from 
said Chapters, to meet with any or every Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, within the States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New York, or with 
any Committee duly appointed by any or all of said Chapters, 
and deliberate on the propriely and expediency of erecting a Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, within the said States : upon 
motion being made and seconded, Resolved unanimously , that the 
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following Circular Letter be forwarded to each of the Chapters 
within the said States, and that Companions Benjamin Hurd, Jr., 
of St. Andrew’s Chapter, Boston; Thomas S. Webb, of Temple 
Chapter, Albany; and Jonathan Gage, of Newburyport Chapter, 
be and they and either of them hereby are appointed a Committee 
for the purpose of transmitting copies of these proceedings and 
receiving Communications and answers from said Chapters. 


(CIRCULAR.) 

Companions: 

t 

From time immemorial, we find that Grand Lodges of Free 
and Accepted Masons have been established wherever Masonry has 
flourished for the purpose of granting warrants for the erecting pri- 
vate Lodges, as well as for the establishment of certain general 
rules and regulations for the government of the same. 

It is an opinion generally received, and we think well authenti- 
cated, that no Grand Lodge of Master Masons can claim or exer- 
cise authority %ver any Convention or Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, nor can any Chapter, although of standing immemorial, 
exercise the authority of a Grand Chapter. We therefore think 
it highly expedient for the regular government of all Chapters 
within the said States, who exercise th6 rights and privileges of 
Royal Arch Masons, and to prevent irregularities in the propagation 
and use of those rights and privileges, that there should be a Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons established within those States. 
And whereas this Convention has received official information 
from our companions at Philadelphia, that the several Chapters 
within their vicinity have recently assembled and established a Grand 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for their government. In con- 
formity to their example, we think it our duty to recommend to 
the several Chapters within the said States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New 
York, to unite and form a Grand Chapter for the said States. 
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The local situation of the States before mentioned, the easy and 
frequent intercourse between their several principal towns and cities, 
as well as the similarity of habits, manners and customs, as citizens 
and as Masons, which prevail throughout the said States, induce us 
to believe that a union of all the Chapters therein in one Grand 
Chapter, will have the most useful, lasting and happy effects in the 
uniform distribution and propagation of the sublime degrees of 
Masonry. They therefore take liberty of recommending to the 
consideration of your Most Excellent Chapter, the propriety of 
appointing one or more delegate or delegates to represent your 
Chapter at a meeting of the several Chapters before mentioned, to 
be holden at the City of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, on 
the fourth Wednesday of January next ensuing, investing them 
with full power and authority, in conjunction with the other Dele- 
gates, to form and open a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, 
and to establish a Constitution for the government and regulation 
of all the Chapters that now are or may be hereafter erected within 
the said States. i 

( Signed,) 

Benjamin Hurd, Jr., 

John Solky, Jr., 

William Woart, 

Committee of St. Andrew’s Chapter , Boston . 

Jonathan Gage, 

Joshua Greenleaf, Jr. 

* Committee of Newbvryport Chapter . 

Thomas S. Webb, 

John Hanmbr, 

Committee of Temple Chapter, Albany. 

i 

A true Record of the doiugs of this Convention of Committees, 
24th October, 1797. 

(Attest,) 

William Woart, Scribe. 
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SECOND MEETING OP A CONVENTION TO FORM A GRAND 
CHAPTER. 1798. 

At a Convention of Delegates, appointed by the several Chap- 
ters of Royal Arch Masons, affixed to their respective names, 
assembled at the City of Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, on 
the 24th day of January, A. L. 5798, agreeably to the recom- 
mendation of a Convention of Committees assembled at Boston, in 
the State of Massachusetts, in October, 1797: 

present : 

Instituted 5769. — Delegates St. Andrew's Chapter , Boston , Mass. 

Benjamin Hurd, Jr., - - - - M. E. H. P. 

Henry Fowle, Scribe . 

William Woart, - Sec ’ ry . 

Instituted 579(/— King Cyrus Chapter , Newburyport, Mass . 
Joshua Greenleaf, Jr., - - - E. K. 

Jonathan Gage, P.K. 

Instituted 5793 — Providence Chapter, No. 2, Providence, R. I. 
Rev. Abraham Lynsen Clarke, - - M. E. H. P . 

» William Wilkinson, S . 

Instituted 5794 — Solomon Chapter, Derby , Connecticut. 
Daniel Hoi&rqok. 

Instituted 5796 — Franklin Chapter , No. 4, Norwich , Connecticut. 
Gurdon Lath hop. 

Instituted 5796* — Franklin Chapter, No. 6, New Haven , Connecticut. 
Peter Johnston, - - - - M. E. H. P. 

Instituted 5796. — Hudson Chapter, Hudson , New York. 
Samuel Edmonds, Jr., - - - M. E. H. P. 

John C. Ten Broeck. 

M. E. Companion Benjamin Hurd, Jr., was elected President, 

William Woart, 

Scribe to the Convention . 
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The Delegates above named produced their several credentials 
of their appointment by the several Chapters affixed to their re- 
spective names, which, being read and approved, the Convention 

Resolved unanimously , That the Delegates who compose this 
Convention being invested with ample powers, will establish a 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, for the States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont and New 
York, to be denominated the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the 
Northern States of America. 

Resolved , That Companions Rev. Abm. L. Clark, H. P. of 
Providence Chapter, and Jona. Gage, P. K., King Cyrus’ Chap- 
ter, be and they hereby are appointed a committee to confer with 
Most Worshipful Br. Judd, on the subject of an Association, said 
to be entered into, by the several Chapters in the State of 
Connecticut. 

Resolved , That Companions William Woart, of St. Andrew’s 
Chapter, and Jonathan Gage, of King Cyrus’ Chapter, be a com- 
mittee to confer with Stephen Titus Hosmer, Esq., of Middletown, 
on the same subject. 

Resolved , That Companions Rev. Abm. L. Clarke, and Sami. 
Edmonds, be a committee to confer with Ephraim Kerby,Esq , on 
the same subject. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow, the 25th inst., at this place. 

A true record of the proceedings of this day. 

( Attest ,) 

Wm. Woart, 

Scribe to the Convention . 
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January, 25th inst ., 5798. The Convention met agreeably to 
adjournment. 

PRESENT AS BEFORE. 

Delegate Temple Chapter, Albany , New York . 

Thomas S. Webb, - - - - P. H. P. 

Horeb Chapter , Whitcstown , New York . 

Jedediah Saucer, Esq., - - - E.K. 

produced the credentials of their appointment, as Delegates for the 
Chapters affixed to their names, which were read and approved. 

Resolved, Upon report of the several committees appointed for 
that purpose, that Companions Judd, Hosmer and Kirby, and such 
of their companions, members of a Convention of Committees 
from several Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, in the State of 
Connecticut, as they may wish present, be invited to attend the 
sitting of this Convention, in order to establish a perfect under- 
standing between the two Conventions, and that Companions 
Gage and Woart, be a committed to wait on them, with a copy of 
the above vote. 

Resolved , That Companions Rev. Abraham L. Clarke, H. P., of 
Providertce Chapter, Samuel Edmonds, H. P. of Hudson Chapter, 
and William Woart, Secretary of St. Andrew’s Chapter, be and 
they are hereby appointed, a committee to draft and report a form 
of a Constitution, for the government of said Chapter. 

Adjourned until to-morrow, the 26th inst. 

A true record of the proceedings of the Convention, this day. 

( Attest,) 

William Woart, Scribe. 

January 26th, 5798. The Convention met agreeably to ad- 
journment. 

PRESENT AS BEFORE. 

Resolved, That the following form of a Constitution, as reported 
by the Committee, be and it is hereby adopted. 
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CONSTITUTION. 


“ Whereas, the several Chapters of Royal Arch Masons in the 
Stales of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connec- 
ticut, Vermont and New York, are destitute of any supreme head 
or superintending: power ; and whereas, from time immemorial, 
we find Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons have been 
established wherever Masonry has flourished, for the purpose of 
granting warrants for the institution of private Lodges, as well as 
for the establishment of certain general rules and regulations for 
the government of the same : 

“ And whereas, it is an opinion generally received, and well 
authenticated, that no Grand Lodge of Master Masons can claim 
or exercise authority over any Constitution or Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, nor any Chapter, although of standing immemorial, 
exercise the authority of a Grand Chapter. And whereas, it is 
highly expedient for the regular government of all Chapters with- 
in the said States, who exercise the rights and privileges of Royal 
Arch Masons, and to prevent irregularities in the diffusion and use 
of those rights and privileges, that there should be a Grand Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons established within said States. 

ft Therefore, we, the delegates of St. Andrew’s Chapter, Bos- 
ton ; King Cyrus’s Chapter, Newburyport ; Providence Chapter, 
Providence ; Solomon Chapter, Derby ; Franklin Chapter, No. 
4, Norwich ; Franklin Chapter, No. 6, New Haven ; Temple 
Chapter, Albany ; Hudson Chapter, Hudson ; andHoreb Chapter, 
Whitestown ; to establish order and uniformity, to promote love 
and charity among Masons, and render more general and exten- 
sive the principles of benevolence and philanthropy, do ordain and 
establish this as a Constitution for a Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
for the States aforesaid, to be denomirfated the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the Northern States of America. 

Section I. “ The Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall consist of 
a Grand High Priest, a Grand King, a Grand Scribe, a Grand 
Secretary, a Grand Chaplain, a Grand Treasurer, a Grand Mar* 
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shal, and likewise of the Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and 
Scribes of the several Deputy Grand Chapters hereinafter enu- 
merated, for the time being, and of the Past Grand High Priests, 
Kings and Scribes of the said Grand Royal Arch Chapter, and 
the said enumerated officers shall be the only members and volers 
of the said Grand Royal Arch Chapter. 

Sec. 2. “ There shall be in each of the States, within the ju* 
risdiction of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, a Deputy Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter, which shall consist of a Deputy Grand High 
Priest, King and Scribe, Secretary, Chaplain, Treasurer, Mar- 
shal, and likewise of the High Priests, Kings and Scribes, for the 
time being, of the respective Chapters in the States over which 
it presides, and of the Past Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings 
and Scribes of the said Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapter, and 
the said enumerated officers shall be the only members and voters 
of the said Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapter. 

Sec. 3. “ When the Deputy Grand High Priest, King or Scribe, 
of any of the Deputy Grand Chapters in this jurisdiction, cannot 
personally attend the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, or when the 
High Priest, King or Scribe of any Chapter cannot personally 
attend the Deputy Grand Chapter, they shall severally have the 
authority to constitute a proxy, which proxy shall have the same 
powers as his constituent* 

Sec. 4. “ The first Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall be holden 
in the City of Middletown, in the State of Connecticut, on the 
third Wednesday of September next ; and afterwards once in 
every two years at such place as the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
shall direct. 

Sec. 5. “ The officers of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall 
be elected by ballot, once in every two years, by the members of 
the Grand Royal Arch Chapter present ; a majority of votes shall 
be necessary to constitute a choice ; and proxies present shall be 
accounted members ; and the officers elected at the time of the 
adoption of this Constitution, shall be the officers of said Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter to continue in office until the meeting of the 
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Grand Royal Arch Chapter, at the City of Middletown, on the 
third Wednesday of September next, when a new election of 
officers shall take place. 

Sec. 6. “ The High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the several 
Chapters within the States aforesaid, shall meet in manner follow- 
ing, viz : For Massachusetts, in Boston, and Rhode Island, at 
Providence, on the Tuesday following the second Monday of 
Murch next ; for Connecticut, at Hartford, on the third Wednes- 
day of May next ; for New York, at Albany, on the second Tues- 
day of March next ; who shall severally elect, by ballot, their 
Deputy Grand Officers, as hereinbefore enumerated. 

Sec. 7. “ The Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters shall se- 
verally be holden annually, at such times and places as they shall 
respectively direct ; and the Deputy Grand High Priests, respec- 
tively, for the time being, may, at any time, call a special Deputy 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, to meet at such place as they shall, 
severally, think proper. 

Sec. 8. “ The officers of the Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ters shall be chosen annually (after said first choice) by ballot, at 
such time and place as they shall respectively appoint, by the 
members of the Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapter present ; a 
majority of votes shall be necessary to constitute a choice, and 
proxies present shall be accounted members. 

Sec. 9. “ In case of the vacancy of any office, by reason of 
the absence of the proper officer, the next officer in rank shall act 
in his place and stead ; and whenever it becomes necessary that 
the Grand High Priest, in the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, or the 
Deputy Grand High Priest, in the Deputy Grand Royal Arch 
Chapters, respectively, or first officer, for the time being, shall fill 
any vacancy by nomination. 

Sec. 10. “The Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters shall 
(subject to the provisions hereafter mentioned) have the govern- 
ment and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chapters, 
and of the Lodges of Most Excellent Masters, Past Masters, and 
Mark Master Masons, within their respective jurisdictions ; and 
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shnil have power, by patent, under their seal, and the sign manual 
of the Deputy Grand High Priest, for the time being, attested by 
their Secretary, to constitute new Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges 
of Most Excellent, Past Masters, and Mark Master Mason’s de- 
grees ; to establish an uniform mode of working — to assign the 
limits of the Royal Arch Chapters respectively — and to superin- 
tend and regulate the general police of Royal Arch Masonry 
within their respective jurisdictions, according to the ancient usages 
and customs of Royal Arch Masonry. 

Sec. 11. “The several Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters, 
subject to the provisions herein mentioned, shall have power to 
make such By-Laws for their own government, as they may 
think proper. 

Sec. 12. “The Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters, upon 
granting a charter to a newly constituted Chapter or Lodge, within 
their jurisdictions, may require such reasonable fees as by the By- 
Laws of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall be established. 

Sec. 13. “ That until the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, or the 
Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chapters, in the respective States, shall 
order otherwise, the regulations heretofore adopted by the Chap- 
ters in said States respectively be considered obligatory on them. 

Sec. 14. “The Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall exclusively 
have the power of hearing and determining all controversies 
between the Chapters within their jurisdiction, and of making such 
rules and regulations as they shall deem necessary to carry this 
Constitution into effect. 

Sec. 15. “The Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall have the 
general superintendence of the Deputy Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ters respectively, with the right of appellate jurisdiction over all 
their proceedings and determinations, with power to affirm or dis- 
annul them. 

Sec. 16. “ That for the purpose of raising the requisite funds 
of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, and furthering the necessary 
and important objects of its institution, it shall have power to re- 
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quire from the several Chapters within its jurisdiction, such reason- 
able proportion of sums, by them respectively received for the ad- 
vancement and exaltation of candidates, as by its ordinances shall 
be hereafter appointed. 

Sec. 17. “That all Chapters within the States aforesaid, not 
now represented in this Convention, may at any time hereafter, on 
ratifying this Constitution, be admitted and entitled to all the 
rights and privileges of the Chapters now represented. 

Sec. 18. u That until there shall be a Deputy Grand Chapter 
established within the States of Vermont and New Hampshire, the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall have the sole power of granting 
charters for opening Chapters within the said States. 

Sec. 19. “ That it shall be competent for the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter at any time hereafter, on concurrence of two-thirds 
of its members, to revise, amend, and alter this Constitution at 
pleasure.” 

Resolved , That a Circular Letter, signed by the President, and 
countersigned by the Scribe to this Convention, be written to the 
several Chapters within the States above mentioned not represented 
in this Convention, expressive of our wishes that they may unite 
with us in carrying this Constitution into effect, — and that Com- 
panions Thomas S. Webb, Samuel Edmonds, William Woartand 
William Wilkinson, be and they are hereby appointed a committee 
for that purpose. 

Resolved , That five hundred copies of the Constitution and 
Journals of the Convention be printed, and that Companions 
Webb, Edmonds, Woart and Wilkinson, be a Committee to super- 
intend the Printing,; and to forward twenty copies to each Chapter 
under the Jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter. 

Resolved , That this Convention now proceed agreeably to tbe 
Constitution, to the election of the several officers of the Grand 
Chapter by ballot, which being accordingly done, the following 
companions were declared to be duly elected to the several offices 
affixed to their respective names— -the Convention voting by Chap- 
ter? — each Chapter entitled to one vote and no more, viz. : 
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Ephraim Kirby, Esq., of Litchfield, Connecticut, Grand High 
Priest ; Benjamin Hurd, Jr., of Charlestown, Massachusetts, 
Grand King ; Thomas S. Webb, of Albany, New York, Grand 
Scribe ; William Woart, of Boston, Massachusetts, Grand Secre- 
tary ; Rev. Abraham Lynsen Clarke, of Providence, Grand Chap- 
lain ; Stephen Titus Hosmer, of Middletown, Connecticut, Grand 
Treasurer ; Gurdon Lathrop, of Norwich, Connecticut, Grand 
Marshal. 

Most Excellent Companion Hurd, being the oldest High Priest 
present, then proceeded to install the Grand High Priest elect, who 
thereupon installed the other officers, agreeably to ancient usage 
and custom. 

Adjourned to meet again, 27th inst. 

(Attest,) 

Wm. Woart, Scribe. 


January 27th , 5798. The Convention met agreeably to ad- 
journment. 

PRESENT AS BEFORE. 

Resolved , That the several Deputy Grand Chapters within the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter, shall, for every warrant of 
Constitution granted for the institution of new Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masons, require the sum of forty dollars. 

Resolved , That Companions Peter Johnson and Daniel Hub- 
bard, be and they are hereby appointed a Committee to wait on 
Companion S. T. Hosmer, Esq., and inform him of his appoint- 
ment to the office of Grand Treasurer, and solicit his acceptance 
thereof. 

Resolved , That the thanks of this Convention be presented to 
M. E. Companion Hurd, President, for the important services he 
has rendered. 
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OHARGRS ASSESSED OX THE FOLLOWING CHAPTERS : 


St. Andrew’s Chapter, Boston, 

10$. 6 d. 

18*. 

£1 

8s. 6rf. 

King Cyrus’ Chapter, Newbury - 





porf, 

10$. 6d. 

189. 

J 1 

8s. 6 d. 

Providence Chapter, Providence, 

10$. 6d. 

IS*. 

^”1 

8s. 6 d. 

Solomon Chapter, Derby, Conn., 

10$. 6 d. 

18*. 


8*. 6 d. 

Franklin Chapter, No. 6, New 





Haven, Connecticut, 

10$. 6 d. 

18*. 


8*. 6 d. 

Franklin Chapter, No. 4, Norwich, 




Connecticut, 

10*. 6 d. 

18*. 

£1 

8s. 6 d. 

Temple Chapter, Albany, N. Y., 

10*. M. 

18*. 

£1 

8s. 6 d. 

Hudson Chapter, Hudson, N. Y. 

10*. 6rf. 

18*. 

£ 1 

8*. 6 d. 

Horeb Chapter, Whitestown, N. Y. 

10*. 6 d. 

18s. 

£V 

8*. 6 d. 


.^12 16$. 6 d. 

Expenses of the House, Secretary, &c., 4 14$. 6d. 


Balance, 


-£8 2 $. 0 d . 


Hartford, January 21th , 5798. Then received of Wm. Woart, 
Grand Secretary of ihe Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern 
States of America, the sum of eight pounds, two shillings.- — $27. 

Grand Treasurer. 


(Attest,) 

Wm. Woart, Grand Secretary. 


FIRST MEETING OF THE GRAND CHAPTER, AFTER ITS 
ORGANIZATION, 1798. 

At a meeting of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern 
States of America, held in the City of Middletown, in the State 
of Connecticut, on the third Wednesday of September, 5798, 
agreeably to the Constitution, for the choice of Officers : 

present : 

Companions William Woart, General Grand Secretary ; Rev. 
Abraham L. Clarke, General Grand Chaplain ; Excellent Benj. 
3 
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Hurd, jr., General Grand King, was represented by Companion 
Henry Fowle, of St. Andrew’s Chapter, Massachusetts, his proxy , 
Excellent James Harrison, Deputy Grand Scribe, Massachusetts, 
represented by Companion Samuel Billings, his proxy; Excellent 
Seth Wheaton, Deputy Grand High Priest, Excellent Gershom 
Jones, Deputy Grand King, and Samuel Eddy, Deputy Grand 
Scribe, Deputy Grand Chapter, Rhode Island, represented by 
Excellent Companion, Rev. Abraham Lynsen Clarke, their 
proxy. 

Agreeably to Constitution, the Grand Chapter proceeded to the 
choice of Officers, when on sorting and counting the votes, the 
old officers were all declared re-elected. 

Resolved , That this meeting be, and the same hereby is ad- 
journed to the second Wednesday of January next, then to meet 
at Providence, in the State of Rhode Island. 

( Attest J 

Wm. Wo art, Grand Secretary. 


SECOND REGULAR MEETING OF THE GRAND CHAPTER, 1799. 

At a meeting of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern 
States of America, held at Providence, in the State of Rhode 
Island, oh the second Wednesday of January, 5799, agreeably to 
adjournment : 


present : 

Excellent Benj. Hurd, jr., 

Thomas S. Webb, 

James Harrison, 

Rev. Abraham L. Clarke, 


g h . p., protein. 
g.k., pro tern. 
g. s., pro tern. 

G. CHAPLAIN. 

William Woart, G. Secretary, by J. Harrison, his proxy. 

MASSACHUSETTS GRAND CHAPTER. 

Excellent Companion Benj. Hurd, n. g. h. p. 

“ “ James Harrison, - - d. g. s. 
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RHODE ISLAND GRAND CHAPTER. 

Excellent Companion Gershom Jones, - - - d. g. k. 

u tg Samuel Eddy, - - * d. g. s. 

NEW YORK GRAND CHAPTER. 

Excellent Comp. DeWitt Clinton, Esq., - - n. g. h. p. 

“ “ Thomas Frothingham, - - n. g. k. 

“ “ Jedediah Sanger, - - - d. g. s. 

Voted, that Benjamin Hurd, Jr., Thomas S. Webb, and James 
Harrison, be a committee to revise the Constitution, and report 
such alterations and amendments thereto, as they shall find neces- 
sary to be made. 

Voted, that Benj. Hurd, Jr., Thos. S. Webb, and Jas. Harrison, 
be a committee to report such Rules of Order as may be deemed ne- 
cessary for the government of the Grand Chapter while at business. 

Voted, to adjourn until to morrow morning, nine o’clock. 


At a meeting of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter, agreeably to 
adjournment, January I()th, 5799 : 


present : 

Most Excellent Benj. Hurd, jr., 

“ Thomas S. Webb, - 

“ James Harrison, 

“ Rev. Abraham L. Clarke, - 

“ William Woart, Grand Secretary, by E. Comp 

James Harrison, his proxy. 

„ MASSACHUSETTS. 


g. h. p., pro tern. 

G. K. 

g. s. 

G. C. 


By Excellent Benj. Hurd, Jr., - 
“ James Harrison, - 


D. O. H. P. 
D. G. S. 
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RHODE ISLAND. 

By Excellent S. Wheaton, 

“ Gershom Jones, - 
“ Samuel Eddy, 

NEW YORK* 

By Excellent De Witt Clinton, - 

“ Thomas Frothinghain, - 

“ Jedediah Sanger, 


D. G. H. V. 
D G. K. 

D. G. 8. 


D. G. H. P. 
D. G. K. 

D. G. S. 


E. Companion Thomas S. Webb, Chairman of the Committee 
appointed to prepare Rules of Order for the government of the 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, reported the following, which were 
unanimously adopted: 


RULES OF ORDER. 

Article 1 . No member of this Grand Royal Arch Chapter can 
be permitted to take a seat in such until he has presented his cre- 
dentials io the acceptance of the Grand Officers. 

Art. 2. No member shall be permitted to depart the Grand 
Chapter without leave, nor without giving the customary salutes* 

Art. 3. Every member who speaks on any subject, shall rise 
and respectfully salute the chair in Masonic form. 

Art. 4. No member shall be permitted to speak more than 
twice to the same question, without permission from the Presiding 
Officer. 

Art. 5. Every motion made and seconded shall be committed 
to writing, and handed to the presiding officer, before the question 
is put. 

Companion Thomas S. Webb, Chairman of the Committee, 
appointed to revise the Constitution, reported the following as 
altered and amended. 
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CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the six Northern States of America, enumerated 
in the preamble,* which shall be holden as is hereinafter directed, 
and shall consist of a General Grand High Priest, General Grand 
King, General Grand Scribe, Secretary, Treasurer, Chaplain 'and 
Marshal, and likewise of the several Grand and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings and Scribes for the time being, of the several 
Grand Chapters hereinafter enumerated, and of the Past General 
Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the said General Grand 
Chapter ; and the said enumerated officers, or their proxies, shall 
be the only members and voters in the said General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter. 

Sec. 2. The General Grand Officers shall be elected by ballot 
on the second Thursday in January, A. I)., 1799, and in every 
seventh year thereafter ; for which, and other purposes, the General 
Grand Chapter shall meet, septennially, in the City of Middletown, 
in the State of Connecticut, on the second Thursday in Jdnuaryl 

Sec. 3. A special meeting of the General Grand Chapter shall 
be called whenever it may be required by a majority of the Grand 
Chapters of the Northern States aforesaid ; provided such requisi- 
tion be made known in writing, by the said Grand Chapters re- 
spectively, to the General Grand High Priest, King or Scribe, of 
the Northern States. And it shall be the duty of the said General 
Officers, and they are each of them, severally authorized, empow- 
ered and directed, upon receiving official notice of such requisi- 
tion from a majority of the Grand Chapters aforesaid, to appoint a 
time and place of meeting, and notify each of the said Grand 
Chapters thereof accordingly. 

Sec. 4. It shall be incumbent on the General Grand High 
Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, severally 
to improve and perfect themselves in the sublime arts, and work 

* See Preamble to the Constitution of 1798, page 11. 
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of Mark Masters, Past Masters, Most Excellent Masters, and 
Royal Arch Masons ; to make themselves masters of the several 
Masonic Lectures and Ancient Charges ; to consult with each 
other, and with the Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings 
and Scribes of the several States aforesaid, for the purpose of 
adopting measures suitable and proper for diffusing a knowledge 
of the said Lectures and Charges, and an uniform mode of work- 
ing , in the several Chapters and Lodges throughout this jurisdic- 
tion; and the better to effect this laudable purpose, the aforesaid 
General Grand Officers are severally hereby authorized and em- 
powered to visit and preside in any and every Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most Excellent, Past or Mark Master 
Masons, throughout the said States, and to give such instructions 
and directions as the good of the fraternity may require, always 
adhering to the ancient landmarks of the Order. 

Sec. 5. In all cases of ihe absence of any officer from any body 
of Masons, instituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, the 
officer next in rank shall succeed his superior; unless through 
courtesy said officer should decline in favor of a past superior offi- 
cer present. And in case of the absence of all the officers from any 
legal meeting of either of the bodies aforesaid, the members present 
according to seniority and abilities, shall fill the several offices. 

Sec. 6 . In every Chapter or Lodge of Masons, instituted or 
holden by virtue of this Constitution, all questions (except upon 
the admission of members or candidates) shall be determined by a 
majority of votes ; the presiding officer for the time being, being 
entitled to vote, if a member ; and in case the votes should at any 
time be equally divided, the presiding officer as aforesaid, shall 
give the casting vote. 

Sec. 7. The General Grand Royal Arch Chapter shall be com- 
petent (on concurrence of two-thirds of its members present) at 
any time hereafter, to revise, amend and alter this Constitution. 
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ARTICLE II. 

OP THE STATE GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS. 

Section 1 . The several Deputy Grand Chapters of the Stales 
before mentioned, shall in future be styled, State Grand Chapters; 
they shall severally consist of a Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand 
High Priest, Grand King, Grand Scribe, Grand Secretary, Grand 
Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, and Grand Marshal, and likewise of 
the High Priests, Kings and Scribes for the time being, of the 
several Chapters over which they shall respectively preside, and of 
the Past Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and 
Scribes of the said Grand Chapters ; and the said enumerated 
officers (or their proxies) shall be the only members and voters in 
the said Grand Chapters respectively. 

Sec. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally be holden at 
least once in every year, at such times and places as they shall re- 
spectively direct; and the Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests 
respectively, for the time being, may at any time, call a special 
meeting, to be holden at such place as they shall severally think 
proper to appoint. 

Sec. 3. The officers of the State Grand Chapters shall be 
chosen annually, by ballot, at such a lime and place, as the said 
Grand Chapters shall respectively direct. 

Sec. 4. The several State Grand Chapters (subject to the pro- 
visions of this Constitution) shall have the sole government and 
superintendence, of the several Royal Arch Chapters, and Lodges 
of Most Excellent, Past and Mark Master Masons ; to assign their 
limits, and settle controversies that may happen between them, 
within their respective jurisdictions ; and shall have power, under 
their respective seals, and the sign manual of their respective 
Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes (or their 
legal proxies) attested by their respective Secretaries, to constitute 
new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodges of Most Excel- 
lent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, within their respective juris- 
dictions. 
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Sec. 5. The Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests severally, 
shall have the power and authority, whenever they shall deem it 
expedient, (during the recess of the Grand Chapter of which they 
are tnembers) to grant Letters of Dispensation, under their respec- 
tive hands, and private seals, to a competent number of petitioners 
(possessing the constitutional qualifications) empowering them to 
open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most Ex- 
cellent, Past and Mark Master Masons, for a certain specified term 
of time ; provided, that the said term of time shall not extend 
beyond the next meeting of the Grand Chapter of the State in 
which such dispensation shall be granted ; and provided further, 
that the same fees as are required by this Constitution for warrants, 
shall be first deposited in the hands of the Grand Treasurer. And 
in all cases of such dispensations, the Grand or Deputy Grand 
High Priests respectively, who may grant the same, shall make 
report thereof, at the next stated meeting of the Grand Chapter of 
their respective jurisdictions, when the said Grand Chapters, 
respectively, may either continue or recall the said dispensations, or 
may grant the petitioners a warrant of Constitution : — And in case 
a warrant shall be granted, the fees first deposited, shall be credited 
in payment for the same ; but if a warrant should not be granted, 
nor the dispensation continued, the said fees shall be refunded to 
the petitioners, excepting only such part thereof as shall have been 
actually expended by means of their application. 

Sec. 6 . No warrant for holding a new Chapter of Royal Arch, 
Most Excellent, Past and Mark Master Masons, shall be granted 
for a less sum than forty dollars; nor shall any warrant for holding 
a Mark Master Mason’s Lodge separately, be granted for a less sum 
than ten dollars ; and the said fees respectively, shall be advanced 
and paid into the Grand Treasury before a warrant can be issued. 

Sec. 7. No warrant shall be granted, for instituting Lodges of 
Most Excellent or Past Masters, independent of a Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons. 

Sec. 8 . The Grand Chapters severally, shall have power to 
require from the several Chapters and Lodges under their respec- 
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tive jurisdictions, such reasonable proportion of sums, received by 
them for the exaltation or advancement of candidates, and such 
certain annual sums from their respective members, as by their 
ordinances or regulations shall hereafter be appointed ; all which 
said sums or dues shall be made good, and paid annually, by the 
said Chapters and Lodges respectively, into the Grand Treasury of 
the Grand Chapter under which they hold their authority, on or 
before the first day of the respective annual meetings of the said 
Grand Chapters. 

Sec. 9. Until there shall be a regular Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter established within the Slate of Vermont, the Grand Chapter of 
the State of New York, shall have the sole power and privilege of 
granting warrants for the institulion of Royal Arch Chapters and 
Lodges of Most Excellent Masters, Past Masters and Mark Master 
Masons, throughout the said State. And until there shall be a 
regular Grand Royal Arch Chapter established within the State of 
New Hampshire, the Grand Chapter of the State of Massachu- 
setts shall have the sole power and privilege of granting warrants 
for the institution of Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges of Most 
Excellent Masters, Past and Mark Master Masons throughout the 
said State ; provided that the said warrants shall be granted on the 
same principles and conditions as those that are granted for the Slates 
in which the said Grand Chapters shall respectively be holden. 

Sec. 10. No warrant for the institution of anew Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition of nine 
regular Royal Arch Masons ; which petition shall be accompanied 
by a certificate from the Chapter nearest to the place where the 
new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching for the moral 
characters and Masonic abilities of the petitioners, and recommend- 
ing to the Grand Chapters under whose authority they act, to 
grant their prayer. And no warrant for the institution of a Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons shall be granted, except upon the petition 
of (at least) five regular Mark Master Masons, accompanied by 
vouchers from the nearest Lodge of that degree, similar to those 
required upon the institution of a Chapter. 
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Sec. 11. The several Grand and Deputy Grand High Priests, 
Kings and Scribes, for the time being, of the several State Grand 
Chapters, are bound to the performance of the same duties, and 
are invested with the same powers and prerogatives, throughout 
their respective jurisdictions, as are prescribed to the General 
Grand Officers, in the 4th Section, 1st Article of this Constitution. 

Sec. 12. The jurisdiction of the several State Grand Chapters, 
shall not extend beyond the limits of the State in which they shall 
respectively be holden ; excepting only the instances mentioned 
in the 9th Section, II Article of this constitution. 

ARTICLE III. 

OP THE SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES. 

Section 1. All legally constituted assemblies of Royal Arch 
Masons are called Chapters ; all regular bodies of Mark Masters, 
Past Masters and Most Excellent Masters, are called Lodges . 
Every Chapter ought to assemble for work, at least once in every 
three months ; and must consist of a High Priest, King, Scribe, 
Captain of the Host, Principal Sojourner, Royal Arch Captain, 
three Grand Masters, Secretary, Treasurer, and as many mem- 
bers as may be found convenient for working to advantage. 

Sec. 2. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons, throughout this jurisdiction, shall have a 
Warrant of Constitution, from the Grand Chapter of the State in 
which they may respectively be holden : And no Chapter or 
Lodge shall be deemed legal without such warrant ; and Masonic 
communication (either public or private) is hereby interdicted and 
forbidden, between any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction, 
or any member of either of them, and any Chapter, Lodge or 
assembly, that may be so illegally formed, opened or holden, 
^without such warrant, or any or either of their members, or any 
person exalted, or advanced in such illegal Chapter or Lodge. 
But nothing in this Section shall be construed to affect any Chapter 
or Lodge which was established before the adoption of the Royal 
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Arch Constitution, at Hartford, (on the 27th day of January, A. 
D., 1798) until after the first day of January, A. D., one thou* 
sand eight hundred. 

Sec. 3. Whenever a warrant is issued for instituting a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, with a power in said warrant to open and 
hold a Lodge of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, 
the High Priest, King and Scribe for the time being, of such 
Chapter, shall be the Master and Wardens in said Lodges, accord- 
ing to seniority. 

Sec. 4. All applications for the exaltation or advancement of 
candidates, in any Chapter or Lodge, under this jurisdiction, shall 
lie over, at least one meeting, for the consideration of the 
members. 

Sec. 5. No Mason shall be a member of two separate and dis- 
tinct bodies, of the same denomination, at one and the same time. 

Sec. 6. No Chapter shall be removed, without the knowledge 
of the High Priest, nor any motion made for that purpose in his 
absence ; but if the High Priest be present, and a motion is made 
and seconded, for removing the Chapter, to some more convenient 
place (within the limits prescribed in their warrant) the High 
Priest shall forthwith cause notifications to be issued, to all the 
members, informing them of the motion for removal, and of the 
time and place when the question is to be determined ; which 
notice shall be issued at least ten days previous to the appointed 
meeting. But if the High Priest (after motion duly made and 
seconded as aforesaid) should refuse or neglect to cause the notices 
to be issued as aforesaid, the officer next in rank, who may be 
present at the next regular meeting following, (upon motion made 
and seconded for that purpose) may in like manner issue the said 
notices. 

Sec. 7. All Mark Master Masons Lodges shall be regulated, in 
cases of Removal, by the same rules as are prescribed in the fore- 
going Section for the removal of Chapters. . 

Sec. 8. The High Priest, and other officers, of every Chapter, 
and the officers of every Lodge of Mark Master Masons, shall be 
chosen annually, by ballot. 
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Seo. 9. The High Priest of every Chapter, has it in special 
oharge, as appertaining lo his office, duty and dignity, to see that 
the By-laws of his Chapter, as well as the Constitution, and the 
General Regulations of the Grand Chapter, be duly observed ; 
that all the other officers of his Chapter, perform the duties of 
their respective offices faithfully, and are examples of diligence 
and industry to their companions ; that true and exact records be 
kept of all the proceedings of the Chapter by the Secretary ; that 
the Treasurer keep and render exact and just accounts of all the 
monies belonging to the Chapter ; that regular returns be made 
by the Secretary, annually, to the Grand Chapter of all admis- 
sions of candidates or members; and that the annual dues to the 
Grand Chapter, be regularly and punctually paid. He has the 
special care and charge of the warrant of his Chapter. He has 
the right and authority of calling his Chapter at pleasure, upon 
any emergency or occurrence which in his judgment may require 
their meeting, and he is to fill the Chair when present. It is like- 
wise his duty, together with his King and Scribe to attend the 
meetings of the Grand Chapter (when duly summoned by the 
Grand Secretary) either in person, or by proxy. 

Sec. 10. For the preservation of secrecy and good harmony, 
and in order that due decorum may be observed while the Chapter 
is engaged in business, a worthy Royal Arch Mason is to be 
appointed from time to time for Tyling the Chapter. His duty is 
fixed by custom, and known in all regular Chapters. He may 
beelected annually, but is to continue in office only during good 
behaviour, and is to be paid for his services. 

Sec. 11. All Lodges of Mark Master Masons are bound to ob- 
serve the two preceding articles, as far as they can be applied to 
the Government of a Lodge . 

Sec. 12. No Chapter shall confer the degrees of Mark Master 
Mason, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch 
Mason, upon any Brother, for a less sum than twenty dollars. 
And no Lodge of Mark Master Masons shall advance a brother to 
that degree for a less sum than four dollars. 
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Sec. 13. When either of the officers or members of the General 
Grand Chapter, or of any of the State Grand Chapters, cannot 
personally attend their respective meetings, they shall severally 
have the authority to constitute a proxy, which proxy shall have 
the same right to a seat and vote as his constituent.’* 

ARTICLE IV. 

OF CONSTITUTING! NEW CHAPTERS. 

Section 1 . When a warrant of constitution is granted, by 
either of the Grand Chapters for constituting a new Chapter of 
Royal Arch Masons, agreeable to the 9th Section, 2d Article of 
this Constitution, the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priest, shall 
appoint a day and hour for constituting the same, and installing 
the new officers : on the day and hour appointed, the Grand or 
Deputy Grand High Priest, with his officers, meet in a convenient 
room, near to the place where the new Chapter is to be constituted. 
The officers of the new Chapter are to be examined by the De- 
puty Grand High Priest, or some Companion appointed for that 
purpose ; after they are approved they are to return to the Hall, 
and prepare for the reception of the (hand Chapter. When notice 
is given, by the Grand Marshal, that they are prepared, the Grand 
Chapter walks in procession to the Hall, when the officers ap- 
pointed for the new Chapter resign their seats to the Grand Officers 
and take their several stations on the left ; the necessary cautions 
are then given from the chair, and the ceremony commences by 
'performing an Anthem or Ode, adapted to the occasion. The 
officers and members of the new Chapter then form in front of the 
Grand High Priest. 

The Deputy Grand High Priest then informs the Grand High 
Priest that “ A number of Companions duly instructed in the sub- 
lime mysteries, being desirous of promoting the honor of the Art, 
have applied to the Grand Chapter for a warrant to constitute a 
new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which having obtained, they 
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are now assembled for the purpose of being constituted, and hav- 
ing their officers installed in due and ancient form. 

The Grand High Priest then directs the Grand Secretary to read 
the warrant, which being done, he asks the members of the new 
Chapter if they still approve of the officers nominated therein; 
this being signified accordingly, the Grand High Priest rises and 
says — 

“ By virtue of the high powers in me vested, I do form you, 
my worthy Companions, into a regular Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons ; from henceforth you are authorized and empowered to 
open and hold a Lodge of Mark Masters, Past Masters and Most 
Excellent Masters, and a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons ; and to 
do and perform all such things as thereunto may appertain ; con- 
forming in all your doings to the Constitution of the General 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Northern States, and the 
General Regulations of the State Grand Chapter ; and may the 
God of your Fathers be with you, guide and direct you in all your 
doings.’ ’ 

Grand Honors. 

The Furniture, Jewels, Implements, Utensils, <kc., belonging 
to the Chapter (having previously been placed in due form, covered, 
in the centre) are then uncovered, and the new Chapter is ded- 
icated, in ancient manner and form, as is well described in the 
Most Excellent Master’s degree. The Deputy Grand High Priest 
then presents the first officer of the new Chapter, to the Grand 
High Priest, saying : 

“ Most Excellent Grand High Priest : I present you my wor- . 

thy Companion nominated in the warrant, to be installed 

High Priest, of this new Chapter ; I find him to be skilful in the 
Royal Art, and attentive to the moral precepts of our forefathers, 
and have therefore no doubt but he will discharge the duties of his 
office with fidelity.” 

The Grand High Priest then addresses him as follows : 

“ Most Excellent Companion : I feel much satisfaction in per- 
forming my duty on the present occasion, by installing you into 
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the office of High Priest of this new Chapter. It is an office 
highly honorable to all those who diligently perform the important 
duties annexed to it ; your reputed Masonic knowledge, however, 
precludes the necessity of a particular enumeration of those duties; 
I shall therefore only observe, that by a frequent recurrence to the 
Constitution and General Regulations, and a constant practice of 
the several sublime Lectures and Charges, you will be best able to 
fulfil them ; and I am confident that the Companions who are 
chosen to preside with you will give strength to your endeavors, 
and support your exertions. I shall now propose certain questions 
to you, relative to the duties of your office, and to which 1 must 
request your unequivocal answer : 

1. Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your endea- 
vors to correct the vices, refine the morals, and promote the hap- 
piness of those of your brethren who have attained this sublime 
degree. 

2. That you will never suffer your Chapter to be opened unless 
there be present nine regular Royal Arch Masons. 

3. That you will never suffer either more or less than three 
brethren to be exalted in your Chapter at one and the same time. 

4. That you will not exalt any one to this degree who has not 
shown a charitable and humane disposition ; or who has not made 
a considerable proficiency in the foregoing degrees. 

5. That you will promote the general good of our Order, and 
on all proper occasions be ready to give and receive instructions, 
and particularly from the General and State Grand Officers. 

6. That to the utmost of your power you will preserve the 
solemnities of our ceremonies, and behave in open Chapter with 
the most profound respect and reverence, as an example to your 
Companions. 

7. That you will not acknowledge or have intercourse with any 
Chapter that does not work under a constitutional warrant or dis- 
pensation. 
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8 . That you will not admit any visiter into your Chapter who 
nas not been exalted in a Chapter legally constituted, without his 
being first formally healed. 

9. That you will observe and support such By-Laws as may be 
made by your Chapter, in conformity to the Constitution and 
General Regulations of the Grand Chapter. 

10. That you will pay due respect and obedience to the instruc- 
tions of the General and State Grand Officers, particularly relating 
to the several Lectures and Charges, and will resign the Chair to 
them, severally, when they may visit your Chapter. 

11. That you will support and observe the Royal Arch Consti- 
tution, and the General Regulations of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter, under whose authority you act. 

Do you submit to all these things, and do you promise to observe 
and practise them faithfully ?” 

These questions being answered in the affirmative, the Com- 
panions all kneel in due form, and the Grand High Priest, or 
Grand Chaplain, repeats the following, or some other suitable 
prayer : 

Most Holy and Glorious Lord God, the Great High Priest of 
Heaven and Earth, — 

We approach thee with reverence, and implore thy blessing on 
the Companion appointed to preside over this new assembly, and 
now prostrate before thee ; fill his heart with thy fear, that his 
tongue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make him stead- 
fast in thy service ; grant him firmness of mind ; animate his 
heart and strengthen his endeavors ; may he teach thy judgments 
and thy laws ; and may the incense he shall put before thee, upon 
thine altar, prove an acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, 
O Lord, and bless the work of his hands. Accept us in mercy ; 
hear thou from Heaven, thy dwelling place, and forgive out 
transgressions * 

Glory be to God the Father 5 as it was in the beginning, <kc. 
Response, ‘ so mote it be.’ 

AH the Companions except High Priests and Past High Priests, 


Digitized by 


Google 



33 


are then desired to withdraw, while the new High Priest is solemnly 
bound to the performance of his duties ; and after the performance 
of other necessary ceremonies, not proper to be written, they are 
permitted to return. 

The Grand High Priest then addresses the new High Priest, as 
follows: 

Most Excellent Companion , — In consequence of your cheerful 
acquiescence with the charges and regulations just recited, I now 
declare you duly installed and anointed High Priest of this new 
Chapter ; not doubting your determination to support the reputa- 
tion and honor of our sublime Order. I now cheerfully deliver 
unto you the warrant under which you are to work ; and 1 doubt 
not you will govern with such good order and regularity, as will 
convince your Companions that their partiality has not been im- 
properly placed. 

The Grand High Priest then clothes and invests the new High 
Priest with the various implements and insignia of the Order, 
with suitable charges to each of them. 

The Grand High Priest then instals the several subordinate of- 
ficers in turn, and points out to them the duties appertaining to 
their respective offices ; after which he pronounces a suitable ad- 
dress to the new Chapter, and closes the ceremony with the fol- 
lowing benediction : 

“ The Lord be with you all ; let brotherly love continue ; be * 
not forgetful to entertain strangers : — now the Gon of Peace, our 
Supreme High Priest, make you perfect to do His will. Glory 
be to God on high, and on earth peace and good will to men. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,” &c. 

Sec. 2. At the institution of all Lodges of Mark Master Masons, 
under this jurisdiction, the same ceremonies as are prescribed in 
the foregoing Section, are to be observed, as far as they will apply 
to that degree. 

Sec. 3. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the Grand, or 
Deputy Grand High Priests respectively, to attend in person to 
constitute a new Chapter or Lodge, and instal the officers, they 
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shall severally have power and authority to appoint some worthy 
High Priest, or Past High Priest, to perform the necessary cere- 
monies. 

We, the officers and members of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter of the Northern States of America, do certify that the foregoing 
is a true copy of the Constitution of the said Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the Northern States of America, as altered, amended 
and ratified, at a meeting of the said Grand Chapter, at Providence, 
in the State of Rhode Island, this 9th day of January, A. D. 1799, 
by adjournment from the city of Middletown, in the State of 
Connecticut. As witness our hands, the day and year above 
mentioned. 


Benjamin Hurd, 
Thomas S. Webb, 
James Harrison, 
William Woart, 
Abraham L. Clark, 


G. KING and G. HIGH PRIEST.,/?. /. 
G. SCRIBE and G. KING,/?, t. 

G. SCRIBE,/?, t. 

G. SECRETARY. 

G. CHAPLAIN. 


Grand Chapter of Massachusetts. 
Benjamin Hurd, d. g. high priest. 

James Harrison, d. g. scribe. 


Grand 

Seth Wheaton, 
Gershom Jones, 
Samuel Eddy, 


Chapter of Rhode Island . 

D. G. HIGH PRIEST. 

D. G. KING. 

D G. SCRIBE. 


Grand Chapter of New York . 

DeWitt Clinton, d. g. high priest. 

Thomas Frothingham, d. g. king. 

Jedediah Sanger, d. g. scribe. 

The following Companions were elected officers of the General 
Grand Chapter of the Northern States of America, to continue in 
office seven years, from the second Thursday in January, A. D. 
1799. 

Ephraim Kirby, Esq., of Litchfield, Conn., 

General Grand High Priest. 
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Benjamin Hurd, Jr., of Charlestown, Mass., 

General Grand King . 
Thomas S. Webb, of Albany, N. Y., 

General Grand Scribe . 

Rev. Abraham L. Clarke, of Providence, Rhode Island, 

General Grand Chaplain . 

William Woart, of Boston, Mass., 


General Grand Secretary . 
Joseph Huntington, of Norwich, Conn., 

General Grand Treasurer . 
John C. Ten Broeck, Esq., of Hudson, N. Y., 

General Grand Marshal . 


( Attest } ) 

Wm. Woakt, 

General Grand Secretary . 


THIRD REGULAR MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 1806. 

Middletown, Conn., January 9, 1806. 

At a septennial meeting of the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter, holden at the City of Middletown, agreeably to the 
Constitution, on the second Thursday in the month of January, 
A. D. 1806: 

PRESENT *. 

Representatives from the States of Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
Vermont and New York. 

M. E. Thomas Smith Webb, G. Grand Scribe, in the Chair. 

E. John Mix, of the Grand Chapter of Connecticut. 

E. John Carlisle, ^ 

E. John Davis, > Of the Grand Chapter of R. I. 

E. Nathan Fisher, j 

E. Ozias Fuller, of the Grand Chapter of Vermont. 

E. Samuel Edmunds, of the Grand Chapter of N/lr. 

E. John Carlisle, .... g. sec.jp. t. 

E. Thomas SxMith Webb, - - - g. treas./l t. 
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A communication from Rutland, in the State of Vermont, 
signed “ Nichols Goddard, Grand Secretary,” was presented by 
Companion Ozias Fuller, informing this General Grand Chapter 
of the formation of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the said State 
of Vermont, and subjoining a copy of their regulations, and also a 
certificate of the appointment of the said Ozias Fuller as proxy df 
the Grand High Priest of the said Grand Chapter. 

A communication was also received from the Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter of the State of New York, containing the Report 
of a committee appointed by the said Grand Chapter upon the 
subject of the formation of a Grand Chapter in the State of 
Vermont. 

The two communications before mentioned having been read 
and duly considered, it was 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter deem it advisable, 
under a consideration of all the circumstances attending the for- 
mation of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the Stale of Vermont, 
to admit, and they do hereby admit the said Grand Chapter of 
Vermont into an union with us under the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution. 

A Communication was received from the General Grand King, 
and the General Grand Scribe, stating, that by virtue of authority 
derived from a special decree of several of the Grand Chapters of 
the States, they had conjointly issued a warrant for instituting a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the town of Beaufort, in the 
State of South Carolina, by the name of Unity Chapter; and also 
another warrant for instituting a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
in the City of Savannah, in the State of Georgia, by the name of 
Georgia Chapter, and that they had received and paid into the 
Treasury the sum of Eighty Dollars, as fees for the said two war- 
rants ; whereupon it was 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter do approve of the 
proceedings of the General Grand King and the General Grand 
Scribe, relative to the formation of Unity Chapter in Beaufort, 
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and Georgia Chapter in Savannah ; and that their respective war- 
rants be confirmed and made permanent by either of the afore- 
named General Grand Officers. 

Resolved , That in order to prevent the printing or circulation of 
mutilated or incorrect copies of the Constitution, the copyright of 
the same be vested in Companion Thomas S. Webb, General 
Grand King, until the further orders of this General Grand Chapter. 

Resolved f That a committee consisting of the General Grand 
King, and Grand Secretary, be appointed to transcribe and pro- 
cure to be printed a suitable number of copies of the Constitution, 
and transmit them to the several States, and that a sum not ex- 
ceeding Twenty Dollars be appropriated for this purpose. 

Resolved , That the General Grand King be appointed to devise 
and procure a suitable seal for the use of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, tmd that a sum not exceeding Fourteen Dollars be appropriated 
for this purpose. 

Resolved , That Companion Thomas S. Webb, Grand Trea- 
surer, pro tern., be authorized and directed to pay the following 
sums, viz: 

To Mr. Nichols, for the Bill of Entertainment furnished 

to the members during the present meeting, . . . $19 00 

To the Rhode Island Representation, consisting of Four 


members, 31 62J 

To the Connecticut Representation, ........ 00 12£ 

To the Vermont Representation, ......... 4 25 

To Bill of Postage, . . . . . 3 69 


$58 69 


A petition was presented from Bryan Sweeny, and others of the 
City of Charleston, South Carolina, praying for a charter to 
authorize them to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the 
said City. Whereupon it was 

Resolved , That it is inexpedient to grant the prayer of said peti- 
tion, inasmuch as it is not accompanied by any recommendation 
from an adjacent Chapter. 


Digitized by 


Google 



38 


Resolved, That the next septennial meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter be bolden in the City of New York, on the second 
Thursday in September, A. D. 1812. 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to a choice of Officers 
agreeably to die Constitution, when the Companions whose names 
follow, were elected to the offices annexed to their respective 
names, viz : 

M. E. Benjamin Hurd, Jr., Esq., of Charlestown, Mass., 

General Grand High Priest. 

M. E. Thomas S. Webb, Esq., of Boston, Mass., 

General Grand King. 

E. Ezra Ames, of Albany, New York. 

General Grand Scribe. 

E. Otis Ammidon, of Providence, R. I., 

General Grand Secretary. 

E. James Harrison, of Boston, Mass., 

General Grand Treasurer. 

E. and Rev. Jonathan Nye, of New Fane, Vermont. 

General Grand Chaplain . 

E. Joseph Huntington, of Norwich, Conn., 

General Grand Marshal . 

The General Grand Chapter resolved itself into a committee of 
the whole, upon the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution, 
when sundry alterations and amendments were proposed and con- 
sidered, and afterwards ratified and confirmed by the -General 
Grand Chapter, which Constitution as ratified and confirmed is in 
the words following : 

[It is unnecessary to print the Constitution thus formed, entire, 
as it is substatially the same as that of January, 1799. The altera- 
tions are, therefore only given, and are as follows :] 
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ARTICLE I. 

Section 1 changes the name of the General Grand Body to 
“The General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the 
United States of America.” 

Sec. 2 is substantially the same as Sec. 2 of 1799, except that 
it leaves the place of meeting to be from time to time appointed. 

Sec. 3 gives a concurrent power with the State Grand Chapters 
to the three first officers of the General Grand Chapter to call 
special meetings, otherwise unchanged. 

Section 4, 5, 6, 7, unchanged. 

The following Sections are added to Article I : 

Sec. 8 . In case any casualty should at any time hereafter pre- 
vent the septennial election of officers, the several General Grand 
Officers shall sustain their respective offices until successors are 
duly elected and qualified. 

Sec. 9. The General Grand High Priest, General Grand 
King, and General Grand Scribe, shall severally have power and 
authority to institute new Royal Arch Chapters, and Lodges of the 
subordinate degrees in any State in which there is not a Grand 
Chapter regularly established. But no new Chapter shall be in- 
stituted in any State wherein there is a Chapter or Chapters 
holden under the authority of this Constitution without a recom- 
mendation from the Chapter nearest the residence of the peti- 
tioners. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter, with 
the subordinate degrees, shall be ninety dollars ; and for a new 
Mark Masters Lodge, twenty dollars, exclusive of such compensa- 
tion to the Grand Secretary as the Grand Officers aforesaid may 
deem reasonable. 

ARTICLE II. 

OF THE STATE GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS. 

Sec. 1 Commences — “ The State Grand Chapters shall se- 
verally consist” — and is then unchanged. 

Sec. 2 and 3, unchanged. 

Sec. 4 and 5, substantially the same. 
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Sec. 6. The several State Grand Chapters shall possess authority, 
upon the institution of new Royal Arch Chapters or Lodges of 
Mark Masters, within their respective jurisdiction, to require the 
payment of such fees as they may deem expedient and proper, 
which said fees shall be advanced and paid into the treasury before 
a warrant or charter shall be issued. 

Sec. 7 and 8, unchanged. 

Sec. 9 of Constitution of 1799, omitted. 

Sec. 9 of this Constitution, is section 10 of former. 

Sec. 10. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand Chapters 
shall severally make an annual Communication to each other, 
and also to the General Grand Secretary, containing a list of 
Grand Officers and all such other matters as may be deemed ne- 
cessary for the mutual information of the said Grand Chapters. 
And the said Grand Secretaries shall also regularly transmit to the 
General Grand Secretary a copy of all their By-Laws and 
regulations. 

Sec. 11. Whenever there shall have been three or more Royal 
Arch Chapters, instituted in any State by virtue of authority 
derived from this Constitution, a Grand Chapter may be formed in 
such State, with the approbation of one or more of the General 
Grand Officers, by the High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the said 
Chapters, who shall be authorized to elect the Grand Officers. 
Provided always that no new State Grand Chapter shall be formed 
until after the expiration of one year from the establishment of the 
Junior Chapter in the said State. 

Sec. J2. Substantially the same as Section 11 of former 
Constitution. 

Sec. 13, same as Section 12, of Constitution of 1799. 

ARTICLE III. 

OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES. 

This Article is, throughout, word for word, like the Constitu- 
tion of 1799. 
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ARTICLE IV. , 

OF CONSTITUTING NEW CHAPTERS. 

This Article, with one or two slight variations in language, 
which (lo not change the sense, is the same as in the Constitution 
of 1799, with the addition of this Section : 

Sec. 4. The officers of every Chapter and Lodge under this 
jurisdiction, before they enter upon the exercise of their respective 
offices, and also the members of all such Chapters and Lodges, 
and every candidate upon his admission into the same, shall take 
the following obligation, viz : 

I. A. B. do promise and swear that I will support and main- 
tain the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution. 

The adoption of this Constitution closes the proceedings of the 
septennial meeting of 1806. 


FOURTH MEETING (BEING SPECIAL, IN CONSEQUENCE OF A LAPSE IN 
1813) OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 1816. 

Pursuant to special notice, the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States of America, assembled at New 
York, in the State of New York, on Thursday, June 6, 5816. 

GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT, TO WIT: 

M. E. Thomas S. Webb, Esq., - - - g. g. king. 

M. E. Ezra Ames, Esq., - - - - g. g. scribe. 

E. and Rev. Jonathan Nye, - - - g g. chaplain. 

The G. G. Secretary being absent, the M. E. G. 

G. King was pleased to appoint 

M. E. John Abbot, Esq., - g. g. sec., jo. t 

The following Companions appeared and presented credentials 
as officers and proxies of officers of the several State Grand Chap- 
ters, to wit : 

6 
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From Massachusetts. 

> 

M. E. John Abbot, Esq., - 
M. E. Henry Fowle, Esq., - 

From Rhode Island . 

M. E. William Wilkinson, Esq., 

E. Seth Peck, Esq., 

E. Caleb Earle, Esq., as proxy of John Car- 
lisle, 

E. Peter Grennell, Esq. , as proxy of J. Davis, 

From New York . 

M. E. Ezra Ames, Esq., - 

E* Joel Hart, Esq., 

E. Joseph Enos, - - 

E. John Brush, 

From Connecticut. 

E. John H. Lynde, Esq., - 

From Vermont . 

M. E. Charles K. Williams, Esq., 

He also appeared as proxy of 

E. Josiah Dunham, 

E. Jedulhan Loomis, 

E. Elijah Buck, - 

From South Carolina. 

M. E. Thomas S. Webb, Esq., as proxy of 
M. E. William Young, - 
E. Foster Burnet, as proxy of 
E. Benjamin Phillips, - 

From Maryland . 

The following Companions appeared as 
Grand Chapter of the State of Maryland: 


G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. SCRIBE. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

g. h. Priest. 

D.G. H. PRIEST. 
G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 

G. KING. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 


G. H. PRIEST. 

G. SCRIBE. 

delegates from the 
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M. E. Philip P. Eckel, Esq., - - - g. h. priest. 

E. Benjamin Edes, Esq., g. secretary. 

Certain Letters and Documents from the General Grand High 
Priest, King and Scribe, respectively, relative to the General 
Grand Chapters not meeting in September, A, L., 5812, being 
read, voted to commit the same to Companion Jonathan Nye, 
Henry Fowle, and Charles K. Williams, who afterwards reported 
as follows : 

“ That the situation of the Country was such at that time as to 
render it highly inconvenient for the General Grand Chapter to 
convene, and the meeting having been prevented by a casualty 
such as is contemplated by the 8th section of the first article of 
the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution, your committee are 
unanimously of opinion, that the present meeting is holden in 
pursuance of the said Constitution, and is legally competent to dp 
and transact any business which may come before them. ,, 

3. Nye, per order. 

Which report being read, voted to accept the same. 

On motion, Voted, that a committee of one Companion from 
each State represented, be raised to report what alterations or ex- 
planations, if any, are necessary to be made in the Constitution of 
the General Grand Chapter. 

Companions John Abbot, William Wilkinson, John Brush, John 
H. Lynde, Charles K. Williams, and Foster Burnet, were ap- 
pointed such Committee. 

On motion, Voted, to raise a committee of three to confer with 
the delegates from Mayland relative to their forming a Masonic 
Union with the Grand Chapters of the several States, now ac- 
knowledging and under the jurisdiction of the General Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter of the United States. 

Companions Joel Hart, Henry Fowle, and Ezra Ames were 
appointed such committee. 

Voted, to choose a committee of three to audit the accounts of the 
General Grand Secretary and Treasurer. 
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Companions Jonathan Nye, Peter Grennell and Joseph Enos 
were appointed such committee. 

Voted, to choose a committee of three relative to the granting of 
sundry Charters for Royal Arch Chapters by the General Grand 
King and General Grand Scribe. 

Companions Henry Fowle, Jonathan Nye, and Joseph Enos, 
were appointed such committee. 

Voted, to proceed to the election of General Grand Officers to 
morrow, June 7th, 12 o’clock, M. 

Voted, to choose a committee of one to make arrangements pre- 
paratory to a discourse to be delivered to-morrow, by Rev. Com- 
panion Nye. Companion Joel Hart was appointed such a 
committee. Adjourned. 

June 7, 5816. 

The committee to whom was referred the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution for revision, made the following report, that 
Article 1 , Section 1 , be in the following words, instead of said 
article in the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution, as the same 
is therein written, to wit : 

ARTICLE 1. 

Section 1 . There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the United States of America, which shall be 
holden as is hereinafter directed, and shall consist of a General 
Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, General 
Grand King, General Grand Scribe, Secretary, Treasurer, Chap- 
lain and Marshal, and likewise of the several Grand and Deputy 
Grand High Priests^ Kings and Scribes, for the time being, of the 
several State Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of this General 
Grand Chapter, and of the Past General Grand High Priests, Deputy 
General Grand High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the said General 
Grand Chapter, and the aforesaid Officers or their proxies shall be 
the only members and voters in said General Grand Chapter. And 
no person shall be constituted a proxy, unless he be a present or 
past officer of this or a State Grand Chapter. 
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Which report being read, 

Ordered, that the same lie on the table for the consideration of 
the members of the General Grand Chapter. 

The committee appointed to confer with the delegates of the 
Grand Chapter of Maryland and District of Columbia, on the 
subject of a Masonic Union, made the following report, to wit : 

REPORT. 

The undersigned, having been appointed a committee for the 
purpose of conferring with M. E. Companions Philip P. Eckel, 
and Benjamin Edes, delegates of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter 
of Maryland, beg leave to report, that they have had an interview 
with the above named Companions, from whom they received the 
following proposition, to wit : The Grand Chapter of Maryland 
and District of Columbia, are willing to support the Constitution 
of this General Grand Chapter. It will not grant any warrants 
out of its District, and will discountenance all Chapters formed 
contrary to the General Grand Constitution, but requests that it 
shall not be forced to alter its mode of working, if any difference 
should exist, at present, and to be received on an equality with the 
other Grand Chapters. 

Under a consideration of all the above circumstances, your com- 
mittee recommend that the said Grand Chapter of the State of 
Maryland, be admitted to a union with this General Grand Chapter. 

Ezra Ames, 

Joel Hart, 
Henry Fowle. 

New York, June 7th, 5816. 

The undersigned Delegates from the Grand Chapter of the 
State of Maryland and District of Columbia, agree to the above 
Report. 

P. P. Eckel, G . 23T. P. 

Benj. Edes. 
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Which report being read, voted, to accept the same, and 
thereupon 

Voted, to receive the said Grand Chapter of the State of Mary- 
land and District of Columbia under the jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Chapter ; and the said Grand Chapter of the Stale 
of Maryland and District of Columbia, is accordingly admitted 
under said jurisdiction, subject to the Constitution and Regulations 
of the said General Grand Chapter. 

The* report of the committee for revising the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution being taken up, and under consideration, 
on motion made by Companion Hart, that said report be so 
amended as that the Past Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand High 
Priests, Kings and Scribes of the Slate Grand Chapters under 
this jurisdiction be permanent members of the General Grand 
Chapter, said amendment of the report of said Committee was 
by vote rejected ; and thereupon 

Voted, to accept said Report as made by said committee. 

The committee to whom was referred the granting of Charters 
for opening Royal Arch Chapters by the General Grand King and 
General Grand Scribe, made the following report : 

That the General Grand King has granted Warrants or Char- 
ters for the following Chapters, to wit : 

St. Andrew’s Chapter, Hanover, N. H., 27th January, 5807. 

Trinity Chapter, Hopkinton, N. H., 10th February, 5807. 

Phoenix Chapter, Fayetteville, N. C., 1st September, 5815. 

Washington Chapter, Portsmouth, N. H., November, 5815. 

Union Chapter, Louisville, Georgia, 16th December, 5815. 

Cheshire Chapter, Keen, N. H., 4th May, 5816. 

Concord Chapter, Wilmington, N. C., “ “ 5815. 

That the General Grand Scribe has granted Warrants or Char- 
ters for the following Chapters, to wit : 

Washington Chapter, Newark, N. J., 26th May, 5813. 

Washington Chapter, Chilicothe, Ohio, September 20, 5S15. 
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Cincinnati Mark Lodge, No. 1, Hanover, N. J., April, 5811. 

Union Mark Lodge, No. 2, Orange, N. J., July, 5812. 

And your committee are of opinion that the above Warrants or 
Charters have been issued agreeably to the Constitution of the 
General Grand Chapter, and ought to be confirmed by the same. 

AH which is respectfully submitted by 

Henry Fowle, 
Joseph Enos, 
Jonathan Nye. 

Which being read, voted to accept the same, and that said War- 
rants or Charters be, and they are hereby confirmed accordingly. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to elect the follow- 
ing officers, to wit : 

M. E, and Hon. DeWilt Clinton, of New York City, 

General Grand High Pricsl. 

“ Thos. Smith Webb, of Boston, Mass., 

Deputy General Grand High Priest. 

“ John H. Lynde, Esq., of New Haven, Conn., 

General Grand King . 

“ Philip P. Eckel, Esq., of Baltimore, Md., 

General Grand Scribe. 

“ John Abbot, Esq., of Westford, Mass., 

General Grand Secretary . 

“ Peter Grennell, Esq., of Providence, Rhode Island, 
General Grand Treasurer . 

“ Rev. Jonathan Nye, of New Fane, Yt., 

General Grand Chaplain. 

“ John Harris, Esq., of Hopkinton, N. Hampshire, 

General Grand Marshal. 

(fo motion, the following resolutions were passed unanimously, 
to wit : 
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Resolved , That the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution be 
so far amended as that the Deputy General Grand High Priest 
shall have and possess powers and prerogatives equal and similar to 
those possessed by, and vested in the General Grand High Priest, 
King and Scribe, of the General Grand Chapter, by the said 
Constitution. 

Resolved ', That the General Grand Secretary be authorized and 
directed, with the approbation of the General Grand High Priest, or 
Deputy General Grand High Priest, to procure to be printed a sui- 
table number of copies of the General Grand Royal Arch Con- 
titution, as amended, together with an abstract of the proceedings 
of the present meeting of the General Grand Chapter ; and that 
he forward a copy thereof to each of the General Grand Offi- 
cers, and also to forward to each of the State Grand Chapter 
and to the Chapters holden in States wherein there are no Grand 
Chapters, copies in proportion to their respective numbers ; and 
that the General Grand or Deputy General Grand High Priest be 
authorized to allow and draw for the expense of the same upon 
the General Grand Treasurer. 

Voted and chose Companions Joel Hart, Charles K. Williams, 
and Philip P. Eckel, a committee for the purpose of considering 
the propriety of devising measures for raising a fund for the use of 
the General Grand Chapter, and that said committee report as soon 
as may be. Adjourned. 

June 8 , 5816. 

The Committee appointed to consider the expediency of raising 
a fund for the use of the General Grand Chapter, made the follow- 
ing report : 

That on mature consideration of the above object, it is the 
opinion of your committee that, at present, it is inexpedient to 
adopt additional measures for establishing a fund for this General 
Grand Chapter. 

P. P. Eckel, 

Joel Hart, 

New York, June 8, 5816. Committee . 
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Which being read, voted to accept the same. 

On motion, voted that the next meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter be holden in the City of New York, in the State of New 
York, unless the first four, or a majority of the first four General 
Grand Officers shall designate some other place, and cause timely 
notice thereof to be given to all Companions interested. 

The General Grand Officers appeared and were duly installed 
into their respective offices. 

The following Resolution was passed by the General Grand 
Chapter, to wit : 

Resolved , That for every Companion heretofore exalted in any 
Chapter, holden by dispensation or warrant from either of the 
General Grand Officers, such Chapter sahll pay the sum of one 
dollar into the General Grand Treasury, and that for every com- 
panion that may be hereafter exalted in any Chapter, holden 
as aforesaid the sum of two dollars, shall be paid in like manner. 
And that the General Grand Secretary, notify the said Chapters 
hereof, and request them to settle their dues accordingly. 

The General Grand Chapter was then closed in due form, to 
meet on the second Thursday in September, A. D. 1819. 

( Attest,) 

John Abbot, 

G. G. Secretary . 


FIFTH REGULAR MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER 

FOR 1819. 

Pursuant to notice, the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the United States assembled at New York, in the State of New 
York, on Thursday, September 9, A. D. 5819. 

GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT TO WIT: 

M. E. Peter Grennell, Esq., - - - g. g. treasurer. 

M. E. and Rev. Jonathan Nye, - - g. g. chaplain. 
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M. E. and Rev. Jonathan Nye was requested to preside in the 
General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Secretary being absent, M. E. Henry 
Fowie was appointed G. G. Secretary, pro tern. 

The following Companions appeared and presented credentials 
as Officers, and proxies of Officers of the several State Grand 
Chapters, to wit : * 

From Massachusetts. 

M. E. Henry Fowie, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

He also appeared as proxy for 

“ John Abbot, Esq., - g. g. secretary. 

u Andrew Sigourney, Esq., as proxy of the 

Hon. James Prescott, Esq., - - g. h. priest. 

“ Samuel L. Knapp, Esq., as proxy of 
M. E. and Rev. James Morss, g. scribe. 

From Rhode Island. 

M. E. William Wilkinson, Esq., - - g. h. priest. 

E. Caleb Earle, Esq., - - - g. scribe. 

From Connecticut . 

M. E. Laban Smith, Esq., - - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Thomas H. ’Cushing, g. scribe. 

He also appeared as proxy of 

M. E. Lyman Law, Esq., g. h. priest. 

From Vermont. 

M. E. John H. Cotton, Esq., - - - g. h. priest. 

He also appeared as proxy of 
E. Lemuel Whiting, Esq., - - - g. king. 

E. Joseph Farnsworth, Esq., g. scribe. 

M. E. Gurdon Newell, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 
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From New York . . 

M. E. Richard Hatfield, Esq., 

E. Joseph Enos, Jr., Esq., - - 

E. Ebenezer Wadsworth, Esq., as proxy of 
M. E. Ezra Ames, Esq., - 

From Ohio . 

M. E. John Snow, Esq.,- - 
E. David Embree, Esq., .... 

He also appeared as proxy for 
M. E. Phineas Ross, Esq., - 
E. Sardine Stone, Esq., - 

From Kentucky. 

E. David G. Cowan, Esq., ... 

He also appeared as proxy of 
M. E John Willet, Esq., ... 
E. William G. Hunt, Esq., ... 


D. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

D. G. H. PRIEST 
G. SCRIBE. 

G. KING. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. SCRIBE. 


The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest, pro tern, was 
pleased to appoint M. E. Henry Fowle, and M. E. Peter Gren- 
nell, a comtnittee to examine said credentials, who, after exami- 
nation of the same, reported that the foregoing Companions from 
the States of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Vermont, 
New York, Ohio and Kentucky, are duly qualified to sit and act 
in the said General Grand Royal Arch Chapter, which report was 
accepted. 

The General Grand Chapter was then opened in due form. 

The General Grand High Priest, pro tern, announced the death 
of M E. Thomas Smith Webb, and John H. Lynde, Esqs., since 
the last session of the General Grand Chapter. Whereupon a 
committee, consisting of M. E. Companions Wilkinson, Fowle, 
Cotton, Snow, Hatfield, Smith and Cowan, was raised to con- 
sider and report what notice it is proper for the General Grand 
Chapter to take of these afSicting dispensations of Providence. 

This committee subsequently reported several resolutions of 
sympathy and respect, and the General Grand Chapter voted 
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1 unanimously to adopt the resolution, and also, that the same com- 
mittee be directed to wait on the Most Excellent and ReV. Com- 
panion Nye, and request him to deliver an Eulogy upon these dis- 
tinguished and lamented companions ; which Eulogy was subse- 
quently delivered, and resolutions of condolence passed. 

Certain papers being presented relating to the establishment of 
a Grand Chapter in the State of New Jersey, were referred. 

A verbal communication was made by Most Excellent John 
Snow from the Grand Chapter of Ohio. Whereupon, 

Voted, That the Grand Chapter of Ohio be now received into 
the union of the State Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of 
this General Grand Chapter. 

The proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky were read, 
whereupon the following resolution was passed, to wit : 

Whereas, it has been communicated to this General Grand Chap- 
ter, that several warrants of Constitution were granted since the 
last communication, authorizing the opening and holding of Royal 
Arch Chapters in Lexington, Frankfort and Shelbyville, in the 
State of Kentucky, by our late Most Excellent Companion, 
Thomas Smith Webb, and that said Chapters having been con- 
stitutionally in operation for the space of more than one year, did 
form themselves into a Grand Chapter for said State under the 
jurisdiction of this body, and have been regularly recognized as 
such, by Most Excellent Companions DeWitt Clinton, General 
Grand High Priest, and Thomas S. Webb, late Deputy General 
Grand High Priest. 

Resolved , Therefore, that this General Grand Chapter approves 
and recognizes the formation of said Grand Chapter, for said State 
of Kentucky. 

Resolved , That Most Excellent Companions Knapp, Grennell, 
Wadsworth, Cotton, Cushing, Cowan and Snow, be a Committee 
to take into consideration and report what, if any alterations or 
amendments ought to be made in the Constitution of this General 
Grand Chapter, and that a communication from Vermont be re- 
ferred to said Committee. Adjourned. 
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Sept. 10, 5819. 

The committee to whom was referred the communication from 
the companion from the State of New Jersey, on the subject of 
forming a Grand Chapter in that State, beg leave to report, that 
they have examined the several communications committed to 
their charge, and from I he information of the companion who pre- 
sented the same, it appears that there are two Royal Arch Chap- 
ters in the State of New Jersey under the jurisdiction of this 
General Grand Chapter, and one under the authority of the State 
of Pennsylvania, which does not acknowledge the jurisdiction of 
this General Grand Chapter. Your committee, therefore, are of 
opinion that the constitutional regulation, interdicting all commu- 
nication of Chapters and members under this jurisdiction, with those 
who do not acknowledge it, ought to be strictly adhered to, and 
that no Grand Chapter can be legally constituted in said State, 
until there shall be three Royal Arch Chapters acknowledging this 
jurisdiction. 

Which is respectfully submitted by 

Andrew Sigourney, 
Joseph Enos, 

Sept. 10 th y 5819. Caleb Earle. 

Voted, that the above report be accepted. 

The following communication from John Harris, of New Hamp- 
shire, to the Grand Grand Secretary, and the resolution of the 
General Grand Chapter in relation to it, are the only portions of 
this report, which are deemed necessary to insert here. 

“ A letter from John Harris to the General Grand Secretary, 
dated August 23rd, 1819, stating that a Grand Chapter had been 
formed and organized on the 10th day of June last, in the State 
of New Hampshire. Also, a list of the officers of the said Grand 
Chapter ; and that official notice thereof would be given as soon 
as a circular could be printed.” In relation to the above commu- 
nication, the General Grand Chapter passed the following resolu- 
tion, to wit : 
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Resolved, That so soon as official notice of the formation of 
a Grand Chapter in the State of New Hampshire, shall be received 
by the General Grand Secretary, he be, and is authorized to issue ' 
a circular, recognizing the said Grand Chapter in union of the 
Grand Chapters of the States under the jurisdiction of this General 
Grand Chapter. 

Richard Hatfield, 

T. H. Cushing, 
v David Embree. 

Resolved , That a Committee be appointed to consider if any 
further measures can be adopted for the more extensive diffusion 
of Masonic light, a more thorough and extensive organization of 
Grand and Subordinate Chapters, and a more regular system of 
labor and discipline throughout this jurisdiction. 

The M. E. Companions Nye, Newell, Enos, Cowan, Embree, 
Earle and Knapp were appointed a Committee for the above 
purpose. 

Voted to adjourn to 4 o’clock, P. M. 

4 o’clock, p. m. 

The General Grand Chapter assembled according to adjourn- 
ment, and proceeded to the elect'on of Officers, when the follow- 
ing M. E. Companions were declared duly elected, viz : 

M. E. and Hon. DeWitt Clinton, of Albany, N. Y., 

General Grand High Priest . 

tc Henry Fowle, Esq., of Boston, Mass., 

Deputy General Grand High Priest . 

u John Snow, Esq., of Worthington, Ohio, 

General Grand King . 

M. E. Philip P. Eckel, Esq., of Baltimore, Maryland, 

General Grand Scribe. 

“ John Abbot, Esq., of Westford, Mass., 

General Grand Secretary . 
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M. E. Peter Grennell, Esq., of Providence, R. I., 

General Grand Treasurer. 

“ and Rev. Jonathan Nye, of New Fane, Vt., 

General Grand Chaplain. 

“ David G. Cowan Esq., of Kentucky, 

General Grand Marshal. 

Adjourned. 

Sept. 1 1 , 5819. 

The General Grand Chapter then resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole on the Constitution. M. E. William Wilkin- 
son, Esq., in the chair. 

The committee appointed to consider whether any alterations or 
amendments were necessary to be made in the General Grand 
Constitution, made the following report, which was accepted : 

The committee appointed to enquire if any and what altera- 
tions are necessary to be made in the General Grand Constitution, 
have discharged the duty assigned them, and beg leave respectfully 
to report it as their opinion that no alterations are necessary at the 
present time ; but, considering that the general interests of Royal 
f Arch Masonry require an earlier meeting than is provided by the 
General Grand Constitution, your committee recommend the fol- 
lowing resolution, to wit: 

Resolved , That it is the sense of this General Grand Chapter, 
now assembled in the City of New York, that a meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter should be called by the General Grand 
Officers, according to the provisions of the Constitution, to be hol- 
den at the City of Washington, in the District of Columbia, on 
the second Wednesday of February, which will be in the year of 
our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-three. 

Samuel L. Knapp, 

Per order . 
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This resolution was subsequently reported to the General Grand 
Chapter, and adopted. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the appro- 
priate exercises relating to the death of Companions Webb and 
Lynde. 

The Committee on the Communication of the General Grand 
High Priest reported the following, which was accepted, viz : 

Your Committee to whom was referred the report of the General 
Grand High Priest, and other communications, on the subjects of 
granting warrants, <fcc., beg leave to report, that they have at- 
tended to the duty assigned them, and find the General Grand 
High Priest has granted the following dispensations, viz : 

To Monroe Chapter, at Detroit, Michigan, on the third of De- 
cember, 5818. 

To Augusta Chapter, Augusta, Georgia, on the sixth of Decem- 
ber, 5818. 

To Cumberland Chapter, Nashville, Tennessee, on the second 
of March, 5818. 

To Missouri Chapter, Missouri Territory, on the third of April, 
5819. 

To Union Mark Lodge, No. 1, in Claremont, New Hampshire, 
on the third of July, 5818. 

The fees ‘for which, amounting to three hundred and eighty 
dollars, they understand to be in his hands, subject to the order of 
the General Grand Treasurer. All of which appears to have been 
correct, and ought, in the opinion of the Committee, to be ap- 
proved, and they recommend that warrants be granted to them 
respectively, if necessary to their confirmation, whenever the con- 
stitutional returns, dues, <fcc., shall be made to the General Grand 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

On the sixth of May, 5813, M. E. Ezra Ames, then General 
Grand Scribe, granted a dispensation to John N. Cummings, John 
E. Ruckle, Jeptha Baldwin, and others to hold a Chapter in New- 
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ark, N. J., by the name of Washington Chapter, No. 1, which 
dispensation was renewed on the 9th of June, 5819, by Most 
Excellent Thomas S. Webb, Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
and is now returned to*this General Grand Chapter, and the dues 
paid to the General Grand Treasurer, praying for a Charter, your 
committee recommend therefore that a Charter be granted to them 
accordingly. 

The committee were informed that late Deputy General Grand 
High Priest* Companion Webb, has granted the following dispen- 
sations in the State of Indiana, viz.: 

Madison Chapter, in Madison, and Brookville Chapter, in 
Brookville; but as no official communication from them has been 
received, owing, they presume, to the death of that officer, the 
committee do not deem any order thereon necessary. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

E. Wadsworth, per order. 

The committee to whom was referred the settlement of the 
General Grand Secretary and Treasurer’s accounts reported in 
detail, showing a balance, after deducting all expenses and allow- 
ances, of one thousand forty-two dollars, and sixty cents ($1,042 60) 
remaining in the hands of the General Grand Treasurer. 

A resolution was passed, requesting the General Grand Secre- 
tary to cause the transactions of the present session of this General 
Grand Chapter to be printed and distributed to the several State 
Grand Chapters. 

The General Grand Chapter was closed after prayer offered by 
the General Grand Chaplain. 


SIXTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 5826, 

Pursuant to notice, the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the United States, assembled at New York, in the State of New 
York, on Thursday, September 14, A. L. 5826. 

8 • 
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GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT, TO WIT: 

M. E. John Snow, Esq., ... g. g. king. 

" Peter Grinnell, Esq., - - - g. g. treasurer. 

“ ancl Rev. Jonathan Nye, - g. g. chaplain. 

The G. G. Secretary not being present, 

“ Nathaniel Coffin was appointed - g. g. sec.,jp. t. 
The following Companions appeared and presented credentials 
as Officers, and proxies of Officers, of the several Stale Grand 
Chapters, to wit : 

M. E. Moses Richardson, of Boston, Mass., as 
proxy for 

“ Henry Fowle, - - - - d. g. g. h. priest. 

“ John James Loring, of Boston, Mass., as 
proxy for 

“ John Abbot, - - - - g. g. secretary. 

From New York . 

M. E. Asa Fitch, of Salem, Washington Co., g. h. priest. 

E. Ezra S. Cozier, of Utica, - - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Orville Hungerford, of Watertown, Jeff. Co., g. king. 

E. Jonathan Eights, of Albany, g. scribe. 

From Rhode Island. 

M. E. Peter Grinnell, of Providence, - - g. h. priest. 

u Caleb Brown, of Pawtucket - - d. o. h. priest. 

E. Joseph Tompkins, of do. by his proxy, 

M. E. Cal£b Brown, - - - - g. king. 

E. Jesse Clark, of Providence, by his proxy, , 

M. E. Peter Grinnell, a. scrire. 

From Connecticut . 

M. E. Thos. Hubbard, Pomfret, Windham Co., g. h. priest. 

“ Wm. H. Jones, of N. Haven, by his proxy, 

Comp. John Barker, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Andrew Harris, of Canterbury, - - g. king. 

E. Asa Child, of Norwich, - - g. scribe. 
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From Massachusetts. 

M. E. <fc Rev. Paul Dean, of Boston, - g. h. priest. 

“ Augustus Peabody, of Boston, by his proxy, 

E. Samuel L. Knapp, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Daniel L. Gibbons, of Boston, g. king. 

E. John James Loring, of Boston, g. scribe. 

From Vermont. 

M. E. John H. Cotton, of Windsor, - - g. h. priest. 

“ Rev. Joel Clapp, of Shelburne, - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Hannibal Hodges, of Clarenden, by his proxy, 

M. E. John H. Cotton, g. king. 

E. Naphtali Shaw, by his proxy, 

M. E. John H. Cotton, g. scribe. 

From South Carolina. 

M. E. John L. Wilson, Charleston, by his proxy, 
u Richard Pennell, of New York, - g. h. priest. 

“ George Cuthbert, of Beaufort, by his proxy, 

E. James Eyland, of Charleston, - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Lemuel Coleman, of Charleston, g. king. 

E. Liberty Olds, of Charleston, - - g. scribe. 

From Maryland. 

M. E. Joseph K. Stapleton, of Baltimore, - g. h. priest. 

E. George Keyser, of Baltimore, g. scribe. 

From Ohio . 

M. E. Edward King, of Chilicothe, - - g. h. priest. 

From Kentucky. 

M. E. Jas. M. Pike, of Lexington, by his proxy, 

“ William G. Hunt, - - - - g. h. priest. 
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From New Hampshire . 

M. E. Samuel Cushman, of Portsmouth, - g. high priest. 
“ Frederick A. Sumner, of Charleston, by 
his proxy, 

E. Joseph W. White, - - - - D. g. h. priest. 

E. Joseph Warren While, of Portsmouth, - g. king. 

E. Oliver Heaton, of Keene, by his proxy, 

E. Joseph W. White, g. scribe. 

From Maine . 

M. E. Nathaniel Coffin, of Wiscasset, - g. h. priest. 

“ Samuel Fesenden, of Portland, - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Peleg Sprague, of Hallowell, - - g. king. 

E. Silas Stearns, of Bath, by their proxy, 

M. E. Nathaniel Coffin, - g. scribe. 

From Alabama . 

E. Thaddeus Sanford, of Mobile, . - g. scribe. 

From Tennessee . 

M. E. William G. Hunt, of Nashville, - g. h. priest. 

tc W. Tannehill, of do. - - d. g. h. priest. 

E. Edward H. Steele, of Clarksville, - g. king. 

E. Dyer Pearl, of Nashville, by their proxy, 

M. E. William G. Hunt, - - - - g. scribe. 

From District of Columbia . 

M. E. Thomas Howard, of Washington City, by 
his proxy, 

E. Edward S. Lewis, - - - . d. g. h. priest. 

From New Jersey . 

M. E. John E. Ruckle, of Newark, - - g. h. priest. 

“ Elias I. Thompson, of Newark, - d. g. h. priest. 

From Louisiana . 

M. E. Elisha Andrews, of Jackson, 

H. Priest of Lafayette Chapter . 
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All of whom were reported duly qualified, and the General 
Grand Chapter was opened in due form. 

A committee was appointed to wait on the General Grand High 
Priest, Most Excellent DeWitt Clinton, who soon after entered 
the hall, and was received with appropriate honors. 

AFTERNOON. 

Companions King, Fitch and Knapp, were appointed a com- 
mittee to examine and report on the papers and proceedings of the 
General Grand Officers during the recess. 

The following resolution was offered by Excellent Companion 
Lewis, and referred to Most Excellent Companions, King, Fitch, 
and Knapp, to wit : 

Resolved , That the assent given by the Most Excellent General 
Grand High Priest, under his hand and seal on the 30th day of 
August, A. L., 5§22, to the formation of a Grand Chapter within 
and for the District of Columbia, be and the same is hereby ap- 
proved, ratified and confirmed, by this General Grand Chapter — - 
and the said Grand Chapter is hereby recognized as such, and 
admitted to an Union with this General Grand Chapter, and as a 
Grand Chapter within and for said District of Columbia, shall 
have jurisdiction over all Chapters of Royal Arch Masons x within 
the same agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution of this 
General Grand Chapter. And the authority of the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the State of Maryland and District of Columbia, 
over said District shall from, and after the date hereof, cease and 
determine, except so far as relates to Potomac Chapter — and said 
Grand Chapter for the State of Maryland and District of Columbia, 
shall be hereafter known and distinguished by the style or title of 
the Grand Rotal Arch Chapter for the State of Maryland — 
and shall have authority to alter their seal accordingly. 

On motion, Most Excellent Companions, Loring, Richardson 
and Hunt, were appointed a committee, to audit and settle the 
accounts of the General Grand Secretary and General Grand 
Treasurer. 
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A letter from the Most Excellent John Abbott , General Grand 
Secretary, declining a re-election to that Office, and relating to 
other subjects of interest to the General Grand Chapter, was read 
and referred to Most Excellent Companions, Loring, Richardson 
and Hunt. * 

Most Excellent William G. Hunt, as proxy for the Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky ; presented for the con- 
sideration of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter, the follow- 
ing resolution, which was adopted by the said Grand Chapter, at 
a Grand annual Convocation, held at Masons Hall, in the Town 
of Lexington, on Monday, the 5th day of September, 1825, to wit : 

u Resolved , That a committee be appointed for the purpose of 
drafting a memorial or petition to the General Grand Chapter of 
the United States, and of corresponding with the several Grand 
Chapters subordinate to the said General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, upon the propriety of dissolving the General Grand 
Chapter ; and that said committee report the result of such corres- 
pondence to the Most Excellent Grand High Priest of this Most 
Excellent Grand Chapter, and that he take such steps thereon as 
may seem to him most expedient.’ 5 

Whereupon Companions M ’Kinney, Johnston and Cosby, were 
appointed a committee for that purpose. 

(Attest,) 

Phillip Swigert, Grand Sec’y. 

And also the following Memorial, drafted by a committee ap- 
pointed by the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, for that purpose — 
to wit: 

The Committee appointed in pursuance of the foregoing resolu- 
tion of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, would respectively beg 
leave to present for the consideration of the General Grand Chap- 
ter of the United States, and the respective State Grand Chapters, 
the reasons which induce them to wish for a dissolution of the said 
General Grand Chapter. 
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The establishment of a General Grand Chapter may have been 
usefttl at first, when the number of Chapters in our country was 
small, as a legitimate source from whence new Chapters might 
derive their authority to work ; but, as Grand Chapters have since 
been established in most of the States, the existence of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter is no longer necessary ; and as its authority 
and jurisdiction are not acknowledged by all the State Grand 
Chapters, it tends to produce discord among the fraternity. 

The State Grand Chapters are emphatically appellate and leg- 
islative bodies, and should possess the power of adapting their 
laws to the opinions and customs of the fraternity within their 
respective jurisdictions. This would not interfere with the general 
design or tendency of Masonry ; but would merely give to each 
State Grand Chapter the right to modify its written rules, without 
being subject to the control of a superior power. 

The General Grand Chapter must, of necessity, hold its meet- 
ings at so great a distance from most of the State Grand Chapters, 
that they will frequently fail to be all represented ; and the ex- 
pense of sending on representatives, is an unnecessary waste of 
their funds. 

By the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, the Past 
Officers are made members for life, of the several State Grand 
Chapters ; and, in case they find it inconvenient to attend in per- 
son, they are allowed the privilege of appointing proxies. The 
Past Officers may increase in number at the rate of four per 
annum, and generally do increase at the rate of one or two — per- 
haps they average two per annum. They are each entitled to a 
vote upon every question presented to the Grand Chapter, and in 
a few years will out-number, and may completely control the re- 
presentatives of the subordinate Chapters. If, however, through 
courtesy, they should still be retained as members of the Grand 
Chapters, it is conceived they ought not to be allowed the privilege 
of appointing proxies to represent them when absent. 

It is presumed that they were made members of the Grand 
Chapters on account of the skill and ability which bad procured 
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their elevation to the Grand Council ; but, as they cannot transfer 
these qualities to their proxies, the reason ceases, and the privilege 
should cease with it. The same objection may also be fairly urged 
against allowing the Present Officers the privileges of appointing 
proxies to represent them when absent in person. 

It may be said, that some of these complaints might be removed 
by amendments to the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. 
But other evils and inconveniencies will be found to exist, and its 
meetings are so far apart, that it is impracticable to provide, from 
time to time, for all the changes which experience may suggest ; 
and to make its meetings more frequent, would increase the 
burthen already complained of. 

The true objects of Masonic institutions are not splendid estab- 
lishments and pompous exhibitions ; but the relief of the distressed, 
the promotion of brotherly love, and the exercise of private 
charity. In the annals of ancient Masonry we hear nothing of 
General Grand Chapters or General Grand Lodges, nor even of 
Grand Chapters or Lodges. Each Lodge constituted a separate 
and independent body, cultivating within its bosom the most 
exalted of human virtues, and dispensing its bounty to the needy 
brethren and their destitute families within the sphere of its juris- 
diction, while its individual members were hailed as brothers, and, 
if needy, relieved by all the sister Lodges. The affairs of each 
Lodge were settled within itself, in its own way, without appeal or 
control. The resources of the order, instead of being devoted to 
costly entertainments and the support of splendid establishments, 
were applied to the relief of needy brethren and their destitute 
widows and children, in pursuance of the original, pure and sim- 
ple objects of the institution. Inconveniences were doubtless ex- 
perienced, from the occasional prevalence of party spirit, origina- 
ting from a difference of opinion and unsubdued passions, as well 
as injustice to individual brothers. Hence, in process of time, it 
seemed proper to a majority of the craft to establish Grand Chap- 
ters and Lodges, with supervising and controlling power over 
the original Chapters and Lodges. Even these additions to the 
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Masonic edifice were not necessary to extend the original objects of 
the institution ; but merely to guard against those errors of opinion, 
and those bursts of passion, which are incident to all human in- 
stitutions. They are a kind of necessary evil. They are evils, 
because they consume a portion of the funds of the order, and 
thereby lessen its ability to dispense its charities ; and by creating 
high offices, they encourage ambition in the craft, which ought to 
be distinguished only by disinterestedness and humble deportment ; 
but we are not disposed to censure the establishment of Grand 
Chapters and Lodges ; for, with all their evils, they do essential 
good, in correcting the errors of the subordinate institutions, and 
promoting harmony among Masons. 

The idea of a General Grand Chapter, as well as of a General 
Grand Lodge, seems to have been suggested by the political insti- 
tutions of our country. But, are the cases analogous? The 
original Chapters and Lodges were formerly independent bodies, 
like our States. They confederated under Grand Chapters and 
Lodges, which exercise a controlling and revising power, and fill 
the place of our national government. Here the analogy 
between our Masonic and political institutions is at an end. It 
matters not, that the Masonic confederation extend only to the 
limits of a State, while the political emh^ce^althost half a con- 
tinent. The analogy exists in principle, not in the extent of 
surface over which the confederation may spread. There are in 
many of the States more Lodges than there are States in the 
American Union. In our Masonic Union, the Grand Chapters 
and Lodges, together with the original Chapters and Lodges, ex- 
ercise their jurisdiction, each in its sphere, over the same territory 
and the same people, like our National and State governments. 
To add to these a General Grand Chapter or Lodge, is like estab- 
lishing a general grand government, over the nations of the earth, 
which should introduce into the United States a third jurisdiction, 
controlling both the National and State governments, as well as 
each individual citizen. Where is the politician so mad as to think 
of a project like this ? Is not our political machine sufficiently com- 
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plicated, and does it not operate with sufficient harmony, without 
resorting to another superintending and controlling power? Would 
it not, without producing any good, increase the collisions of the 
machinery, and augment the burthens of the people? Yet, what 
else has been done in Masonry ? We have our Chapters, with juris- 
dictions analogous to those of our States ; we have our Grand Chap- 
ters, analogous to the government of the United States ; but, not 
content with these, we must have our General Grand Chapter also, 
which has not its parallel in our own or any other government, and 
is really of little use but to increase our burthens and add an un- 
Masonic pomp and splendor to our humble and lowly institution. 

The same necessity does not exist for a confederation in the 
Masonic, as in the political world. Masonry is pacific in every 
thing. It fears no invasion or insurrection. Its force is moral, 
not physical. It defends itself, not by armies, but by the purity 
of its principles and the benevolence of its acts. It conquers, not 
by destroying or enslaving the bodies of men, but by winning 
their hearts. There was no enemy abroad which required the estab- 
lishment of a General Grand Chapter for the defence of American 
Masons - } there were no dangerous dissentions between the Grand 
Chapters of the States, which could only be quelled by the inter- 
position of a superior power. Masonry attempts to make man 
what he ought to be — to bend the energies of his nature, by gen- 
tle precepts, wholly to the promotion of general happiness. Why, 
therefore should she imitate those gorgeous establishments which 
are formed as well to curb and punish his licentiousness as to min- 
ister to his vanity ? 

Of what use is the General Grand Chapter in promoting the 
true and legitimate objects of xMasonry ? Does it increase the re- 
sources of our order? No ; it consumes them. Does it search 
out and present to us worthy and unknown objects of charity? 
No ; this duty is performed by the original Chapters. Is it neces- 
sary to correct the errors of the Chapters and maintain harmony 
among Masons? No ; this is sufficiently done by the Grand Chap- 
ters. The only plausible pretext for the establishment and sup- 
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port of this institution, is, that it will produce uniformity in the 
work of Masons. Masonry is essentially the same in all ages and 
all countries. From its ancient landmarks, there can be no es- 
sential deviation, without destroying its character and forfeiting its 
benefits. For many ages before the General Grand Chapter exist- 
ed, Masons of different nations and languages found no difficulty 
in making themselves known to each other, and the great objects 
of the order were everywhere understood, and its fundamental 
principles remained unchanged. If, without all this splendid and 
expensive paraphernalia Masonry remained uniform through the 
dark ages of barbarism and superstition, is it necessary, in this 
day of light and knowledge, to raise up barrier upon barrier, and 
exhaust the means of the order, to fence against innovation? 'fhe 
Masons of the different States found no difficulty in making them- 
selves known to each other, and in practising the great virtues of 
the order, before the General Grand Chapter existed. No Chapter 
could deviate materially from ancient form and usage, without 
being excluded from the fraternity, and making themselves stran- 
gers among the Masonic brotherhood. As for ages past, so for 
ages to come, this matter will regulate itself, and Masonry would 
continue to be what it ever has been, were there no General Grand 
Chapter in existence. Variations in the work and language of 
Masons, will necessarily be so slight, as not to affect the general 
principles or practice of the order ; and if it were otherwise, it 
would be found impracticable for the General Grand Chapter to 
correct these errors over so wide a spread of territory ; nor is it cer- 
tain that the authority to do so will always be placed in the hands 
of those best qualified for the task. But if this argument prove 
the necessity of a General Grand Chapter of the United States, 
much more does it prove the necessity of a still higher story to the 
Masonic edifice, which shall overlook the whole Masonic world. 
If a General Grand Chapter only can produce uniformity in 
America, what shall produce it in Europe, Asia and Africa? 
Ought not those who introduce this argument, to propose an Uni- 
versal Grand Chapter, whose decisions shall bind all the Masons 
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of the earth,'and introduce among us a fourth jurisdiction, and a 
fourth grade of Chapters, to be supported by our contributions? 
That which regulates itself, needs no regulator. In relation to 
uniformity of work and language, Masopry will ever regulate 
itself ; and for the settlement of disputes and correcting errors, 
Grand Chapters and Lodges, in addition to the original Chapters 
and Lodges, are amply sufficient. 

It is no defence of a General Grand Chapter, that it is national . 
Why should we have a national thing, when there is no use for 
it? Who would advocate or support a national government, were 
it not useful? Could the people be convinced that a President, 
Congress and national Judiciary did nothing for their good, which 
might not as well or better be done by their State governments, 
would they not abolish them all? Would they keep up the para- 
phernalia of a national government, at an enormous expense, 
merely to gratify the vanity and ambition of great men? We 
think not. Yet we pay the expense and keep up a General 
Grand Chapter, for no practical good, either to ourselves or the 
craft in general. Are we doing our duty by this, or are we more 
gratified at seeing this splendor, than by witnessing the tear of gra- 
titude flow down the cheeks of the widow and orphan whom this 
very money might relieve from urgent distress? 

We can look upon the General Grand Chapter only as an insti- 
tution calculated to waste the funds of our order, engender ambi- # 
tion, administer food to vanity, and every way incompatible with 
the pure and sublime principles of Masonry. We also apprehend 
that it will be used by political men, as a convenient instrument to 
further their intrigues and spread their influence ; and that eleva- 
tion will be sought in it, more to obtain an exalted attitude in the 
eyes of the people, than to promote true charity or the interests of 
the craft. , 

With these facts before us, and entertaining these opinions and 
apprehensions, we are induced to ask for, and to recommend a 
dissolution of the General Grand Chapter of the United States ; 
and we request the early attention of the several State Grand 
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Chapters to this subject; that au expression of their Opinions may 
be laid before the General Grand Chapter at its approaching sep- 
tennial convocation^ in September, 1826. 

John M’Kinney, Jr., 
Robert Johnston, 
October, A. D., 1825. Dabney C. Cosby. 

Which having been read, were, on motion, referred to a com- 
mittee, composed of Most Excellent Companions Dean, Hubbard, 
Cotton, Cozier and Cushman, to consider and report thereon. 

The General Grand Chapter adjourned until 9 o’clock, to- 
morrow morning. 


September 15, 1826. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

Most Excellent Wm. H. Jones, Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Chapter of Connecticut, and Excellent John Scott, Grand King 
of the Grand Chapter of N. J. appeared. 

A resolution was passed, giving to the members of the General 
Grand Chapter the privilege of introducing Royal Arch Masons as 
visiters. 

The committee to whom was referred the Resolution and 
^Memorial of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, after having given 
due notice thereof, made the following Report, to wit : 

The committeee of the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of 
the United States, to whom were referred the resolution and 
memorial from the Grand Chapter of the State of Kentucky, re- 
spectfully report, that after having examined the same and other 

documents in relation thereto, — 

Your committee find that : « 

First. The Grand Chapter of Maine had considered the sub- 
ject and committed it to the first four officers of their Grand Chap- 
ter with full power to act thereon. 

Second . The Grand Chapter of New Hampshire, referred the 
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subject to a committee with full power to act thereon. That com- 
mittee considered it inexpedient to dissolve the General Grand 
Chapter, and communicated that opinion to the Grand Chapter of 
Kentucky. 

Third . The Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, considered the 
subject, and referred the same to their first four officers with full 
power to act thereon. 

Fourth . The Grand Chapter of Connecticut, referred the 
subject to a committee who will probably report thereon in May 
next/ 

Fifth. The Grand Chapter of Vermont, in their deliberations 
on the subject, Resolved , That it was inexpedient to dissolve the / 
General Grand Chapter, which resolution was communicated to 
the General Grand Secretary. 

Sixth. The Grand Chapter of Rhode Island, referred the sub- 
ject to a committee, who have not made a report. 

Seventh. The Grand Chapter of New York, referred the sub 
ject to their first four officers, with full power to act on the same. 

They were unanimous in opinion, that it was inexpedient to 
dissolve the General Grand Chapter — and communicated their 
decision to the General Grand Chapter, and also to the Grand 
Chapter of Kentucky. 

Eighth. The Grand Chapter of Maryland, considered the sub- 
ject, and dissented from the resolution of the Grand Chapter of 
Kentucky. 

Ninth. The Grand Chapter of North Carolina, having taken 
the subject into consideration — concurred in the resolution of the 
Grand Chapter of Kentucky. 

Tenth. The Grand Chapter of South Carolina, have furnished 
no Communications on the subject. It is understood, however, 
the delegates from the State are opposed to the dissolution of the 
General Grand Chapter. 

Eleventh. The Grand Chapter of Ohio, as your committee are 
informed, have concurred in the resolution of the Grand Chapter 
of Kentucky. 
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Twelfth . The Grand Chapter of Tennessee, it is understood, 
have not taken the subiect into consideration. 

thirteenth . The Grand Chapter of Alabama, as your com- 
mittee are informed, have considered the subject — and also that 
they have dissented from the resolution of the Grand Chapter of 
Kentucky. 

Your committee therefore are of opinion that as a majority 
of the Grand Chapters of the several States, comprising the 
General Grand Chapter, having dissented from the resolution 
of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, it is not expedient for the 
General Grand Chapter to take any further measures on the 
subject. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

Paul Dean, 

Thomas Hubbard, 

John H. Cotton, 

E. S. Cozier, 

Samuel Cushman, 

Dated, at New York, Sept. 15, 1826. Committee. 

Which having been read, the further consideration of the same 
was on motion, referred ‘to a committee of the whole. 

The General Grand Chapter then resolved itself into a commit- 
tee of the whole. M. E. John Snow, in the Chair. When the 
said report was again read, and after having been deliberately con- 
sidered and discussed, it was agreed to report the same without 
amendment to the General Grand Chapter. 

The committee of the whole then rose and reported to the 
General Grand Chapter, and the report was agreed to by Yeas and 
Nays as follows, to wit : 

Yeas. DeWilt Clinton, Moses Richardson, John Snow, Peter 
Grinnell, 3 votes, John J. Loring, 2 votes, Asa Fitch, Ezra S. 
Cozier, Jonathan Nye, Orville Hungerford, Jonathan Eights, 
Caleb Brown, 2 votes, Thomas Hubbard, William H. Jones, 
Andrew Harris, Asa Child, Paul Dean, Samuel L. Knapp, Daniel 
L. Gibbins, John H. Cotton, 3 votes, Joel Clapp, Richard Pen- 
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nell, James Eyland, Lemuel Coleman, Liberty Olds, Joseph K. 
Stapleton, William G. Hunt, 5 votes, Samuel Cushman, Joseph W. 
White, 3 votes, Nathaniel Coffin 4 Votes, Thaddeus Sandford, 
Edward S. Lewis, John E. Ruckell, Elias J. Thompson,. John 
Scott.— 49. 

Nays. Edward King, George Keyser. — 2. 

A communication from the M. E. G. G. H. Priest, in relation 
to the formation of a Grand Chapter, in the District of Columbia, 
was read and committed with the papers accompanying the same, 
to M. E. Companions King, Filch and Knapp. 

On motion, 

M. E. Companions Jonathan Nye, of Claremont, New Hamp- 
shire, Joseph Clapp, of Shelburne, Vermont, Edward King, of 
Cliilicothe, Ohio, Asa Child, of Norwich, Connecticut, Edward 
S. Lewis, of Washington, District of Columbia, Thaddeus Sand- 
ford, of Mobile, Alabama, George Keyser, of Baltimore, Mary- 
land, were appointed a committee to consider whether any, and if 
any, what alterations are necessary in the General Grand Constitu- 
tion, and report thereon. 

The committee to whom were referred the papers and proceed- 
ings of the General Grand Officers of the General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the United States, during the recess, and also a 
resolution offered by Companion Lewis, on the subject of Mary- 
land, and District of . Columbia Grand Chapters, having had the 
same under consideration, made the following report, to wit : 
That Charters have been granted to the Slates of New Jersey and 
Georgia, and also a dispensation to the District of Columbia, en- 
abling the respective Chapters therein to form and hold Grand 
Chapters in the said States, by the Most Excellent General Grand 
High Priest, His Excellency DeWitt Clinton. That Charters 
have been granted to Mechanics’ Chapter at Lexington, Georgia, 
on the 10th June, 1S20, to Webb Chapter at Sparta, Georgia, on 
the 16th November, 1821, to Wadesborough Chapter, at Wades- 
borough, North > Carolina, in 1822, by the Most Excellent Deputy 
General Grand High Priest, Henry Fowle. 
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That Charters have been granted to Vincennes Chapter, at Vin- 
cennes, State of Indiana, on 13th May, 1820, to Jennings Mark 
Lodge, at Vevay Indiana, on 4th May, 1821, to Franklin Chap- 
ter, at Franklin, Tennessee, on 25th March, 1£$&, # to Clarksville 
Chapter, at Clarksville, Tennessee, on 11th December, 1824, to 
La Fayettee Chapter, at Columbia, Tennessee, on 5th January, 
1825, by the Most Excellent General Grand King, John Snow. 

That dispensations have been granted by the Most Excellent 
General Grand High Priest, his excellency DeVVitt Clinton, for 
the following Chapters and Lodges, to wit : To Franklin and 
Union Chapters, in the State of Georgia, to Mobile Chapter, Ala- 
bama, Port Gibson Chapter, Mississippi, Franklin Chapter, No. 3, 
New Jersey, La Fayette Chapter, St. Francisville, Louisiana, 
Monroe Chapter, Claiborne, Alabama, Mark Lodge, St. Augnstine, 
Mark Lodge, St. Francisville. 

AH which appear to your committee, to be in accordance with 
the duties of said officers, and to the constitution of the General 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, of the U. S. A. And your commit- 
tee recommend the adoption of the resolution above alluded to. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Edward King, 

Asa Fitch, 

Samuel L. Knapp. 

Which having been read, the report was accepted — and the said 
resolution unanimously adopted. 

. The committee appointed to audit the accounts of the General 
Grand Secretary and General Grand Treasurer. Reported as 
follows — to wit : 

The undersigned, a committee appointed to audit the accounts 
of the General Grand Treasurer, and General Grand Secretary, 
beg leave to report ; 

That they have attended to the duty assigned them ; and after 
having examined the accounts, together with the vouchers accom- 
panying the same ; they find that during the recess, the General 
10 
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Grand Secretary has received the sum of one hundred and seventy- 
six dollars : that he has paid out sundry small sums, for which he 
has produced satisfactory vouchers, leaving a balance belonging to 
the Geheral Gij;a$$l Chapter, of one hundred and eighteen dollars, 
which has been paid over to the General Grand Treasurer — they 
also find that the amount received by the General Grand Treasurer, 
including the balance in the Treasury, at the last meeting, is three 
hundred and sixt} r -eight dollars and sixty cents — that he has paid 
out sundry sums, amounting to two hundred and forty-one dollars 
and twenty-five cents, for which he has produced satisfactory 
vouchers, leaving a balance in the Treasury of one hundred and 
twenty-seven dollars and thirty-five cents. 

Your committee have also taken into consideration the commu- 
nication from the General Grand Secretary, which was referred to 
them, and find that the only subject therein mentioned, which 
in their opinion requires special notice, has been already made the 
subject of deliberation in the General Grand Chapter, and ha$ been 
specially referred to another committee. They beg leave, there- 
fore respectfully to recommend in relation to the said communica- 
tion, the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That the Communication from Companion John 
Abbott, General Grand Secretary, be received and filed among the 
papers of the General Grand Chapter, and also, that the thanks of 
the General Grand Chapter be and the same are hereby presented 
to the Most Excellent John Abbott, for the faithful and unwearied 
discharge of his duties as General Grand Secretary. 

Which having been read. On motion, the report was accepted, 
and the resolution unanimously adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That all documents in the hands of the 
General Grand Secretary, not otherwise disposed of, be referred to 
Most Excellent Companions White, Ruckell, Stapleton, Drown, 
and Richardson, for examination. 

A memorial, from Monroe Chapter, held at Claiborne, in the 
State of Alabama, and a remonstrance of said Chapter, against 
the proceedings of the body, entitled the Grand Chapter of the 
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State of Alabama, together with a communication from said 
Grand Chapter, were, on motion , referred to Most Excellent Com- 
panions Knapp, Hunt and Eights. 

On motion , Most Excellent Companions, Eyland, Child, and 
Lewis, were appointed a committee to inquire and report what 
measures, if any, are expedient to be adopted for introducing uni- 
formity of work in the several Royal Arch Chapters under the 
jurisdiction of this General Grand Royal Arch Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Offi- 
cers, and His Excellency the M. E. DeWitt Clinton w’as uani- 
mously re-elected General Grand High Priest. Adjourned. 


Afternoon. 


The election of officers was concluded. 


M. E. John Snow, of Worthington, Ohio, was duly elected 

Deputy General Grand High Priest . 

“ John Lyde Wilson, of Charleston, S. Carolina, 

General Grand King . 

“ Rev. Paul Dean, of Boston, Mass., 

General Grand Scribe . 


“ Lebbeus Chapman, of New York City, 

General Grand Secretary . 

“ Peter Grinnell, of Providence, R. I., 

General Grand Treasurer . 

“ Rev. Jonathan Nye, Claremont, New Hampshire, 
General Grand Okaplain. 

“ William G. Hunt, Nashville, Tennessee, 

General Grand Marshal . 

Adjourned. 


' September 16, 1826. 

General Grand’Chapter met. 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of inquiry, as 
to the measures necessary to be adopted in relation to an uniform 
mode of work, made the following report, viz : 
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That they find on examining the fourth Section of the first 
Article of the Constitution of this General Grand Chapter, that it 
is made the duty of the first four officers to perfect themselves in 
the work in these degrees, and to prescribe the mode of work for 
the Subordinate Chapters. 

Your committee, therefore, are of opinion that no further mea- 
sures are necessary to be adopted in relation to this subject, except 
it be to recommend that some one of the aforesaid Officers, previ- 
ous to the closing of the General Grand Chapter, be requested to 
prescribe to the M. E. Companions, the mode of work, so far as 
relates to the particular subjects referred to your committee. 

James Eyland, per order . 

Which having been read, was on motion accepted. 

The committee to whom were referred the documents in the 
hands of the General Grand Secretary (not otherwise disposed of) 
reported the following preamble and resolution, to wit : 

Whereas, it appears from documents in the possession of this 
General Grand Chapter, that Grand Royal Arch Chapters have 
been legally and constitutionally formed, since the last meeting of 
this Body, within and for the States of Maine, New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, Georgia and Tennessee, with the consent of one of the 
General Grand Officers, therefore, 

Resolved , That the said Grand Chapters be received and re- 
cognized as regular constitutional bodies, under the authority and 
sanction of this General Grand Chapter, and all Royal Arch 
Masons, within this jurisdiction, are hereby required to regard 
each of the same as entitled to all the rights and privileges of a 
Grand Royal Arch Chapter, within the States for which they have 
been respectively formed. 

Joseph W. White, per order . 

Adopted. 

The committee, to whom wa3 referred the sulyect of alterations 
in the General Grand Royal Arch Constitution, reported as fol- 
lows to wit : 
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That they recommend the striking out the word, “ Septennial ” 
in the second line of the second section of the General Grand Con- 
stitution, and insert the word, “ Triennial.” And also submit 
for the consideration of the General Grand Chapter, the following 
resolution to wit : 

Resolved , That the said committee have leave to act during the 
recess of the General Grand Ghapter, and prepare such amend- 
ments to the General Grand Constitution, and rules and regula- 
tions for the government of the General Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, as they in their judgment shall deem necessary, and that 
they have liberty to print the same and furnish each Grand Chap- 
ter with four copies, and each General Grand Officer with one 
copy ; and that the same be submitted to the ultimate decision of 
t.he General Grand Chapter. And also that the committee have 
leave to 'draw on the General Grand Treasurer for the contingent 
expenses of the same. 

Jonathan Nye, Chairman . 

Which report having been read, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion, 

The General Grand Officers elect, were severally inducted into 
their respective offices agreeably to the ancient customs and usages 
of the Fraternity. 

The report of the committee on the amendment of the General 
Grand Constitution wa3 taken up and considered. 

The resolution granting the committee leave to act during the 
recess, was adopted. 

The recommendation changing the word “septennial” to 
triennial , was lost Ayes 17, Noes 17. 

[This vote was reconsidered on the 18th of September, and the 
recommendation of the committee unanimously adopted.] 

During the debate on this question, a debate arose upon the 
inquiry, whether a General Grand Officer of the General Grand 
Chapter, and who is at the same time a Grand Officer of a State 
Grand Chapter, shall, or shall not be, by virtue of the said offices. 
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entitled to two votes in this General Grand Chapter. The M. E. 

John Snow, being in the chair, decided in the affirmative. 

Whereupon an appeal was made, and the General Grand 
Chapter resolved to concur in his opinion. 

The question was ihen taken and lost, Ayes 17, Nays 17. I 

TJie committee having under consideration the memorial of Mom 
roe Royal Arch Chapter, Alabama, and the communication from 
the Grand Chapter of Alabama, made the following report, to uAt : 

The Ondersigned, a committee to whom was referred a memor- 
ial from Monroe Chapter, held at Claiborne, in the State of Ala- 
bama, and a remonstrance of said Chapter against the proceedings 
of the body entitled u the Grand Chapter of the State of Ala- 
ban^a,’ ) together with a communication from said Grand Chapter, 
beg leave respectfully to report ; 

That they have carefully examined the documents referred to, ^ 
and have heard the statements of facts, views and opinions, re- 
lating thereto, of the companions respectfully representing the said 
Monroe Chapter, and the said Grand Chapter of Alabama, from 
all which they are satisfied, that the unfortunate differences which 
have existed among the fraternity in that State, have resulted en- 
tirely from a misconstruction of the General Grand Constitution, 
and of the rights, privileges and duties resulting therefrom. 

Your committee regret that the copy of the proceedings of the 
Grand Chapter of Alabama, referred to in the letter from the Sec- 
retary of that body, as having been transmitted by the same mail, 
has not been received, although, we are happy to add, the facts 
which appear from the documents, within our reach, are sufficient 
to settle the principles, which must constitute the basis of this re- 
port. A reference to the date of the dispensation of Monroe 
Chapter, which commenced its existence in the month of February 
1823, and to that of the meeting at Mobile, at which it was re- 
solved and attempted to form a Grand Chapter for the State of 
Alabama, viz. : the third Monday of May, 1823, will at once de- 
monstrate the unconstitutionality of the proceedings of that meet- 
ing, and the subsequent illegality and want of due authority, of 
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the body claiming (he title, and exercising the rights and privileges 
of the Grand Chapter of Alabama. The llth section of the 2d 
Article of the General Grand Constitution, under the authority of 
which the aforesaid meeting was held at Mobile, expressly pro- 
vides, “ that no new State Grand Chapter shall be formed until 
after the expiration of one year from the establishment of the ju- 
nior Chapter in such State. ” It was therefore most obviously 
unconstitutional and unwarrantable to form a Grand Chapter for 
the State of Alabama, until after Monroe Chapter, which was then 
the Junior Chapter in said State, had been in existence for at least 
one year, which, as will be seen by reference to the dales aforesaid, 
was not the case at the time, when the body styled the Grand 
Chapter of Alabama, commenced its operations. We deem it un- 
necessary therefore, to go into an investigation of any other facts 
connected with the formation or subsequent proceedings of that 
body, in order to settle the extent of its powers, or the authority of 
its decisions. Without attributing to the Companions composing the 
convention at Mobile, any intention to act prematurely or to as- 
sume power not constitutionally and fairly belonging to them, we 
are compelled to say that their attempt at that time to form a 
Grand Chapter for the State was expressly prohibited by the article 
above referred to, in the General Grand Constitution, and that, as 
a necessary consequence, all the acts and doings of that body as a 
Grand Chapter of the State, have been unconstitutional. In 
^coming to this conclusion, it will be seen, that we have intention- 
ally avoided all reference to the facts stated in the remonstrance of 
Monroe Chapter as the grounds of their complaint, and have 
thought it unnecessary and inexpedient to express any opinion in 
relation thereto. It is sufficient for us and the fraternity, that we 
have ascertained, as we believe, beyond the possibility of a reason- 
able doubt, that the formation of a Grand Chapter for the State of 
Alabama, at the time it was attempted, was prohibited by our 
Constitution, and therefore impracticable. The consequence inev- 
itably follows, without entering upon doubtful or disputed topics, 
that the body claiming that title, and exercising the rights and 


Digitized by Google 



80 


privileges resulting therefrom, has never had a legitimate or con- 
stitutional existence. It appears, however, to be of the utmost 
importance to the prosperity of the Craft, in that interesting and 
growing section of our country, and due to the feelings, charac- 
ters, and standing of the Companions, who, from oversight or mis- 
apprehension of the Constitution, oiganized that body, and their 
successors, that some step should be taken by this General Grand 
Chapter, to legalize and give a retrospective and retroactive sanc- 
tion to its past proceedings, with such limitations and restrictions 
as may seem to be required by the principles of the Constitution, 
and the Masonic rights of others, who may be effected thereby. 

Your committee therefore, beg leave respectfully, to recommend 
the adoption of the following resolutions — to wit : 

Resolved , That the formation of a Grand Chapter, for the 
State of Alabama, in May 1823, prior to “ the expiration of one 
year from the establishment of the Junior Chapter in such State,” 
was prohibited by the 1 1th Section of the 2d Article, of the Gene- 
ral Grand Constitution, aUd that therefore this general Grand 
Chapter cannot ratify or approve the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion held at Mobile, on the third Monday of May, 1823, or recog- 
nize the Body claiming to be considered as the Grand Chapter of 
Alabama. 

Resolved , That the M. E. General Grand High Priest, be re- 
quested to renew, or continue the Charters, or dispensations of the 
Royal Arch Chapters, which existed at Tuscaloosa, Cahawba, 
Mobile and Claiborne, in the State of Alabama, on the third Mon- 
day of May, 1823, provided they, or either of them, may have 
expired, or be about to expire, with such limitation respectively, 
as he may deem proper. 

Resolved , That the Charters and Dispensations which may have 
been granted and issued from the body styling itself the Grand 
Chapter of Alabama, creating Lodges and Chapters in the said 
State, and all the proceedings of said Lodges and Chapters, by 
virtue and under the authority of said Charters or Dispensations, 
so far as they may have been consistent with the great principlesof 
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Masonry and the ancient landmarks of the order, be, and the same 
are hereby ratified, sanctioned and confirmed, and all Masons and 
Masonic Lodges under this jurisdiction are hereby required to re- 
gard and treat them as valid — and such of the said Charters and 
Dispensations, as may not previously expire by their own limita- 
tions, shall continue, and be in force, as though they had been con* 
stitutially and legally granted, until the first day of September next. 

Resolved, That whenever the four Chapters in the State of 
Alabama, deriving their authority from this General Grand Chap- 
ter, which were in existence on the third Monday in May, 1823, 
shall mutually agree to the formation of a Grand Chapter for said 
State, and shall, with the consent of a General Grand Officer, 
effect the same, all those Lodges and Chapters, which may have 
received warrants from the body now styling itself the Grand 
Chapter of Alabama, shall be received and recognized as regular 
constitutional Lodges and Chapters, and shall be entitled to the 
same rights and privileges, and vested with the same powers and 
authorities, as though they had obtained their Charters and Dis- 
pensations from the said new and constitutional Grand Chapter. 

Resolved , That it be recommended to the four Chapters first 
existing in the State of Alabama, to proceed, without delay, to the 
formation of a Grand Chapter in said State, and that the M. E. 
General Grand High Priest be requested, directly, or through the 
agency of some other of the Grand Officers, to use all possible exer- 
tions to facilitate the formation of said Grand Chapter, in a legal, 
constitutional, and harmonious manner, with a due regard to the 
feelings, characters, rights and duties, of all parties interested. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

W. G. Hunt, 

Samuel L. Knapp, 

Jon. Eights. 

Which having been read, was on motion accepted, and the reso- 
lutions adopted unanimously. 

11 
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The following resolutions, were on motion, referred to the com- 
mittee on the revision of the General Grand Constitution, to wit : 

Resolved , That no Royal Arch Mason, within the jurisdiction 
of this General Grand Chapter, shall be permitted to confer any 
* degree in Masonry, not recognized as a Constitutional degree, nor 
to establish any Society of Masons, not recognized as a Constitu- 
tional body. 

Resolved further , That the first four officers of this General 
Grand Chapter, shall in all cases, have authority to decide all 
Constitutional questions arising under this resolve. 

Provided, that this resolve shall not be so construed, as to ex- 
tend to any degree recognized by the General Grand Encampment 
of the United States of America. 

On motion , Resolved , That the M. E. Thaddeus Sandford, 

Grand Scribe of the Grand Chapter of Alabama, be and he is 

hereby respectfully invited to retain his seat, during the remainder 

of the session. Adjourned. 

♦ 

Sept. 18, 1826. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

City of New York fixed upon for the next meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter. 

Vote by which striking out Septennial,” and inserting Tri- 
ennial, was lost, reconsidered, and Triennial Meetings unani- 
mously adopted. 

On motion of M. E. Companion Knapp, it was Resolved 
unanimously, that a majority of the first four officers of the 
General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States of Amer- 
ica, have power to grant Dispensations or Charters for Royal Arch 
Chapters, in any Country , Republic or Territory whatever, when 
in their opinion the good of the Craft shall require the establish- 
ment of the order. 

The Committee on Finance reported $2011 35 in the Treasury, 
recommending the payment of the Grand Officers, and sundry 
bills, in all $525 94. Accepted and adopted. 
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M. E. Companion Loritig’s bill for attendance as proxy for the 
General Grand Secretary, was not allowed. The General Grand 
Chapter decided that no compensation shall be allowed any mem- 
ber of this General Grand Chapter, for attendance as proxy for a 
General Grand Officer. 

No further business being offered for the consideration of the 
General Grand Chapter, the M. E. General Grand Chaplain made 
a solemn and impressive Address to the Throne of Grace. 

And the General Grand Chapter was closed in solemn and 
ample form. 


SEVENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

Agreeably to a resolution, September, 1826, the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States assembled at the City of New York, 
in the State of New York, on Thursday, September 10, 1829. 

4 

GENERAL GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT TO WIT I 

M. E. John Snow, - * d. g. g. h. priest. 

“ Lebbeus Chapman, - - g. g. secretary. 

u Rev. Paul Dean, - - g. ct. sc hr be, as g. "g. king. 

u Joseph K. Stapleton, as - g. g. scribe. 

u Peter Grennell, * - g. g. treasurer. 

u Rev. Jonathan Nye, - - g. g. chaplain. 

The following named Companions appeared, presented their 
credentials as Officers, and proxies of Officers of the State Grand 
Chapters, viz : 

From Massachusetts. 

M. E. Daniel L. Gibbons, of'Boston, • - g. h. priest. 

“ Samuel Clarke, of Princeton, Worcester 

County, g. scribe. 

u John P. Bigelow, of Boston, as proxy for 
“ R. S. Spofford, - - - - g. king. 
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4 

M. E. Thomas Tolcman, of Canton, Norfolk 
Co., as proxy for 

u R. Huntoon, - - - * - d. g. h. priest. 

From New Hampshire . 

M. E. Frederick A. Sumner, Charleston, - g. h. priest, j 
“ Isaac W. Hubbard, ns proxy for 
u Horace Chase, g. king. 

From Vermont . 

M. E. Rev. Joel Clapp, of Bethel, - - g. h. priest. 

“ Hannibal Hodges, Clarenden, g. king. 

u Philip Tucker, Vergennes, g. scribe. 

From Maine . 

M. E. Amos Nourse, Hallowell, - - d. g. h. priest. 

He also appeared as proxy for 

“ Nathaniel Coffin, - - - - g. rt. priest. 

“ H. Seaver, - - - - - g. king. 

From Rhode Island . 

M. E. Paul Dean, Providence, as proxy for 
“ Caleb Drown, - - - - g. h. priest. 

From New York . 

M. E. Richard Pennell, of New York, - g. h. priest. 
u Ezra Cozier, Utica, - - - d. g. h. priest. 

From Maryland . 

M. E. Joseph K. Stapleton, of Baltimore, - g. h. priest. 
And proxy for 

“ Philip Eckel, - - * - . * p. g. g. scribe. 

f ‘ James King, *g. king. 

u George Keyser, Baltimore, - - d. g. h. priest. 

He also appeared as proxy for 
“ Thomas W. Hall, - a. scribe- 
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From South Carolina . 


M. E. James Eyland, Charleston, 

G. H. PRlfiSt. 

He also appeared as proxy for 
“ James C. Morris, - 

G. SCRIBE. 

u Edward Sebring, proxy for 
“ Alex. McDonald, - 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

u Samuel L. Knapp, proxy for 
“ Edward S. Courtney, 

G. tflNG. 

From District of Columbia. 


M. E. Samuel L. Knapp, proxy for 
“ W. W. Seaton, - % - 

G H« PRIEST. 

“ J. B. Hammond, - 

D. G. H. PRIEST* 

u E. S. Lewis, 

G. KING. 

u Jonathan Caruther, - 

G. SCRIBE. 


From Louisiana . 


M. E f Alex. E. McConnell, of New Orleans, delegate. 

From Province of Upper Canada . 

Companion James Robinson Wright, 

High Priest of Union Chapter, Kingston . 

The General Grand Chapter was, after having been duly or- 
ganized, and prayers by the Most Excellent General Grand Chap- 
plain, opened in due and solemn form. 

The General Grand Secretary then laid before the General Grand 
Chapter various communications, which were read and distributed 
lo appropriate committees for consideration and report. 

A committee was raised to take into consideration and report the 
most suitable measures to be adopted by the General Grand Chap- 
ter in relation to the death of the late General Grand High Priest, 
DeWitt Clinton. This committee subsequently made a report, 
which was read and adopted. 

The following committees were also raised, to wit : 

Companions Keyset, Cozier and Child, on the proceedings of 
General Grand Officers during the recess. 
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Companions Tucker, Nourse and Penmell, on the Secretary and 
Treasurer’s accounts, and on Finances. 

Companions Nourse, Toleman and Gibbons, on the memorial 
of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana. 

Companions Clapp, Cozier and Toleman, on a communication 
from Most Excellent Joseph K. Stapleton, on the subject of the 
Degrees of Royal and Select Master. 

Most Excellent Companion Nye, Chairman of the committee 
appointed at the last triennial meeting, on the revision of the 
General Grand Constitution, made a report thereon, which was read 
and considered at length in committee of the whole during several 
sittings for that purpose, and resulted in the following 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

Section 1. There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for the United States of America, which shall be 
holden triennially, on the second Tuesday in September, at such 
place as shall from time to time be designated for that purpose, and 
at which time the General Grand Officers shall be elected by ballot, 
and installed. 

Sec. 2. The General Grand Chapter shall have and maintain 
jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, and over Chapters in 
those States, Districts, Republics, or Territories, which recognize 
this jurisdiction, and where there is no Grand Chapter regularly 
established, agreeably to the provisions of this Constitution ; and 
shall have the authority to suspend the proceedings of such State 
Grand Chapters, and such Chapters in States where there is no 
Grand Chapter, as may knowingly violate any of the provisions of 
this Constitution ; to settle all difficulties which may arise, and to 
give such advice and instruction as may seem most conducive to 
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their peace, and to the advancement of the great cause of benevo- 
lence and virtue. 

Sec. 3. The officers of the General Grand Chapter shall consist 
of a General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
General Grand King, General Grand Scribe, General Grand Secre- 
tary, General Grand Treasurer, General Grand Chaplain, and 
General Grand Marshal ; these, together with the first four officers 
of the several Slate Grand Chapters under this jurisdiction, or the 
regular proxies of the said first four officers of the said State Grand 
Chapters, shall compose the General Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 4. On all questions to be decided by the General Grand 
Chapter, each State Grand Chapter shall be entitled to four votes 
by its representative or representatives. 

Sec. 5. The General Grand High Priest and Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, shall have authority to call a meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter, whenever they may consider it expedient 
or necessary ; and it shall be their duty so to do, when properly 
requested by a majority of the State Grand Chapters, of which 
four months notice shall be given of the time and place of meeting. 

Sec. 6. The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand 
High Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, 
shall severally have power and authority to grant Dispensations or 
Charters for new Royal Arch Chapters, in any State, Country, 
Republic or Territory, in which there is not a Grand Chapter 
regularly established, when, in their opinion, the good of the Craft 
shall require the establishment of the order ; but no new Chapter 
shall be established in any State, Country, Republic, or Territory, 
where there is a Chapter within a reasonable distance, under the 
authority of this jurisdiction, without the approbation of the Chap- 
ter nearest to the place where said new Chapter is proposed to be 
located. 

Sec. 7. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter, 
with subordinate degrees, shall be ninety dollars, and no more ; 
and the Secretary shall be paid by the petitioners ten dollars for his 
services in furnishing the Charter. 
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The fees in the several States for conferring the several degrees 
of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal 
Arch Mason, shall not be less than twenty dollars ; and the fees 
for the advancement of a candidate to the degree of Mark Master 
in all Lodges and Chapters shall not be less than four dollars, and 
no credit shall be given for Charters, or for conferring the degrees, 
in any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction. And any Chap- 
ter holden by Dispensation or Warrant from either of the offices of 
the General Grand Chapter authorized to give them, shall pay into 
the treasury of the General Grand Chapter, the sum of two dollars 
for each Companion hereafter exalted. 

[The remainder of Art. I., and the whole of Art. II., are ver- 
batim, like the Constitution of 1850, with the exception of the 
substitution of “Warrant” for Charter , in nearly every place 
where it occurs, and the striking out of the word “ Dispensation” 
in Sec. 5 and 7, of Art. II., and addition in Sec. 6, Art. II., of 
the words “ and Lodges” after Chapters. \ 

ARTICLE III. 

OF SUBORDINATE CHAPTERS AND LODGES. 

Section 1. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons, throughout this jurisdiction, shall have a 
warrant of Constitution from the Grand Chapter of the Slate in 
which they may be respectively holden, or a warrant from one of 
the General Grand Officers, and no Chapter shall be deemed legal 
without such warrant ; and Masonic communication, both public 
and private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden, between any 
Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction or any member of either of 
them, and any Chapter, Lodge, or assembly that may be so illegally 
formed, opened, or holden, without such Charter, or any or either of 
their members, or any person exalted or advanced in such illegal 
Chapter or Lodge. But nothing in this Section shall be construed 
to affect any Chapter or Lodge which was established before the 
adoption of the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, at Hartford, on 
the 27th day of January, A. D. 1798. 
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[The 2d, 3d, 4th and 5th Sections of this Article are word for 
word, like those of 1850.] 

Sec. 6. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any 
regular stated meeting of the General Grand Chapter, with the 
approbation of two-thirds of the voters present, and not otherwise. 

The remainder of this Constitution “ on constituting new Chap- 
ters ” is, verbatim like the Constitution of 1850. 

Sec. 4 of Article 4 of the Constitution of 1850, is the fore- 
going Section 6 of this Constitution. 

The committee to whom was referred a communication from the 
Grand Chapter T>f Louisiana, praying to be admitted within the 
jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter, have had the same 
under consideration, and report that in their opinion the best in- 
terests of Royal Arch Masonry require that the prayer of their 
petition should be granted. 

They recommend the adoption of the following resolutions. 

Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of Louisiana be, and it is 
hereby admitted into union with the Grand Chapter under this 
jurisdiction, and entitled to all the rights, powers and privileges 
thereunto belonging, and that the Most Excellent Alexander 
McConnell, the delegate from said Grand Chapter, is admitted to 
a seat and vote in this General Grand Chapter. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be directed to in- 
form Lafayette Chapter, at St. Francisville, that the Grand Chap- 
ter of Louisiana, having been recognized by this General Grand 
Chapter, said Lafayette Chapter will hereafter act under the im- 
mediate jurisdiction and authority of the Grand Chapter of 
Louisiana. 

The said Report and Resolutions having been read, were on 
motion unanimously adopted. 

The following Report from the committee to whom was referred 
the communication of Companion J. K. Stapleton, was received, 
read, and the resolutions adopted, to wit : 

Whereas , It is satisfactorily proved to this General Grand Chap- 
ter that the Constitution of Councils of Royal and Select Master 
12 
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Masons, in different parts of the United States, by sundry persons, 
has been without any legitimate authority ; and Whereas, those 
degrees are conferred in some Chapters under the authority of the 
General Grand Chapter ; and Whereas, it was proved that it was 
the sole intention of the M. E. Companions from whom those de- | 
grees emenated, that they should be conferred under the authority 
of Royal Arch Chapters. Therefore, 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter cordially recom- 
mend to the different Councils in the United States to adopt mea- 
sures to place those degrees under the authority of the State Grand 
Chapters. 

Resolved , That authority be, and is hereby granted to the several 
Grand Chapters, to make such arrangements as shall be found 
necessary for conferring the degrees of Royal and Select Masters in 
Royal Arch Chapters ; Provided always, that no Grand Chapter , 
within the limits of which is a Grand Council, shall authorize the 
Royal Arch Chapters under its jurisdiction, to confer such degrees 
without the consent of such Grand Council. 

( Signed ,) 

J oel C lapp, per order . 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the election of 
Officers, with the following result, to wit : 

M. E. and Hon. Edward Livingston, of Louisiana, 

General Grand High Priest . 

“ Hon. Joel R. Poinsett, of Charleston, S. C., { 

Deputy General Grand High Priest . 

ic Rev. Paul Dean, Boston, Mass , 

General Grand King . 

u Joseph K. Stapleton, Maryland, 

General Grand Scribe. 

“ Lebbeus Chapman, New York, 

General Grand Secretary. 

“ Peter Grennell, Rhode Island, 

General Grand Treasurer . 
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M. E. aad Rev. Jonathan Nye, New Hampshire, 

General Grand Chaplain . 

“ Amos Nourse, Maine, 

General Grand Marshal . 

Companion Keyser, from the committee on the “ proceedings 
of the General Grand Officers, during the recess,” made the follow- 
ing report, to wit : 

The committee to whom was referred the papers and proceedings 
of the General Grand Officers of the General Grand Chapter of 
the U. S., report, that it appears from the papers submitted to them, ^ 
that the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest, DeWitt Clin- 
ton, presented a dispensation on the 9th day of February, 1828, 
to James Robinson Wright, and others, to form, open, and hold a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in the Town of Kingston, in 
the Province of Upper Canada, for which the fees were paid into 
his hands, and that Most Excellent John Snow, Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, granted a dispensation on the 18th day of 
March, 1828, to John F. Ryland and others, to form, open, and 
hold a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, at the Town of Franklin, 
Howard County, in the State of Missouri, for which the fees have 
not been received. The committee recommend the adoption of 
the following resolution. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be directed to en- 
gross a warrant for Union Chapter at Kingston, Upper Canada, 
which, when executed, to transmit to the same, and to give the 
Companions authority to retain their dispensation, agreeably to their 
request, as a memorial of so great and good a man as was our late 
brother and companion, DeWitt Clinton. 

Geo. Keyser, per order . 

Which having been read, was accepted, and the resolution 
adopted 

On motion, Resolved , That the next triennial meeting of this 
General Grand Chapter, (which will be on the second Tuesday of 
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September, 1832,) shall be held in the City of Baltimore, in the 
State of Maryland. 

The committee to whom were referred the Secretary and 
Treasurer’s accounts, reported in detail, showing a balance in the 
hands of the Treasurer, after paying all expenses and allowances, 
of $1,246 16. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter 
were read and approved, and the General Grand Chapter was duly 
closed, after prayer by the General Grand Chaplain. 


EIGHTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

♦ 

At the time appointed for the meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States, (September, 1S32,) the City of 
Baltimore, with many other cities of the United States, was afflicted 
with Cholera, which rendered it improper to hold the meeting at 
that time. The General Grand Officers therefore directed the 
triennial meeting to be called for the transaction of the regular 
business of the General Grand Chapter, on Wednesday, the 28th 
day of November, 1832. 

Accordingly, on that day, the triennial meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter was held at the Masonic Hall, in the City of Bal- 
timore, and opened in due form, and with solemn prayer. 


M. E. 

PRESENT : 

Comp. Rev. Paul Dean, 

G. G. K., as G. G. H. P. 

U 

(( 

J. K. Stapleton, - 

G. G. S., as G. G. K. 

U 

(( 

J. M. Allen, N.Y., as 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

t< 

u 

J. Herring, N. Y., as - 

G. G. SECRETARY. 

<€ 

(( 

Peter Grennell, - 

G. G. TREASURER. 

U 

u 

George Keyser, of Md., 

G. G. MARSHAL. 

And 

the Representatives of the Grand Chapters of the States of 


Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode Island, Con- 
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necticut, New York, Maryland, District of Columbia, Louisiana 
and Ohio. 

The M. E. Companions Myers, Keyser and Crawford, were 
appointed a committee to examine the credentials of represent- 
atives. 

M. E. Companion Myers moved that Companion Robert Young s 
be appointed assistant General Grand Sentinel of the General 
Grand Chapter during the present session ; which motion was 
seconded, put, and lost ; but leave was granted Companion Young 
to visit the General Grand Chapter during the session. 

A committee, consisting of Companions J. T. Peters, C. Gil- 
man and A. D. Scovell, was appointed on Finance, and General 
Grand Secretary and Treasurer’s accounts. 

Also, a committee consisting of Companions Fiske, Haswell 
and Baldwin, on the transactions of the General Grand Officers, 
since the last triennial meeting. 

The Committee on Credentials beg leave to report that they 
have attended to the duty assigned them, and that the following 
Companions are duly authorized % as representatives in this General 
Grand Chapter, to wit : 

M. E. Comp. N. B. Haswell, g. h. priest, of the State of Ver- 
mont, and proxy of 

“ d. g. h. priest, g. kwg and g. scribe, of the same. 

“ Comp. Charles Gilman, proxy for the Officers of the Grand 
Chapter of New Hampshire. 

“ Comp. Josiah J. Fiske, g. h. priest, of tl^ State of 
Massachusetts. 

“ Comp. Edward A. Raymond, g. king of the same. 

“ “ Jacob Arnee, proxy for Chas. Willis, g. scribe. 

“ “ J. W. Crawford, g. king, of the State of Conn. 

“ “ A. D. Scovell, g. scribe of the same. 

“ James M. Allen, g. h. priest, of the State of N. Y. 

“ u M. Myers, d. g. h. priest, of the same. 

“ “ George Keyser, p. g. h. priest, of Maryland, and 

proxy for the Grand Chapter of Louisiana. 
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M. E. Comp. W. L. Billing, proxy for 

u Marmaduke Dove,G. s. 

u Comp. G. W . Haller, n. g. h. priest of the Grand Chap- 
ter of the District of Columbia. 

“ “ C. H. Peters, g. king. 

“ Jesse T. Peters, g. s., and 

“ “ Thomas Phoenix, g. s.,of the Grand Chapter of Md. 

“ “ James Salisbury, proxy for 

“ Christian N. Nestell, g. s., of the Grand Chapter of 11. I. 

“ Comp. Samuel Stokely, g. h. priest, of Ohio. 

u “ James Herring, of New York, proxy for 

“ Lebbeus Chapman, g. g. secretary. 4 

(Signed,) M. Meyers, 

Geo. Keyser, 

J. w! Crawford. 

Thursday, Nov. 29, 1S32. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

A communication was received from the M. E. Companion Has- 
well, in relation to the state of flftasonry in Vermont, which was 
read, and with the accompanying documents ordered to be laid on 
the table. 

M. E. Companion Nye offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted, to wit : 

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to take into 
consideration the present situation of our Institution, and recommend 
such things and measures as they in their wisdom may consider 
expedient <Sid necessary. 

[This committee was then raised, and the communication from 
M. E. Companion Haswell, in relation to the state of Masonry in 
Vermont, together with the accompanying documents, was also 
referred to it. The committee subsequently reported at length 
upon the subjects of the resolution offered by M. E. Companion 
Nye ; embracing also, the communication of M. E. Companion 
Haswell, in relation to the state of Masonry in Vermont. It is not 
deemed necessary or desirable to insert this report here, as the dis- 
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cussions contained in it, and the measures recommended by it, 
having special reference to the peculiar condition of things at that 
time, have long since ceased to possess any particular interest for 
the Orde ;.] 

Friday, Nov. 30, 1832. 

The General Grand Chapter met and proceeded to the election 
of its Officers. 

A letter was received and read, from the Most Excellent and 
Hon. General Grand High Priest, Edward Livingston, expressing 
his regret at, and stating the reason for his absence from'the present 
meeting of the General Grand Chapter. 

The following is the result of the election. 

M. E. & Hon. Edw. Livingston, (unani’Jy,) G. G. H. Priest. 

“ u J. R. Poinsett, (unani’Iy,) I). G. G. H. Priest. 

u Rev. Paul Dean, G. G. King. 

tc Joseph K. Stapleton, (unanimously,) G. G. Scribe. 

“ Rev. Jonathan Nye, G. G. Secretary. 

“ Peter Grennell, G. G. Treasurer. 

“ Rev. Charles S. Williams, of Halt., G. Gr Chaplain. 

[A committee appointed yesterday in relation to the next meet- 
ing of the General Grand Chapter, reported in favor of holding it 
at Washington, on the first Monday in December, 1835, which 
report was agreed to, and the Constitution was amended accord- 

>ngly-] 

Saturday, Dec. 1, 1S32. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

Communications were received from the Grand Chapters of 
Maryland and the District of Columbia, certifying, that under a 
commission from the General Grand Chapter, issued in December 
1829, they had installed the Most Excellent and Hon. Ed. Livings- 
ton, General Grand High Priest elect, of this General Grand 
Chapter, and the Most Excellent Hon. Joel R. Poinsett, Deputy 
General Grand High Priest elect, into their respective Offices, on 
the 3d of April, 1830. 
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Companion Haswell offered a resolution of thanks to the Most 
Excellent and Rev. Jona. Nye, for his Christian and Masonic labors 
as the General Grand Chaplain of this body, for the last twenty-six 
years, which was adopted. 

Companion Keyser offered a resolution of thanks to our worthy 
Companion, James Herring, Esq., of New York, for the able and 
obliging manner with which he has discharged the duty of General 
Grand Secretary to the, General Grand Chapter during its present 
session, which was adopted. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the election of a 
General Grand Marshal, and on the ballots being counted, it ap- 
peared that Most Excellent Companion Mordecai Meyers, of New 
York, was duly elected to that office. 

The following resolutions were adopted unanimously, to wit: 

Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of the District of Columbia 
be requested to receive the renewal of the oath of Office from the 
Hon. Edward Livingston, on his acceptance of the Office of 
General Grand High Priest of # the United States, and that the 
Grand Offices of the said Grand Chapter make the necessary ar- 
rangements to perform the same. 

Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of the State of South Caro- 
lina be requested to receive the renewal of the oath of office from 
the Hon. J. R. Poinsett, on his acceptance of the office of Deputy 
General Grand High Priest of the United States, and that the 
Grand Officers of said Grand Chapter make the necessary arrange- 
ments for the performance of the same, and that a copy of said 
resolutions be sent to the above Grand Chapters, by the General 
Grand Secretary, under the seal of the General Grand Chapter. 

Most Excellent Rev. Companion Nye, resigned the office of 
General Grand Secretary, and his resignation was accepted, and a 
new election ordered. 

The ballots being received and counted, it appeared that Com- 
panion James Herring was elected General Grand Secretary. 

The committee on the Secretary and Treasurer’s accounts, re- 
ported in detail in respect to the Grand Treasurer’s accounts, 
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showing a balance in his hands, after all payments and allowances 
made, of $526 23. The account of the Grand Secretary being 
incomplete and unaccompanied by the necessary vouchers, was 
returned to the Grand Chapter for its further disposition, and refer- 
red to a committee with power to settle it. 

Companion Gilman offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted and referred to Companions Gilman, Haswell and 
Piske, viz. : 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to take into 
consideration the present state of the funds of the General Grand 
Chapter ; to correspond with the several Grand Chapters upon the 
subject of increasing the same, and to report the result of their 
deliberations at the next meeeting of this body. 

The Most Excellent Grand King, Scribe, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Marshal, were severally installed into office. 

The installation of the Most Excellent and Rev. Companion 
Williams, General Grand Chaplain elect, was referred to the Grand 
Chapter of Maryland. 

The minutes of the General Grand Chapter were then read and 
approved, and the General Grand Chapter closed the session with 
solemn prayer by the M. E. Companion Rev. Paul Dean. 

James Herring, 

General Grand Secretary . 

NINTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

The Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, was held at the Masonic Hall, in the City of Wash- 
ington, on Monday, the 7th day of December, 1835. 

present : 

The M. E. Comp. Jonathan Nye, as - - g. g. h. priest. 

u “ “ James Herring, - - g. g. sec. 

“ “ “ Peter Grennell, - - a. g. treas. 

And Delegates from the several State Grand Chapters under 

this jurisdiction. 

13 
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The General Grand Chapter was opened with the usual 
solemnities. 

On motion of Comp. R. Pannell, of New York, a Committee 
on* Credentials was appointed, consisting of Richard Pannell, of 
New York, Edward A. Raymond, of Massachusetts, Ingoldsby 
W. Crawford, of Connecticut. 

The M. E. Comp. Paul Dean, G. G. King, and M. E. Comp. 
Joseph K. Stapleton, G. G. Scribe, were then announced, and on 
being admitted, the M. E. G. G. King took the chair. 

The Committee on Credentials reported in part as follows, that 
they have attended to the duty assigned them, and find the follow- 
ing Companions entitled to seats in the General Grand Chapter, 
to wit : 

From New York . 

M. E. Comp. T. B. Yan Vechten, - - g. h. priest. 

u u Richard Pannell, - - - d. g. h. priest. 

C( “ Nathan Gillett, - - - g. scribe. 


From New Hampshire. 

M. E. Comp. B. L. Greenough, 

“ “ Isaac Hill, - 

ci “ Jonathan Nye, ... 


G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. KING. 


From Massachusetts. 

M. E. Comp. E. A. Raymond, - 
tc “ S. W. Robinson, - 


G. H. PRIEST. 
G. SCRIBE. 


From District of Columbia . 

M. E. Comp. W. W. Billing, g. king. 

From Ohio . 

M. E. Comp. John Barney, proxy for the - g. h. p. & g. k. , 
From Connecticut. 

M. E. Comp. J. W. Crawford, - - ' - g. h. priest. 

Which report was accepted and approved. Adjourned. 
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Dec. 8, 1835. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

The Committee on Credentials further reported that there are 
in attendance, as Representatives of the Grand Chapter of 

Maryland . 

M. E. Comp. G. W. Haller, - - d. g. h. priest. 

“ “ C. G. Peters, - - g. king. 

iC “ C. Gilman, proxy for 

“ J. T. Peters, g. scribe* 

( Signed >) 

R. Pannell, 

E. A. Raymond, 

The committee appointed at the last Triennial Meeting to take 
into consideration the funds of the General Grand Chapter, having 
had no meeting upon that subject since the last session of the Gen. 
Grand Chapter, and there being but one member of said commit- 
tee present at this time, on motion of Comp. Gilman, the com- 
mittee was discharged from the further consideration of that 
subject. 

The M. E. Companion Yan Vechten,on behalf of Companions 
Samuel M. Williams, James H. C. Miller, and others associated - 
with them, then made an application for a Charter to constitute a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons in Texas, which was referred to a 
committee consisting of Companions Van Vechten, Raymond and 
Crawford. 

On motion of Comp. Raymond, 

Resolved , That the eighth Section of the second Arficle of the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, be referred to a com- 
mittee for revision and amendment. 

On motion of Comp. Nye, 

Resolved , That the first Section of the first Article be referred to 
a. committee for the same purpose. 

Whereupon the subject matter of both the two last resolutions 
were referred to the M. E. Companions Raymond, Van Vechten 
and Crawford. 
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Afterwards, the Committee on the proposed alterations of the 
Constitution, made the following report, which was adopted, 
to wit : 

That the first Section of the first Article be altered by striking 
out the words “ first Monday in December,” and substituting 
therefor, “ second Tuesday of September .’ 9 

That the eighth Section of the second Article be amended, by 
striking out the following words, “ and also a copy of their pro- 
ceedings annually.” 

Dec. 9, 1835. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

The Committee on Finance made a report in detail, showing a 
balance remaining in the hands of the Treasurer, after paying all 
expenses and allowances, of $213 52. 

The committee to whom was referred the application of Com- 
panions Samuel M. Williams, James C. Miller, and other Royal 
Arch Masons of Texas, associated with them for a warrant or 
charter, for a Royal Arch Chapter to be located at San Filipe de 
Austin, respectfully report, 

That in their opinion the application is proper, and ought to be 
granted. And they would respectfully recommend, that a warrant 
or charter, by the name of San Filipe de Austin Royal Arch Chap- 
ter, No. 1, of Texas, issue to Companion Williams, as High 
Priest, and Companion Miller, as King, with authority to them to 
fill up the other offices. And they would further recommend, 
that the Deputy Grand High Priest of New York be, and he is 
hereby authorized to install into the office of High Priest of said 
Chapter, Companion Samuel M. Williams. 

By order of the committee, 

(Signed,) Jacob T. B. Van Vechten, Ch'n. 

Which report was approved and adopted. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded \o the election of 
its officers for the ensuing three years, with the following result, viz. : 

MostE. Companion Edward Livingston, General Grand High 
Priest ; Most Excellent Companion Joel R. Poinsett, Deputy 
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General Grand High Priest; Most Excellent Companion Paul 
Dean, General Grand King ; Most Excellent Companion Jos. K. 
Stapleton, General Grand Scribe ; Most Excellent Companion 
Charles Gilman, General Grand Secretary ; Most Excellent Com- 
panion Edward A. Raymond, General Grand Treasurer ; Most 
Excellent Companion Rev. Frederick Clark, General Grand 
Chaplain ; Most Excellent Companion Ingoldsby W. Crawford, 
General Grand Marshal. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved , That when the General Grand Chapter adjourns, it 
adjourns to meet in the City of Boston, on the second Tuesday of 
September, 1838. 

The Most Excellent Companions Paul Dean, General Grand 
King, and J. K. Stapleton, General Grand Scribe, were then pre- 
sented for installation, and renewed their oaths of office. 

The Most Excellent Companions Charles Gilman, General 
Grand Secretary elect ; Edward A. Raymond, General Grand 
Treasurer elect ; Frederick Clark, General Grand Chaplain elect ; 
and J. W. Crawford, General Grand Marshal elect, were severally 
presented, and duly installed into office. 

Proclamation was then made by the General Grand Marshal, 
that the offices of the General Grand Chapter present were now 
duly installed into office, and that the General Grand Chapter was 
about to adjourn for the ensuing three years. 

Resolutions were then offered and adopted unanimously, ten- 
dering the thanks of the General Grand Chapter to the Most Ex- 
cellent Companions James Herring of New Yorl^, the late General 
Grand Secretary, and to the Most Excellent Peter Grennell, late 
General Grand Treasurer, for the able and faithful manner in 
which they have performed the duties of their respective offices ; 
and the present General Grand Secretary was directed to forward 
to each of them a copy of such resolutions. 

The minutes of the General Grand Chapters were then read and 
approved, after which the General Grand Chapter was closed with 
solemn prayer, by the Most Excellent Grand Chaplain. 

(Signed,) Charles Gilman, G. G. Sec . 
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TENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 

The Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter was 
held at the Masonic Temple in the City of Boston, on the 11th 
ddy of September, 1838. 

M. E. Rev. Paul Dean, as * * g. g. h. priest. 

“ Joseph K. Stapleton, as - - - g. g. king. 

“ Ebenezer Wentworth, as - - *g. g. scribe. 

“ Charles Gilman, - - * * g. g. secretary. 

“ Edward A. Raymond, - - - g. g. treasurer. 

“ J. W. Crawford, - * - * g. g. marshal. 

The General Grand Chapter was opened in ancient and ample 
form, and with prayer by the M. E. Rev. Paul Dean. 

A Committee on Credentials was appointed. 

A resolution was adopted to appoint a Special Committee of one 
from each State represented, to take into consideration the General 
state of Masonry. 

Companions Van Vechten, of N. Y., Robinson, of Mass., 
Smith, of N. H., Stapleton, of Maryland, and Gilman, of Ohio, 
Were subsequently appointed said committee. 

Ail Royal Arch Masons in good standing were invited to visit 
the General Grand Chapter. 

The Committee on Credentials reported that the following Com- 
panions were entitled to seats: 

From New Hampshire . 

M. E. Robert Smith, - - - - - g. h. priest. 

From Massachusetts. 

M. E. Simon W. Robinson, g. h. priest. 

“ John B. Hammatt, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

“ Elijah Atherton, - - - - g. king. 

“ Enoch Hobart, g. scribe. 

From Connecticut. 

M. E. William H. Ellis, - - - - g. h. priest. 

“ J. W. Crawford, proxy for - * o fc scribe. 
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From New York . 

M. E. Jacob T. B. Van Vechten, 

“ Joseph Cuyler, - 

“ Ebenezer Wadsworth, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 

From Maryland . 

M. E. Joseph K. Stapleton, 

“ C. G. Pefers, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

From Ohio . 

M. E. Charles Gilman, proxy for - - g. h. priest. 

Committees appointed, and General Grand Chapter Adjourned. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

Sept. 11, 1838. 


A communication from King Solomon’s Chapter, Indiana, was 
referred to the Committee on the proceedings of General Grand 
Officers. 


A committee was appointed to report a suitable notice of the 
death ? of M. E. Comp. Edward Livingston, late General Grand 
High Priest. Adjourned. 

Sept. 12, 1838. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

The General Grand Secretary informed the General Grand 
Chapter that he had in his possession certain documents, whereby 
it appeared that the M. E. Joel R. Poinsett, Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, had issued his dispensation, establishing a 
Royal Arch Chapter in the City of Macon, Georgia— that Comp. 
Poinsett had forwarded to him the constitutional fees for the same, 
with request that he would transmit them to the General Grand 
Treasurer, which he had done. 

Said documents were referred to the Committee on the Proceed- 
ings of the General Grand Officers. 

Committee on Credentials reported Most Excellent Coddington 
Billings, proxy for Deputy Grand High Priest of the Grand Chap- 
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ter of Connecticut ; Most Excellent James M. Allen, proxy for 
Most Excellent J. R. Poinsett, Deputy General Grand High Priest. 

A committee of three was appointed to examine what alteration, 
if any, is necessary to be made in the Constitution in relation to 
the duties of the General Grand Officers, relative to the funds of 
the General Grand Chapter. Companions Wadsworth, Smith 
and Dean were appointed. 

4 o’clock, P. M., to-morrow, appointed as the time for electing 
Officers. 

Companion Allen read two letters from Most Excellent Com- 
panion, Joel R. Pointsett, Depiity General Grand High Priest. 
The first one dated “ Washington, June 7th, 1838,” and stating 
that his public duties would not permit of his being present at the 
meeting of the General Grand Chapter, and appointing Compan- 
ion Allen his proxy, declining a re-election, or an election to the 
office of General Grand High Priest. 

The other dated “ White Sulphur Springs, 23d Aug., 1838,” 
stating indisposition, and reiterating his former declination. 

Adjourned. 

September 13, 1838. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

The Grand Chapters of Massachusetts, New York and Mary- 
land, responded favorably to a request of the General Grand 
Chapter at its last triennial meeting, for pecuniary aid. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The General Grand Secretary reported his compliance with the 
directions of the General Grand Chapter, in relation to the defal- 
cation of the late General Grand Secretary, Lebbeus Chapman. 

Copies of General Grand Secretary Gilman’s letters to Com- 
panion Chapman, to which no response was made, and his official 
announcement of Companion Chapman’s expulsion from all the 
rights and privileges of the Masonic Fraternity, accompanied the 
report. 

The General Grand Secretary also reported that a charter had 
been forwarded to San Filipe de Austin Chapter, in Texas ; and 
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that the sum of $90 as fees for the same, had been paid over to 
the General Grand Treasurer. That he had received fifty-two 
dollars as dues to the General Grand Chapter from King Solomon’s 
Chapter, at Richmond, Indiana, and had paid the same over to 
the General Grand Treasurer. 

The General Grand Secretary made a further report, showing, 
in detail, the money that had come into his hands during the re- 
cess, amounting in the aggregate to $412. The City of New 
York was fixed upon as the place for the next triennial meeting. 

A report was made by the committee appointed to prepare a 
suitable tribute of respect to the memory of Edward Livingston, 
late General Grand'High Priest, accompanied by a preamble and 
three orders. 

1st. Devoting a page of the proceedings to an inscription to his 
memory. Which was done. 

2d. That the General Grand Secretary cause the same to be 
printed with the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter. 
Which was also done. 

3d. That the General Grand Secretary transmit copies of said 
proceedings to the family of the deceased. 

The Committee on Finance reported in detail, and after stating 
the debits, credits and allowances, found a balance in the Treasury 
of $466 24. And closing their report with a recommendation 
not to call on any of the Grand Chapters for contributions to the 
funds of the General Grand Chapter. 

The report was accepted and adopted. 

The Committee on the state of Masonry made a report. [But, 
as all the troubles of those times are passed and gone, the commit- 
tee appointed to make this Compendium, see no cause for spread- 
ing that report here.] 

The following Officers were elected: 

Most Excellent Rev. Paul Dean, General Grand High Priest; 
Most Excellent Joseph K. Stapleton, Deputy General Grand High 
Priest ; Most Excellent T. B. Van Vetchen, General Grand King ; 

14 
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Most Excellent Ingoldsby W. Crawford, General Grand Scribe ; 
Most Excellent Charles Gilman, General Grand Secretary ; Most 
Excellent Edward A. Raymond, General Grand Treasurer. 

Adjourned. 

Sept. 14, 1838. 

The General Grand Chapter met, and the election of Officers 
was continued, and the following Companions were elected: 

M. E. David Butler, D. D., General Grand Chaplain; Most Ex- 
cellent Ezra S. Barn urn. General Grand Marshal. 

The General Grand Officers were installed, except the General 
Grand Chaplain, who was not present, and the Grand Chapter of 
New York was requested to inslal him. 

The General Grand Chapter then 

Resolved , That a committee of three Companions be appointed 
to revise and amend the General Grand Constitution, and to report 
at the next triennial meeting such amendments to the same asthey 
may deem expedient and proper. 

Companions Allen, Van Vechten and Wadsworth were appointed 
the committee. 

The Committee on the doings of the General Grand Officers 
made a report in which they approved of the granting of a Dis- 
pensation by Most Excellent Companion Poinsett, June 21, 1838, 
for a Royal Arch Chapter at Macon, Georgia, and of the granting 
of dispensations as follows, by Most Excellent Companion Staple- 
ton, viz. : 

For a Chapter at Palmyra, Missouri. 

For a Chapter at Richmond, Indiana. 

The report closes with a resolution, directing a charter to be 
issued to the Chapter at Richmond, Indiana ; they having com- 
plied with the Constitution, and to the others whenever they make 
the Constitutional returns. 

The report was accepted, and the resolution agreed to. 

A resolution of thanks to the Hon. Joel R. Poinsett was unani- 
mously adopted. 
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The credentials of Companion Moses Stephens, as proxy for 
Most Excellent B. S. Tappan, Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Chapter of Tennessee, were presented, and Companion Stephens, 
was admitted to a seat as a member of the General Grand Chapter. 

The thanks of the General Grand Chapter were voted to the 
General Grand Officers present, and the General Grand Chapter 
was closed in due form. 


ELEVENTH MEETING OP THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER. 


The Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States of America, was held in the Chapter rooms of the 
Apollo, in the City of New York, on Tuesday, the 14th day of 
September, 1841. 


PRESENT 

M. E. Rev. Paul Dean, 

“ Richard Ellis, as 
tc J. W. Crawford, as 
“ Joseph Chuyler, as 
“ Ebenezer Wadsworth, as 
“ E. A. Raymond, - 
“ Robert Punshon, as 
“ Ezra S. Barnum, 
u Companion Wm. Boardman, 


G. G. II. P. 

D. G G. H. P. 

G. G. K. 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

G. G. SECRETARY. 
G. G. TREASURER. 
G. G. CHAPLAIN. 

G. G. MARSHAL. 

G. G. SENTINEL. 


The General Grand Chapter was opened in due form. 

Prayer by the Rev. Robert Punshon. 

Committee on credentials appointed. 

Adjourned to 4 P. M. 

Met, according to adjournment. 

The General Grand High Priest announced the death of Most 
Excellent T. B. Yan Vechten, General Grand King. 

Resolutions of respect to hfs memory were adopted. 

Adjourned. 
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September 15, 1841. 

General Grand Chapier met. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the following Compan- 
ions entitled to seats. 

Most Excellent Companions James M. Allen, proxy for Most 
Excellent Companion Joel ft. Pointsett, P. D. General Grand 
High Priest. 

From Vermont . 

M. E. Nathan B. Has well, - - - g. h. priest. 

From New Hampshire . 

M! E. Robert Smith, proxy for - - g. h. priest. 

From Masssachnsetts. 

M. E. Elijah Atherton, - - - - g. h. priest. 

“ Charles W. Moore, proxy for - - u. g. h. priest. 

“ J. R. Bradford, g. king. 

“ Robert Keith, o. scribe. 

From Rhode Island. 

M. E. Barney Merry, proxy for - - - g. h. priest. 

“ Joseph W. Miller, proxy for - - d. g. h. priest. 

“ William Field, .... g. king. 

“ Alvin Jencks, - - - g. scribe. 

From Connecticut . 

M. E. William H. Ellis, - G. H. PRIEST. 

“ Horace Goodwin, second - - - d. g. h. priest. 

From New York. 

M. E. Richard Ellis, . - - - g. h. priest. 

“ Benjamin Enos, - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

Joseph M. Cuyler, - - G. KING. 

t€ Ezra S. Barnum, G . scribe. 

From Ohio. 

M. E. Rev. Robert Punshon, proxy for - g. h. priest. 
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Standing Committees were appointed. 

Comp. Allen, from the committee appointed at the last triennial 
meeting, to revise and amend the G. G. Constitution, reported at 
length, and proposed the following amendment : 

u It shall be the duty of the General Grand Treasurer to receive 
and keep all moneys belonging to the General Grand Chapter, 
and to pay them out only upon the order thereof, and every officer 
and member of the General Grand Chapter who shall receive any 
money for the use thereof, shall immediately pay the same over to 
the Treasurer, and in case he does not reside at the same place, 
they shall transmit the same to him within thirty days after receiv- 
ing it, by due course of commercial exchange.’ ’ 

This amendment was laid on the table. Adjourned. 

Afternoon. 

A committee was appointed to designate the next place of 
meeting. 

The amendment to the Constitution laid on the table in the 
morning, was taken up and adopted. Adjourned. 

Evening. 

The committee to designate the next place of meeting, reported 
“ The City of New Haven,” and it was agreed to by the General 
Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter then adjourned to the next morning, 
when they met, but without doing any business, adjourned till 
afternoon. 

Sept. 16, 1841. Afternoon. 

General Grand Chapter met. 

M. E. Comp. Joseph K. Stapleton, Grand High Priest of the 
Grand Chapter of Maryland, and Deputy Genera! Grand High 
Priest of the General Grand Chapter, and M. E. Comp. Charl^p 
Gilman, General Grand Secretary, appeared and took their seats. 

A communication was received from the Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter of New Jersey, which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Warrants. 
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The Most Excellent Deputy General Grand High Priest, Joseph 
K. Stapleton, made a report of his doings at length ; from which, 
it appeared that he had granted Dispensations, as follows : 

March 12, 1S39. Renewal of a Dispensation to Logan Chap- 
ter, at Logansport, Indiana ; a former Dispensation having been 
granted by Deputy General Grand High Priest Poinsett, but by 
accident, the proceedings of the Chapter were not laid before the 
General Grand Chapter at its las! meeting. 

February I, 1840, a dispensation to Fayette Chapter, at Fay- 
etteville, Arkansas. 

June IT, 1840. a dispensation to Vicksburg Chapter, at Vicks- 
burg, Mississippi. 

July 19, 1841, a dispensation to Springfield Chapter, at Spring- 
field, Illinois. 

All the fees for which he had paid over to the General Grand 
Secretary. The report was refered to the Committee on Warrants. 

The General Grand Secretary made his financial report in de- 
tail, showing the receipt of $456, which he had paid over to the 
General Grand Treasurer, which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of officers, 
and the following Companions were elected: 

Most Excellent Rev. Paul Dean, General Grand High Priest ; 
Most Excellent Joseph K. Stapleton, Deputy Genera! Grand High 
Priest; Most Excellent J. VV. Crawford, General Grand King; 
Most Excellent Ezra S. Barnum, General Grand Scribe ; Most 
Excellent Charles Gilman, General rGand Secretary ; Most Ex- 
cellent Edward A. Raymond, General Grand Treasurer ; Most 
Excellent Robert Punshon, General Grand Chaplain ; Most Ex- 
cellent Nathan B. Haswell, General Grand Marshal. Adjourned. 

Friday, Sept . IT, 1841. 

General Grand Chapter met . 

The Committee on the State of Masonry made a short report, 
congratulating the General Grand Chapter on the prosperity of the 
Institution. 
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The Most Excellent Deputy General Grand High Priest made 
a verbal statement relative to the condition of the Royal Arch 
Chapters in the District of Columbia. 

Whereupon the following resolution was adopted : 

Resolved , That the Most Excellent Joseph K. Stapleton, Deputy 
General Grand High Priest be, and he is hereby authorized and 
empowered to take the necessary steps to place all Chapters of 
Royal Arch Masons, in that part of the District of Columbia, 
which formerly belonged to the State of Maryland, under the ju- 
risdiction of the Grand Chapter of Maryland ; and at his discre- 
tion to hieal and legalize, in such mode as he may think proper, 
any irregularity in the issuing of any Charter held by the said 
Chapters, or any one of them, or in the proceedingsof such Chap- 
ters or either of them, upon their submitting to his requirements. 

The Committee on Warrants reported a recommendation, that 
Charters be issued to 

Logan Chapter, Logansport, Indiana ; Vicksburg Chapter 
Vicksburg, Miss. ; Springfield Chapter, Springfield, III. ; Far . 
West Chapter, Fayetteville, Ark. 

Companion Haswell offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be directed to pre- 
pare and present, on the first day of each triennial session hereafter, 
a digest of the communications received by him, requiring the ac- 
tion of the General Grand Chapter. 

The Committee on the Acts of the General Grand Officers, made 
a repoft, which is of a general nature, and, as the Committee on 
Warrants reported all the necessary action of the General Grand 
Chapter on those acts, there seems to be nothing in the report that 
makes it necessary to either copy if, or make a synopsis of it. 

The Committee on Finance made a report by which it appeared 
that the entire sum in the Treasury amounted fa $737 19, out of 
which they recommended sundry payments to the General Grand 
Officers. 
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The following resolution, offered by the General Grand Secre- 
tary, was adopted : 

Resolved , That Hiram Chapter, at Trenton, be advised to place 
itself under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of the State of 
New York ; and that said Grand Chapter be advised to legalize 
the proceedings of Hiram Chapter, subsequent to the dissolution of 
the Grand Chapter of New Jersey. 

The General Grand Officers elect were installed. 

Adjourned to 4 o’clock, P. M. 

4 o’clock, P. M. 

The General Grand Chapter met. 

A communication was received from Vicksburg Chapter, in re- 
lation to a Grand Chapter in the Slate of Mississippi ; which, on 
motion, was laid on the table ; and the General Grand Secretary 
was directed to open a correspondence with the Chapters of that 
Stale on the subject. 

The General Grand Chapter was then duly closed with solemn 
prayer by the General Grand Chaplain. 


TWELFTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL ARCH 
MASONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The Triennial Session of the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for the United States of America, was held at the 
Temple, in the City of New Haven, in the State of Connecticut, 
on the 10th day of September, 1844, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


present : 

The M. E. Paul Dean, 

“ “ Joseph K. Stapleton, - 

“ “ I. W. Craivford, - 

“ “ Horace Goodwin, 2d., as 

“ “ Charles Gilman, - 

“ li Edward A. Raymond, 


O. G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. G. KING. 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

G. G. SECRETARY. 
G. G. TREASURER. 
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The M. E. N. B. Haswell, - - • a. a. marshal. 

“ a Albert Case, as g. g. chaplain. 

Comp. Isaac Tuttle, - - - sentinel. 

The General Grand Chapter was opened with solemn prayer by 
the General Grand Chaplain. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest appointed a 
Committee on Credentials. 4 

The Committee on Credentials reported the following Com- 
panions entitled to seats : 

M. E. and Rev. Paul Dean, - - - g. g. h. priest. 

“ Joseph K. Stapleton, - - - d. g. g. h. priest. 

u I. W. Crawford, - - - - g. g. king. 

“ Charles Gilman, - - g. g. secretary. 

“ E. A. Raymond, - - - - g. g. treasurer. 

u Nathan B. Haswell, - - - g. g. marshal. 

Representatives from State Grand Chapters. 

From New Hampshire. 

M. E. Robert Smith, proxy of - - g. h. priest. 

From Massachusetts. 

M. E. Ruel Baker, proxy of - - - g. h. priest. 

“ John B. Hammatt, proxy of - - d. g. h. priest. 

“ Charles W. Moore, proxy of - - g. king. 

From Connecticut. 

M.*E. Horace Goodwin, 2d., - - - g. h. priest. 

“ Wm. E. Sanford, g. scribe. 

From South Carolina . 

M. E. Rev. Albert Case, d. g. h. priest. 

From Ohio. 

M. E. Wm. B. Hubbard, - - - g. h. priest. 

From Maryland. 

M. E. C. G. Peters, - - - - g. king. 

15 
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The General Grand Secretary made the following communica- 
tion, which being being read, was referred to a special committee 
of three consisting of Companions Moore, of Massachusetts, Good- * 
win, of Connecticut, and Hubbard, of Ohio ; whose duty it was 
made to report specially as to the disposition of the several matters 
therein contained. 

* 

To the M. E. the General Grand High Priest , and other Officers 
and Members of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons, for the United States of America . 

In pursuance of a resolution of the General Grand Chapter, 
requiring the General Grand Secretary to prepare and present, on 
the first day of each triennial session, a digest of the communica- 
tions received by him requiring the action of the General Grand 
Chapter, the undersigned has the honor to submit the following : 

Soon after the close of the last triennial session, the General 
Grand Secretary received the herewith accompanying papers from 
San Felipe de Austin Chapter, in Texas, a chapter under the ju- 
risdiction of this General Grand Chapter. Which documents were 
intended to be submitted for your advice and instruction at that 
session ; but unfortunately the vessel by which they were sent was 
detained at sea until after the adjournment. 

From these papers it appears, that, in consequence of unfore- 
seen events, the companions to whom the charter of that Chapter 
was granted, found it impracticable to conduct the business of the 
Chapter at San Felipe de Austin, the place designated in their 
charter for its location, and assumed the responsibility of opening 
the same at Galveston, which was done on the 2d of June, 1840. 

It also appears that said Chapter has received a communication, 
purporting to come from a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, at the 
City of Austin, in that Republic, called u Lone Star Chapter, 
No. 3,” proposing a union with another body of Royal Arch 
Masons, at Matagorda, styling themselves “ Cyrus Chapter, 
No. 1,” for the purpose of organizing a Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the Republic of Texas. This the Chapter at 
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Galveston declined ; and wisely refused to hold Masonic intercourse 
with said so called Chapters at Matagorda and Austin, on the 
ground that the companions composing these assemblages had no 
legal Masonic right to hold Chapters of Royal Arch Masons. And 
in this doubtless they are correct ; for it is not pretended that they 
h.ave any Charter or Warrant whatever, but are merely individual 
Royal Arch Masons, who have, by their own unaided act, asso- 
ciated themselves together for this purpose, assuming the right so 
to do on account of the people of the country being politically 
separated from all others. How the minds of these respectable 
gentlemen, having a recollection of their masonic obligations, could 
come to such a conclusion, it is difficult to conceive. They say 
that the General Grand Chapter has no jurisdiction over the terri- 
tory of Texas, and therefore they owe you no allegiance. This 
is very true ; but if a number of Masons residing in Texas, where 
there is no Masonic Body to which they could apply for authority 
to open a Chapter, apply to the General Grand Chapter, as in the 
case of San Felipe de Austin, can it be doubted, that, according 
to the Masonic usage of the whole world, you have a right to grant 
such authority? Or suppose they should apply to the Grand 
Chapter of Pennsylvania, or Virginia, neither of which are under # 
your jurisdiction, have not either of those Grand Chapters a right 
to grant the authority ? No one can doubt that such an act is in 
perfect accordance with Masonic usage, and that the Chapters and 
the members thereof, are thereby placed under the parent body, 
the same as they would have been had they been located within 
the same political bounds. Under these circumstances and facts, 
the officers and members of San Felipe de Austin Chapter, ask, 
first, that you will approve and ratify their removing their Chap- 
ter from San Felipe de Austin, to Galveston ; and secondly, your 
advice and instruction touching their course towards the said so 
called Chapters at Matagorda and Austin. 

The matter of the Royal and Select Masters Masons degrees still 
continue to be a subject of anxiety and irritation in the Southern 
and Western States, and the conferring of them, in some instances, 


Digitized by 


Google 



116 


a matter of private emolument. It will be recollected that this 
subject was brought before you at the session in 1829; and, as 
was supposed, definitely settled. It seems, however, that, not- 
withstanding the undersigned has taken much pains to promulgate 
the order of the General Grand Chapter in the premises, there are 
those who are still uninformed as to the present regulation touch- 
ing those degrees, or are disposed to disregard it. It will be seen 
by reference to the printed minutes of the proceedings of the Grand 
Chapter of Alabama, in 1843, on page 10, that that body have 
determined that they will not recognize Royal and Select Masters 
who have received those degrees in Chapters of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons. The same subject has been brought before the Grand 
Chapter of Ohio, as will be seen by reference to the printed 
minutes of that body of 1842, on page 17 ; and again in 1S43, as 
will be found on pages 5 and 7 of the printed minutes of their 
proceedings in that year. A Grand Council for the State of Ala- 
bama also, formed, as it is believed, long since the regulations above 
alluded to, has taken action on this subject, and determined that 
they will not receive such Companions as may have received those 
degrees in Chapters, as will be found on page 15 of the pamphlet 
first above mentioned. 

Prom a communication received from Comp. Alexander T. 
Douglass, under date of March 18th, 1844, it will be seen that 
a certain Edwin Cruben, a Royal Arch Mason, in violation of the 
regulation aforesaid, is travelling from place to place, assuming a 
right to confer these degrees upon individuals when and where it 
may best suit his pleasure or convenience. Such itinerant impos- 
tors are a hindrance to the well being of Masonry, and serve to de- 
stroy its usefulness. 

By the record of the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter 
in 1819, it appears that the committee to whom was referred the 
subject matter of dispensations, granted by the General Grand Offi- 
cers during the previous recess, had heard that the then late Deputy 
General Grand High Priest had granted dispensations for Chapters 
at Madison, and at Brookville, in Indiana ; but there being no fur- 
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ther evidence of their existence before the General Grand Chapter, 
no ratification of those acts was passed, nor were their charters 
ordered, although several charters were at that time ordered for 
other Chapters, holding dispensations under authority of other 
General Grand Officers. Consequently, Madison and Brookville 
Chapters ceased to exist as legally constituted Masonic Bodies at 
that time. It appears, however, from the herewith accompanying 
papers, that Madison Chapter continued its labors for many years; 
and there having been another Chapter established at Vincennes, 
in that State, in 1823, it is said a Grand Chapter was organized 
with the approbation of M. E. Comp. John Snow, General Grand 
King. No documentary evidence of that authority, however, 
or even records of the proceedings of that Grand Chapter, are 
known to exist. Nor does it appear of record that the General 
Grand Chapter was ever advised of the existence of such institu- 
tion. These facts have been disclosed by the vigilance of our E. 
Comp- Isaac Bartlett, Secretary of Logan Chapter, upon a pro- 
position to resuscitate said Grand Chapter. On the true positions of 
these things being made known to the Companions at Madison, in 
the true spirit of Masonry, they immediately suspended all work, 
closed their Chapter, and determined to lay their case before you ; 
which they have done in a very frank, perspicuous and able me- 
morial by their High Priest, the M. E. Joseph G. Norwood, here- 
with presented amongst the documents aforesaid, accompanied by 
their Dispensation, their return from 1842 to the present time, and 
the payment of such dues as have accrued within that time. 

No return has been made of their doings from the time of their 
organization in 1819 to 1842. That the irregularities amongst 
these Companions are the result of mistakes as to the extent of 
power given by their dispensations there can by no doubt ; and 
those at Madison now pray that their acts may be made lawful by 
the approval of the General Grand Chapter, that their dues up to 
1842 may be remitted, and that a perpetual Charter may be granted 
them. 

There is much reason to believe that these are not the only 
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Chapters in like circumstances ; whilst there are others that have 
received Charters by order^)f the General Grand Chapter, but have 
never after thought proper to report their doings, nor to pay the 
constitutional dues. This may arise from a want of knowledge 
of the provisions of your Constitution, or it may be from careless- 
ness and inattention. It is not known that a register of the Chap- 
ters deriving their existence immediately from this General Grand 
Chapter, has ever been kept ; consequently, tto one can obtain 
an account of them without first searching through the records, 
and then instituting enquiries whether they are now in existence. 

By the papers herewith submitted it will appear that an unhappy 
state of things has for some time past existed among the fraternity 
in New Orleans, now or heretofore, members of the Grand Chapter 
of Louisiana. In February, 1842, the Grand Secretary of that 
Grand Chapter forwarded to the undersigned an official notice that 
the Warrantor Chapter Holland, No. 9, (a Chapter subordinate to 
that jurisdiction,) had been recalled for insubordination and diso- 
bedience to the lawful authority of that Grand Chapter ; and that 
two of its members, to wit : Catton Henry and D. C. Lehman, had 
been expelled from the Order of Masonry for having taken the most 
active part in the rebellion. From this decree, so far as respects 
himself, and of the competency of that body to sit in judgment upon 
any Masonic matter, the said D. C. Lehman has taken an appeal to 
the General Grand Chapter, of which due notice seems to have been 
given to the appellees. The testimony of witnesses has been 
taken to show that the Grand Chapter of Louisiana is not a legally 
constituted Masonic Body ; and also that it holds itself indepen- 
dent of, and in no way subordinate to, this General Grand Chap- 
ter. The question seems to be one involving the entire existence 
of a Grand Chapter in the State of Louisiana. 

In the month of August, 1843, a Dispensation was granted to 
a competent number of petitioners, by the Most Excellent Joseph 
K. Stapleton, Deputy General Grand High Priest, empowering 
them to open and hold a Chapter at Jackson, in the State of Mis- 
sissippi ; and Charles R. Prczriminski, was appointed the first 
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High Priest. By a copy of the record from the proceedings of 
that Chapter, herewith presented, it appears said Chapter has ex- 
pelled said Prczriminski u from all the rights, beeneflts, and pri- 
vileges of Masonry, for a flagrant, moral dereliction in a fraudulent 
and false assumption of Masonic rights to which he was not entitled.’ ’ 

Although not within the scope of his official duty, under the re- 
solution aforesaid, yet the undersigned would suggest a query 
whether it be competent for a Chapter to try and expel its own 
High Priest from the rights and privileges of Masonry, during the 
period for which he has been appointed ? 

There are other matters and things among the papers and docu- 
ments which will be laid before you ; but as they will probably be 
the subject matter of reports from other General Grand Officers, 
it is not considered necessary here particularly to notice them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed,) Charles Gilman, 

Cr. Cr. Secretary . 

Companion Hubbard from the special committee reported the 
following references of said report : 

1 . So much of the said report as relates to Royal Arch Masonry, 
in Texas, to a committee of three. 

2. So much thereof as relates to State Grand Councils, and the 4 
conferring of the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters, to a select 
committee of three. 

3. So much as relates to the Chapters of Madison and Brook- 
ville, in Indiana, and also, to the reputed State Grand Chapter of 
Indiana, to a select committee of three. 

4. So much as relates to the difficulties in New Orleans, as 
touching the expulsion of Companions Henry and Lehman, and 
the legal authority of the State Grand Chapter of Louisiana, to a 
committee of seven. 

5. So much as relates to the doings of the subordinate Chapter 
at Jackson, Mississippi, and the expulsion of their High Priest, to 
a committee of three. 

On motion, 
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Resolved , That ihe General Grand Secretary be requested during 
the ensuing recess, to ascertain what subordinate Chapters are 
legally acting under the authority of ttiis General Grand Chapter ; 
and that he make and report a register of the same, with such sug- 
gestions as he may deem for the benefit of this General Grand Chap- 
ter ; and moreover that he be, and hereby is, authorized and em- 
powered, on behalf of this body, to recall the outstanding Char- 
ters and Dispensations, which may have been forfeited, to this 
General Grand Chapter. 

Comp. E. A. Raymond offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted : 

Resolved , That all Royal Arch Masons in good and regular 
standing, have permission, and are invited, to take seats as visiters 
in the General Grand Chapter, during its present season. 

Adjourned. 

Afternoon Session. 

The General Grand Chapter met. 

The Committee on Credentials reported the following additional 


members present : 

M. E. Ezra S. Barn-uin, - 

g. g. Scribe. 

From Rhode Island. 


M. E. William Field, - - - - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

From Connecticut . 


M. E. Lucius Tyler, - - - 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

“ Benoni A. Shepherd, 

G. KING. 

From New York. 


M. E. Benjamin Enos, f - - - - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

“ Robert R. Boyd, - - - 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

“ Ebenezer Wadsworth, proxy for 

G. SCRIBE. 


The committees were appointed. 

The General Grand Secretary made his Financial Report in 
detail, from which it appeared that he had received and paid over 
to the General Grand Treasurer $1,548 72. 
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The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest reported : 

That on the 30th day of October, 1841, a petition, signed by 
the requisite number of R. A. Masons, and properly vouched, 
praying for a Dispensation for a new Chapter to be located at 
Holly Springs, in the county of Marshall, and State of Mississippi, 
was presented to him, and on the same day a Dispensation was 
granted for that purpose. A Chapter was accordingly organized ; 
and from the return of its officers, now in the hands of the General • 
Grand Secretary, it will be seen that success and prosperity has 
attended the efforts of our Companions at that place. 

The Most Excellent Deputy General Grand Priest, made the 
following report : 

That since the last triennial meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter, the resolutions of that session, relative to the condition 
of Royal Arch Masonry in the District of Columbia, has been 
duly enforced, and conformed by the Grand Chapter of the State 
of Maryland ; and that by virtue of the power therein given by 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, Maryland has 
assumed, and now holds jurisdiction over that portion of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia lying within the former limits of the State, and 
that, at present, Maryland has two Chapters at work therein — and 
further, that in the discharge of the duties of the Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, he has granted, since thp last meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter, the following Dispensations, viz. : 

1842. Feb. 7. To Comps. Charles H. Albert, and others, at Co- 

lumbus, Miss. 

“ Ap. 18. « A. Lightboume, and others, at Liberty, 

Mo. 

1843. Jan. 17. u B. V. Teel, and others, at Weston, Mo. 

ci Mar. 3. cc John Dade, & others, at Boonsville, Mo. 

“ May 13, “ J. W. S. Mitchell, and others, at Fa- 

yette, Missouri. 

“ Aug. 17. “ E. Deming, & others, at Lafayette, Ind. 

“ “ 24. “ Hiram C. Bennett, & others, at Burling- 

ton, Iowa. 

16 
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Jackson, Miss. 


tt 

Sep. 3. 

tt 

of Washington Chapter, No. 1 , Newark, 
N. J., to resume labour. 

1844. Feb. 16. 

tt 

A. D. Smith, and others, at Milwau- 
kee, Wisconsin Territory. 

tt 

Mar. 12. 

tt 

G. P. Lemmon, and others, at Little 
Rock, Arkansas. 

tc 

“ 19. 

tt 

J. R. Hartsock, and others, at Iowa 
City, (No. 2,) Iowa. 

tt 

May 16. 

tt 

Jacob Silver, and others, Village of 
Niles, St. Joseph Valley, Michigan. 

tt 

July 2. 

it 

B. Kavanaugh, and others, at Town 
of Platteville, Wisconsin Territory. 

tt 

“ 2- 

a 

W. T. Walker, and others, at Chica- 
go, Illinois. , 


Thus authorizing fourteen new Chapters to commence work 
and labour in the respective degrees appertaining to Royal Arch 
Masonry, and empowering one Chapter to resume labour, at New- 
ark, N. J. 

The Most Excellent General Grand King, and the Most Ex- 
cellent General Grand Scribe, made their respective reports, but as 
they had performed no definite acts, those reports are omitted. 

The General Grand Treasurer presented his account, which was 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The Committee on Warrants made a report, accompanied by 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter approve the action 
of the Deputy General Grand High Priest, in granting a Dispensa- 
tion to organize a Chapter at Niles, Berrien County, Michigan, to 
be known by the name of “ Joseph Valley Chapter, No. 2,” and 
that a regular Charter be issued to said Chapter. Adjourned. 
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Wednesday, Sept. 11. 

The General Grand Chapter was convened in pursuance of ad- 
journment. 

Comp. Lucius Tylor, Most Excellent Deputy Grand High 
Priest of Connecticut, having retired from the General Grand 
Chapter, delegated Comp. Wm. H. Ellis, as his representative, 
who appeared and took his seat as a member of the General Grand 
Chapter. 

A committee of five was appointed to confer with a committee 
of the General Grand Encampment, to designate a place for the 
next triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter. 

Comp. Boyd, of New York, presented the petition and appeal 
of George Fisher, late a member of San Felipe de Austin Chap- 
ter, * at Galveston, in the Republic of Texas; which on motion, 
was referred to the committee having in charge the subject matter 
of Royal Arch Masonry in Texas. Adjourned. 


Thursday, Sept. 12. 


* The General Grand Chapter was convened in pursuance of ad- 
journment. 

The Committee on the doings of the General Grand Officers 
made a report, general in its character, and embracing no action of 
the General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of Offi- 
cers, when the following Companions were elected : 


M. E. & Rev. Paul Dean, 

“ Joseph K. Stapleton, 

“ Ingoldsby W. Crawford, 
€t Ezra S. Barnum, 

“ Charles Gilman, 

“ Ewd. A. Raymond, 

“ & Rev. Robert Punshon, 
u Nathan B. Haswell, 


G. G. H. Priest. 

D. G. G. H. Priest. 
G. G. King. 

G. G. Scribe. 

G. G. Secretary. 

G. G. Treasurer. 

G. G. Chaplain. 

G. G. Marshal. 


•Comp. Fisher himself, informs me that he never was a member of San Felipe de 
Austin Chapter, No. 1, Texas, but resided within its jurisdiction. 

B. B. Fuses. 
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The General Grand Secretary proposed the following alterations 
in the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, which were 
adopted : 

CONSTITUTION. 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 3. The Officers of the General Grand Chapter shall 
•consist of a General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand 
High Priest, General Grand King, General Grand Scribe, General 
Grand Secretary, General Grand Treasurer, General Grand Chap- 
lain, and General Grand Marshal ; these together with the Past 
General Grand High Priest, Past Deputy General Grand High 
Priest, Past General Grand King, Past General Grand Scribe, the 
first four Officers of every State Grand Chapter under this jurisdic- 
tion, or the proxies of the first four General Grand Officers, and of 
the first four Officers of each State Grand Chapter aforesaid, shall 
compose the General Grand Chapter. Provided , that any Chap- 
ter under this jurisdiction, in any State, District, or Territory, 
whfere there is no Grand Chapter duly established, shall have -a 
right to appear by its first three Officers or any one or two of them ; 
which Officers shall collectively have one vote. 

Sec. 6 . The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand 
Scribe, shall severally have power and authority to grant Dispen- 
sations, for a limited length of time, for new Royal Arch Chapters 
and Lodges of the appendant orders, in any State, Country, Repub- 
lic, or Territory, in which there is not a Grand Chapter regularly es- 
tablished, when, in their opinion, the good of the Crafl may re- 
quire the same ; which term of time shall in no case extend 
beyond the time of the next triennial meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter ; but no new Chapter shall be established in any State, 
Country, Republic or Territory, where there is a Chapter within 
reasonable distance, under the jurisdiction of this General Grand 
Chapter, without the approbation of the Chapter nearest to the 
place where said new Chapter is proposed to be located ; and in 
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all cases of such dispensation , the officer who may grant the same, 
shall immediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, and 
make report of the same at the next triennial meeting of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter, when the General Grand Chapter may grant 
the said Chapter a Charter. 

Sec. 7. (After the semi-colon, say) and no credit shall be 
given for Dispensations or Charters, or for conferring the degrees, 
in any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction. And every * 
Chapter holden by Dispensation or Charter under this jurisdiction, 
shall pay into the treasury of the General Grand Chapter, the sum 
of two .dollars for each Companion therein exalted, Until such 
time as a Grand Chapter shall be regularly established in the State, 
Country, Republic or Territor}' in which such subordinate Chap- 
ter is located. 


ARTICLE III. 

Sec. 1. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons throughout this 
jurisdiction shall have a Dispensation's is provided in Section 
6th, of the first Article, or Section 4th of the second Article of this 
Constitution, or a Charter from the General Grand Chapter, or 
from some Grand Chapter under the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter ; and no Chapter shall be deemed legal without 
such Dispensation or Charter; and Masonic communication, both 
public and private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden, between 
any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction, or any member of 
either of them, and any Chapter, Lodge, or Assembly that may 
be so illegally formed, opened, or holden without such Warrant, 
or any or either of their members, or any person exalted or ad- 
vanced in such illegal Chapter or Lodge. But nothing in this 
Section shall be construed to affect any Chapter or Lodge which 
was established before the adoption of the Grand Royal Arch 
Constitution, at Hartford, on the 27th day of January, A. D. 1798. 

In all cases where the words u Warrant” and “ Chapter ” are 
used in this Constitution, as applicable to the act of a General 
Grand Officer of the General Grand Chapter, or a Grand Officer 
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of a State Grand Chapter, the word “ Dispensation” shall be 
substituted therefor ; and in all cases where the word “ Warrant” 
is used, as applicable to the authority of a Chapter having been 
duly recognized by the General Grand Chapter, or a State Grand 
Chapter, the word u Charter ” shall be used. 

The 6th section of the 3d Article to constitute the 4th section 
in the 4th Article. 

Companion Case, from the committee to whom was referred the 
matter of Royal Arch Masonry in Texas, submitted the following 
report, which was accepted, and the accompanying resolution 
adopted : 

To the M. E. General Grand High Priest , Officers and 

Members of the General Grand Chapter: 

The committee to whom was referred sundry documents from 
certain Royal Arch Masons in the Republic of Texas, having 
given them careful consideration, respectfully report : That the 
General Grand Secretary be requested to write to the said Com- 
panions who have associated themselves under the name and style 
of “ the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the Republic of Texas,” 
notifying them that this General Grand Royal Arch Chapter can- 
not recognize the legality of their present organization, and giving 
them such fraternal advice and instruction, as may aid them in re- 
tracing their steps, and adopting such measures as may be neces- 
sary and proper, and as are consistent with correct Masonic practice. 

In respect to San Felipe De Austin Chapter, the committee re- 
commend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That the removal of said Chapter from San Felipe 
Oe Austin to Galveston, be approved and sanctioned by this General 
Grand Chapter. 

(Signed,) Albert Case, 

Benjamin Enos, 

New Haven, June 11 th, 1S14. Wm. Field. 

Companion Case, from the Committee on Warrants, moved for 
leave to return to the General Grand Chapter, the papers and 
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documents on the subject of the appeal of George Fisher, which 
was granted ; and the matter was committed to the Deputy General 
Grand High Priest and General Grand Secretary, with plenary 
power to ajudicate and determine the same as to them shall seem 
right and proper. 

The Committee on Warrants made an additional report, which 
was accepted ; and the matter of Washington Chapte • at Newark, 
N. J., was committed to the special charge of the Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, with full power to act therein, as to him shall 
seem proper. 

The General Grand Secretary informed the General Grand 
Chapter, that he had procurred to be printed on parchment, 28 
blank charters for the use of the General Grand Chapter ; which 
was approved, and the expense thereof ordered to be paid by the 
General Grand Treasurer. 

Companion Case offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this General Grand Chapter having learned the 
history of the organization of a Chapter of R. A. Masons at St. 
Augustine, E. F., under the authority of the Grand Chapter of 
S. C., and aware that it was not legally instituted, will grant a 
charter for the same, and legalize its previous work, on condition 
that it makes its returns from the time of its organization, delivers 
a copy of its By-Laws, and pays its constitutional dues. 

The Committee on Finance reported in detail, showing a 
balance in the hands of the Treasurer of $2,087 71. 

Comp. Boyd, from the committee to whom was referred the 
matter of the Chapters at Madison and Brookville, in Indiana, 
and of the so called Grand Chapter of that State, submitted the 
following report, which was accepted, and the resolutions adopted: 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial and other 
papers from Madison Chapter, No. 1, at Madison, Indiana, beg 
leave respectfully to report : 

They have examined the papers placed in their hands, and find 
a frill and clear statement of facts from Comp. J. G. Norwood,. 
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^ttirg forth their present position and past doings ; from which it 
ap^nrs, a Dispensation was granted April 1st, 1819 — that on the 
13th May, 1823, three Chapters, Vincennes, Brookville,and Madi- 
son, met at Madison, and formed a Gran Chapter, which seems 
never afterwards to have assembled — that Madison Chapter, No. 1, 
continued its labors to 1829, when they suspended their Work, for 
reasons given, until 19th July, 1842, when fourteen Royal Arch 
Masons assembled, and proceeded to open the Chapter for busi- 
ness ; all of which was illegal. 

In 1843, our Most Excellent Deputy General Grand High 
Prirst, Comp. Stapleton, notified them of their irregularity, when 
they immediately ceased their labors, made a full and clear state- 
ment of all the facts, and now come by petition, to this General 
Grand Chapter for advice ; and your committee would respectfully 
recommend the following : 

Resolved 1st, That the doings of Madison Chapter, No. 1, at 
Madison, Indiana, were illegal, subsequent to the next triennial 
meeting of the General Grand Chapter, after the granting of the 
Dispensation. 

2. That there is no legally constituted Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, in the State of Indiana. 

3. That this General Grand Chapter now legalize and confirm 
the doings of Madison Chapter, No. 1, on their healing the Com- 
panions so exalted, in said Chapter, or so many of them as may 
appear in their Chapter for that purpose, and when so healed, they 
shall be considered in good standing. 

4. That any Chapter, subordinate to this General Grand Chap- 
ter, in good standing, shall be competent to heal any Companion 
exalted in Madison Chapter, No. 1, as aforesaid. 

5. That a Warrant be granted to Madison Chapter, No. 1, on 
its complying with the requirements of the General Grand Officers, 
and they are hereby requested to take the whole subject matter in 
charge. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

{Signed,) R. R. Boyd, 

William Field, 

New Haven, Sept . 12, 1844. Chas. W. Moors. 
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The General Grand Secretary offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the dues of Madison Chapter, No. 1, up to 
1842, be remitted, and that a Charter be granted to the Com- 
panions thereof, pursuant to the prayer of their petition. 

Comp. Moore, from the committee to whom was referred the 
matter of the appeal of C. D. Lehman, of New Orleans, from a 
' judgment of the so called Grand Chapter of Louisiana, made the 
following report, which was uanimously adopted : 

To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons of the United States : 

The committee to whom was referred sundry papers in relation 
to certain difficulties, which have arisen between a body styling 
itself the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, and the officers and mem- 
bers of Holland Chapter, No. 9, in the City of New Orleans, 
having given the subject careful consideration, respectfully report : 

From documents before them, your committee learn that a 
Grand Chapter of Louisiana, was organized in 1813, by the 
“ Royal Lodges,’ ’ Concordia and Perseverance, and such officers 
and members of the Grand Lodge of the State, as were Royal 
Arch Masons. # 

The Grand Chapter, formed in the manner above stated, was 
attached to, and made dependent on the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 
and the M. W. Grand Master of that body was declared to be 
ex-officio, and by “ inherent right,” Grand High Priest of the 
new Grand Chapter. 

Your committee will not stop to discuss the legality of these 
proceedings, for the question was foreclosed in 1829, by the admis- 

* These Lodges were originally organized in the Island of St. Domingo, under 
Charters emanating from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, with powers to confer 
all the degrees from Entered Apprentice to Royal Arch, inclusive. On tlie breaking 
out of the revolution in St. Domingo, a portion of the members made their escape 
to the Island of Cuba, from which they were subsequently obliged to remove to the 
City of New Orleans; where, having preserved their Charters, they soon after 
re-opened their Lodges. 

17 
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sion of a representative from the Grand Chapter of Louisiana) in 
ihe person of Comp. McConnell ; on whose return to New 
Orleans, the Grand High Priest, Comp. John Holland, convened 
the officers and members of the Grand Chapter, who, by an official 
act, in regular assembly, enrolled themselves under the jurisdiction 
of this General Grand Chapter, in the manner prescribed by the 
13th Section of the 4th Article of the General Grand Constitution; 
of which act, it notified all the subordinate Chapters under its 
jurisdiction, and directed similar action on their part, and enjoined 
a strict observance of the provisions of the General Grand Consti- 
tution. It is believed, that from this time, 1829, to 1831, the pro- 
ceedings of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, were conducted in 
good faith and allegiance to this General Grand Body. But it is 
in evidence, that from JS31, to April, 1839, “ no meeting of the 
Grand Chapter was held for any purpose whatever. All the 
subordinate Chapters under its jurisdiction had ceased to exist 
except Holland Chapter, No. 9, which continued its organization 
until its Charter was revoked in 1841, as hereinafter stated. 

In the year 1841, the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana, by direction of the Grand Master, issued notices to 
certain Royal Arch Masons in the City of New Orleans, to assem- 
ble and elect Grand Officers, with a view to a reorganization of the 
Grand Chapter of the State. This meeting did not take place. 
Another, however, was soon after called, of which the High Priest 
of Holland Chapter, and three of his subordinate officers were 
notified. 

At this meeting, the usual Grand officers were elected, and a 
body styling itself thc'Grand Chapter of Louisiana, was organized. 
It is proper to state, that from the testimony before your committee, 
it appears that Companion Henry, High Priest of Holland Chap- 
ter, was not present at the election which took place as above men- 
tioned, nor can your committee ascertain that there was any Com- 
panion present, who was entitled to vote in an election of Grand 
Officers. A few days subsequently to this, Companion Henry re- 
ceived official notice from Companion Dubayle, m “ Grand Sec- 


Digitized by Google 



131 


retary of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana,” notifying Holland 
Chapter of the organization of said body, and requiring its re- 
turns and dues from 1832 to 1838, inclusive. Against this de- 
mand, Holland Chapter protested, and asked for the evidence of 
the legality of the organization of the body making it. This was 
refused, and Holland Chapter declined to recognize its authority. 
On this state of the case, the body assuming to be a Grand Chap- 
ter, immediately proceeded to revoke the Charter of Holland 
Chapter, and to expel its High Priest, Companion Cotton Henry, 
and its Secretary, Companion C. D. Lehman. 

Against this expulsion, Companion Lehman appeals to this 
General Grand Chapter ; having, oh 24th July last, served the 
reputed Grand Chapter with the usual notice of his intention. 
And it is in evidence, that »his notice being served on the al- 
leged Grand Chapter, the High Priest of that body, in his place 
and in open Chapter, declared li they did not acknowledge any 
other body , and were independent of the General Grand Hoyal 
Arch Chapter of the United States.” 

Such is a brief statement of the facts in the case, as they are pre- 
sented to your committee. It appears that the body formed in 
1813, as a Grand Royal Arch Chapter for the State of Louisiana, 
voluntarily surrendered its independent jurisdiction, if any it pos- 
sessed, and enrolled itself under this General Grand Chapter. 
This body, so legalized, continued in existence until 1831 ; after 
which time, it having failed to hold any meeting, or to elect its 
officers, as required by the 2d section of the 2d article of the Gen- 
eral Grand Constitution, it ceased to exist. AH its existing sub- 
ordinates came under the jurisdiction of this'General Grand Chap- 
ter, which alone could legally exercise authority over the territory 
thus vacated, as provided by the 2d section of the 1st article of the 
General Grand Constitution. 

Your committee are of opinion, that the deceased Grand Chap- 
ter could be revived only in the manner prescribed in the 9th sec- 
tion of the 2d article of the General Grand Constitution. No such 
revival has been authorized or sanctioned ; and this General Grand 
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Chapter cannot recognize the right of any foreign body to interfere 
with its jurisdiction, or with the work or business of any Chapter 
acknowledging its authority. 

Your committee therefore recommend that Holland Chapter, 
No. 9, in the City of New Orleans, be directed to resume its 
labors, under the direction of its former officers and members, with 
power to fill existing vacancies: and that it be required to make 
its annual returns, and settle its dues with the General Grand 
Secretary. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

(Signed,) C. W. Moore, 

E. S. Barnum, 

W. B. Hubbard, 

E. A. Raymond, 

J. B. Hammatt, 

I. W. Crawford, 

C. G. Peters. 

The committee appointed to designate a place for the next tri- 
ennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter, reported the 
following : 

Resolved , That the next triennial meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States, be held at the City of Columbus, 
in the State of Ohio, on the 2d Tuesday of September, 1847, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. 

Which was adopted. 

The General Grand Treasurer offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the General Grand Secretary be directed to no- 
tify ail delinquent Chapters under this jurisdiction, that, unless 
they make return and pay up their dues previous to the next meet- 
ing of this General Grand Chapter, their Charters will at that time 
be revoked. 

Companion Hazwell, from the committee to whom was referred 
the matter of the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees, made a re- 
port, which was accepted. 
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Companion Hammatt, from the committee to whom was sub- 
mitted the matter of the expulsion of the acting High Priest of 
Jackson Chapter, at Jackson, Mississippi, made the following re- 
port, which was accepted : 

The committee to whom w r as referred the subject of Jackson 
Royal Arch Chopter, at Jackson, Mississippi, respectfully report, 
that they have had the subject under consideration, and find their 
proceedings towards C. R. Prczriminsjd, their late High Priest, 
to be unprecedented and un-Masonic — the case should have been 
reported to the General Giand Chapter for their consideration. 

The committee, however, are of opinion, that they were led 
into this error by their zeal for the Institution, and therefore re-, 
commend on their making return of the Dispensation, and of a 
copy of their proceedings, and payment of all dues, that a Charter 
be granted them in the usual manner. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

( Signed,) J. B. Hammatt, 

H. Goodwin, 2d. 

C. G. PtTERS. 

Friday Morning, Sept . 13. 

The vote accepting the report of the committee on the subject 
of the Royal and Select Masters’ degrees was re considered, and 
after amendment, was adopted, as follows : 

To the General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

Your committee appointed on so much of the communication 
of the General Grand Secretary, as relates to State Grand Coun- 
cils, and the conferring of the degrees of Royal and Select Masters, 
report : 

That it appears from documents referred to your committee, 
there is not such uniformity in conferring the degrees 6f Royal and 
Select Masters in the United States, as would be desired by this 
Grand Body. Your committee find that in some States the de- 
grees are conferred by Chapters, in other States they are conferred 
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by authority of Grand Councils — they also find that individual 
Companions, claiming authority, separate and aside from any re- 
gular constituted Masonic Body, are conferring in various direc- 
tions these important degrees. This latter course your committee 
believe to be without correct legitimate Masonic authority, and 
should receive the decided disapprobation of this General Grand 
Chapter. It is to be lamented that the authority to confer these 
degrees should be matter of disagreement between the Councils 
and Chapters. Your committee find that this subject came before 
this body at their communication at New York, in 1829. A pre- 
amble and resolutions were then adopted, which is approved by 
your committee, and which they recommend for the guidance of 
the several Chapters under the jurisdiction of this General Grand 
Chapter, and which they beg leave to incorporate in this report — 
it is as follows : 

Whereas, It is satisfactorily proved to this General Grand 
Chapter, that the Constitution of Councils of Royal and Select 
Master Masons in different parts of the United States, by sundry 
persons, has been without any legitimate authority ; and whereas, 
these degrees are conferred in some Chapters, under the authority 
of the Grand Chapter ; and whereas, it was proved that it was 
the only and sole intention of the Most Excellent Com- 
panions, from whom those degrees emanated, that they should be 
conferred under the authority of Royal Arch Chapters, therefore, 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter cordially recom- 
mend to the different Councils in the United States, to adopt 
measures to place the authority of conferring those degrees, under 
the authority of the State Grand Chapters. 

Resolved , That authority be and is hereby granted to the several 
Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of the General Grand 
Chapter, to make such arrangements as shall be found necessary 
for conferring the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters in Royal 
Arch Chapters under its jurisdiction. Provided always, that no 
Grand Chapter within the limits of which is a Grand Council, 
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shall authorize the Royal Arch Chapters under its jurisdiction (o 
confer such degrees without the consent of such Grand Councils. 

Your committee learn there is some discrepancy in the order in 
which the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters are conferred in 
some of the Chapters, — in some they are conferred previous to 
that of the Royal Arch Degree, — which your committee consider 
wrong ] and hereafter, to produce more uniformity in our work, 
they recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That it is the sense of this General Grand Chapter* 
that the conferring of the Degrees of Royal and Select Masters* 
should be subsequent to that of the Royal Arch Degree. 

It appears by a communication received by the General Grand 
Secretary, from a worthy Companion in Illinois, that a Companion 
Royal Arch Mason from Europe, claimed admission, without ever 
having taken the Degrees of Mark Master * Poet Master and 
Most Excellent Master , as practised in the United States, and 
sanctioned by this General Grand Chapier, — this Companion 
stated the manner of conferring the Degrees in Great Britain, to be 
as follows : 

First — Entered Apprentice. 

Second — Fellow Craft. 

Third — Master Mason. 

Fourth — Royal Arch Degree. 

Making but four Degrees in all, and but three previous to that 
of the Royal Arch Degree Your committee being called upon to 
present their views in the case above referred to, recommend that 
the different Chapters under the jurisdiction of this General Grand 
Chapter* adhere strictly to the uniform manner* so long established* 
of keeping the several degrees appertaining to 'the Chapter, 
separate and distinct ; but they recommend as a proper course* to 
meet the case stated by our Illinois Companion or any other of a 
similar nature, that any worthy Companion* from without the 
jurisdiction of the United States, who may present himself as a 
•Royal Arch Mason* and produce satisfactory evidence of his 
having received that degree* that each and every Chapter under 
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the jurisdiction or this General Grand Chapter have liberty, and 
they are hereby authorized, to confer the Degrees of Mark Mas- 
ter, Past Master and Most Excellent Master , on such Companions 
to the end that they ma}' be healed, and thereby made regular 
Royal Arch Masons, free of charge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

( Signed ,) I. W. Crawford, 

N. B. Haswell, 

W. B. Hubbard. 

On motion of Cornp. Moore, it was 

Ordered , That the General Grand Treasurer procure the requi- 
site number of Jewels, Collars, and Aprons, for the use of the 
General Grand Chapter, at an expense not exceeding two hun- 
dred dollars. 

The General Grand Officers present then renewed their obliga- 
tions in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. 

The General Grand Chapter having finished its business, and 
the record of the proceedings being read and approved, the same 
was closed with solemn prayer by the General Grand Chaplain, 
and an eloquent address from the General Grand High Priest. 


THIRTEENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The triennial session of the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the United States of America, was held in the 
State House, in the City of Columbus, and State of Ohio, on 
Tuesday, the 14th day of September, Anno Domini, 1847, at 10 


o’clock in the forenoon. 


PRESENT : 


The M. E. Paul Dean, - * 

“ Joseph K. Stapleton, - 

“ 1. W. Crawford, <■ 

• G. G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. G. H* PRIEST. 

G. G. KING* 
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The M. E. Ezra S. Barnum, - - g. g. scribe. 

u Charles Gilman, - - • - g. g. secretary. 

“ Edward A. Raymond, - - g. g. treasurer. 

“ Rev. Anson Clarke, as - - g. g. chaplain. 

“ Nathan B. Haswell, - - g. g. marshal. 

Comp. James T. Donahoo, - - - sentinel. 

The General Grand Chapter was then opened. Prayer by the 
Most Excellent General Grand Chaplain. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest then appointed 
a Committee on Credentials. Adjourned. 

Afternoon Session. 

The General Grand Chapter met. 

The Committee on Credentials reporte*d the following named 
companions as members of the General Grand Chapter, and en- 
titled to seats therein : 

Fi om Maine . 

Freeman Bradford, - - - - - g. h. priest. 

From Masssachusetts . 

Charles W. Moore, g. h. priest. 

R. Baker, d. g. h. priest. 

jno. B. Hammatt, proxy for the g. scribe. 

From New Hampshire . 

A. B. Young, proxy for - - - - g. king. 

From Rhode Island. 

William Field, proxy for the g. h. p., g. k., and g. scribe. 
From Connecticut. 

Wm. H. Ellis, proxy for the - - - G. h. priest. 

Wm. E. Sanford, d. g. h. priest. 

From New York . 

Robt. R. Boyd, t>. g. h. priest. 

Joel G. Candee, proxy for the - - - g. king. 

L. G. Hoffman, g. scribe. 

18 
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From Maryland. 

Walter Ball, d. g. h. priest. 

E. S. Courtney, g. scribe. 

From Ohio . 

Wm. B. Hubbard, - - - - - g. h. priest. 

G. D. Hine, d.c.u. priest. 

John Sayre, g. king. 

Thomas Bell, g. scribe. 

From Kentucky . 

Willis Stewart, g. h. priest. 

Philip Swigert, proxy for - - - - d. g. h. priest. 

Dempsey Carroll, proxy for - g. king. 

A. G. Hodges, proxy for - - - - g. scribe. 

From Indiana. 

Abel C. Pepper, - - - - - g. h. priest. 

C. Moore, proxy for - - - r d. g. h. priest. 

From Tennessee. 

Dyer Pearl, g. h. priest. 

P. G. S. Perkins, g. scribe. 

From Mississippi . 

Wm. P. Mellen, g. king. 

% 

From Georgia. 

Wm. T. Gould, a. h. priest. 

From Alabama. 

Sterling A. M. Wood, - -a. king. 

From Holland Chapter , No. 9, Louisiana. 

Thomas H. Lewis, h. priest. 

The General Grand Secretary read the following paper, which 
was referred to a special committee of three, consisting of Com* 
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panions Moore from Massachusetts, Hubbard from Ohio, and Pep- 
per from Indiana. 

To the M. E. General Grand High Priest and other officers and 
members of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons for the United States of America . 

In accordance with the requirements of the General Grand 
Chapter, the undersigned, General Grand Secretary, submits the 
following as a digest of such matters as may require your consid- 
eration, which have come to his knowledge during the vacation. 

Soon after the close of the Session of 1841, I transmitted to the 
High Priest of Holland Chapter, No. 9, at New Orleans, an au- 
thenticated copy of so much of the record of the proceedings of 
that Session as relates to the difficulties between that Chapter, and 
the so called Grand Chapter of Louisiana ; and therewith an order 
to proceed with the regular business of his Chapter in accordance 
with the decree of the General Grand Chapter. The order was 
readily complied with ; and since that time the Chapter has 
regularly made its returns, and promptly paid its dues. 

Within the same time, three other Chapters have been opened 
within that State, by dispensations obtained from the Most Excel- 
lent Deputy General Grand High Priest ; all of which have com- 
plied with the requirements of tlie Constitution} and now ask, at 
your hands, perpetual charters. 

It will be recollected that upon the investigation of the matter 
of the complaint of Holland Chapter, in 1844, it was found that 
there was no Grand Chapter in Louisiana, constituted according 
to any laws known to, and acknowledged by the Order, and that 
therefore the demand for a surrender of the charter of Holland 
Chapter to the so called Grand Chapter, and the attempt to expel 
from the rights of Masonry, its officers for disobedience to that de- 
mand, was a mere nullity, and not to be regarded by any regu- 
larly organized Masonic body. 

I have received, through the Post Office, several copies of a 
pamphlet, purporting to have been issued by this same, so called, 
Grand Chapter ; by which it appears, in the first place, that they 
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deny that the General Grand Chapter had any power or authority 
whatever, to interfere in the matter of Holland Chapter. And in 
the next place they assert that no decree or order had been passed 
by the General Grand Chapter in the matter ; but that I had issued 
the order by an Assumption of power never intended to have been 
given to me ! 

Now the report of the committee recommended that the act 
which has been done should be ordered by the General Grand 
Chapter ; and the , report was unanimously accepted . The 
pamphlet, somewhat more subtle than profound, contends that the 
adoption of the report by the General Grand Chapter, was not an 
adoption of its provisions by the members of that body. I was of 
a different opinion ; nor has that opinion been shaken by the argu- 
ment in the pamphlet. The exception taken seems to me to sa- 
vour more of certain technical niceties than of that Masonic spirit 
that should characterize all our proceedings. 

On the 11th day of January last, three Chapters of Royal 
Arch Masons in the State of Florida, by their delegates, met in 
Convention and resolved to form a Grand Chapter for that State. 
They therefore proceeded to frame a constitution and enact by- 
laws ; and on the 21st of the same month they elected officers 
and organized a Grand Chapter ; and among the proceedings it 
will be found that they desire to place their Grand Chapter under 
your jurisdiction. On receipt of the copy of their constitution and 
the letter accompanying it, I immediately acknowledged the same, 
and requested their Grand Secretary to inform me from what Grand 
Chapter the several Chapters in the State received their respective 
charters, and the time when each was issued. To this letter, as 
yet, 1 have received no answer. 

From the Freemason’s Magazine I sometime since learned that 
there was a Grand Chapter within and for the State of Georgia. 
But, after a careful examination of the records, I found there was 
no evidence therein of such a Grand Chapter having been repre- 
sented in the General Grand Chapter, nor of the recognition of 
such-a body. Within the last few days, however, on examination 
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of the old files of papers, I found a printed paper, to which the 
name of one of the General Grand Secretaries is affixed, giving a 
list of the Grand Chapters under the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter, and therein appears the name of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Georgia. 

It would seem that this is good evidence of that Grand Chapter 
having been recognized, and that if so, it should be, in some way, 
made to appear upon the record. 

From a communication recived from M. E. Charles A. Lacoste, 
High Priest of Natchez Chapter, it appears that they have lost the 
charter of their Chapter, and now ask for another. 

In the State of North Carolina there is no Grand Chapter. 
The time was when such an institution existed there as a consti- 
tutent of the General Grand Chapter ; but it is believed that it 
ceased to exist about twenty years ago. There are said to be 
Chapters at Halifax, Tarborougb, Fayetteville and Wilmington j 
but they are not in correspondence with the General Grand Chap- 
ter, although some of them, if not all, were instituted under its 
immediate jurisdiction. It is but recently that the foregoing facts 
in relation to these Chapters have come to my knowledge ; since 
which I have been otherwise too much occupied properly to inves- 
tigate the matter. # 

In the month of November, 1S46, I received notice of the 
formation of a Grand Chapter for the State of Missouri, purporting 
to be by authority from the General Grand Officers. This, how- 
ever, was an error ; and on being informed by me that there had 
been no such authority given, it is believed no further proceedings 
have been had in the matter. 

It may be that the Chapters will make a representation of the 
matter to the General Grand Chapter, setting forth the facts, about 

* Since the foregoing was written I have received a printed copy of the minutes of 
a Convention of delegates from the several Chapters, by which it appears a Grund 
Chapter has been reorganized for the State of North Carolina. Whether this re- 
organization be in strict compliance with the Constitution or not, there can be no 
doubt it was the intention of the Chapters so to do, as the whole proceeding seem 
to be with a view of regaining their former position in the confederation. 
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which there is now no misunderstanding ; in which case such pro- 
ceedings can be had as may seem proper. Otherwise it seems to 
me that it is not necessary for the General Grand Chapter to take 
action in the matter, as the Constitution provides for the organiza- 
tion of Grand Chapters without any special action of the General 
Grand Chapter in session. 

By the 4th section of the 1st article of the Constitution it is 
provided that, <; No Royal Arch Mason within the jurisdiction of 
the General Grand Chapter, shall be permitted to confer any 
degree in Masonry not recognized as a constitutional degree ; 
nor to establish any society of Masons not recognized as a con- 
stitutional body.” It is to be regretted this provision of the Con- 
stitution is not generally better known, or if known, that it is so 
little observed. I have received information that Masons have so 
far departed from the rules and principles of the Order as to insti- 
tute new degrees in what they miscall Masonry, and to confer 
them upon persons as inducements to them to enter the Masonic 
fraternity — to confer them, and others, which they call honorary 
degrees, on women, and to induce them to walk in Masonic pro-, 
cessions, clothed in the insignia of the fraternity ! These things 
are sources of great grief to the orderly and well informed ; and 
no doubt are a hindrance to the great objects of the Institution. 

In consequence of a difference of opinion as to what is the true 
construction of the second paragraph of article 1st, section 7, of 
the Constitution, and that there may be uniformity of practice, it 
has become necessary that the General Grand Chapter express 
itself in the matter. The constitution provides that the fees for 
conferring the several degrees therein mentioned, to be charged by 
the subordinate Chapters, shall not be less than twenty dollars. 
Among the records of the proceedings of 1826, is found the fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Ci Resolved , That it may be deemed regular for the subordinate 
Chapters under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter, to 
confer the degrees in said Chapters, on all regularly authorized 
officiating clergymen, without fees.” 
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The question is, whether the constitution and the resolution are 
in conflict? If so, then the latter must give place to the former 
until it be changed. In a large majority of the Grand Chapters, 
and in many of the subordinate, immediately under the General 
Grand Chapter, the resolution is allowed to prevail. 

Another* question growing out of this is, if the Chapters are 
allowed to confer the degrees upon clergymen without fees, should 
the General Grand Secretary require of the Chapters the usual 
fee of $2 00 to the General Grand Chapter for the exaltation of 
that class of persons? 

By the Tth section of the 1st article of the constitution, it is 
provided — that, “ the fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chap- 
ter with subordinate degrees, shall be ninety dollars, and no 
more and by the 4th section of the 2d article, it is also provided, 
that, “ the same fees as are required by this constitution shall be 
first deposited in the hands of the Grand Treasurer,’ ’ before a 
new Chapter can be established by a State Grand Chapter. It is, 
nevertheless, a well known fact, that some State Grand Chapters 
institute new Chapters for a less sum than ninety dollars. 

Whether it be more expedient to enforce the provisions of the 
constitution or to amend it, is a question for the consideration of 
the General Grand Chapter. 

The following are among the great number of questions that 
have been submitted to me for opinions during the last vacation : 

When a difference of opinion shall arise between two Chapters, 
subordinate to the General Grand Chapter, respecting the territorial 
limits of the jurisdiction of each, what is the, proper tribunal to 
which application should be made to settle the difficulty ? 

When a Royal Arch Mason, who is a member of a Chapter, 
shall be expelled from the rights and privileges of Masonry by a 
Grand Lodge in the same State, is he thereby expelled as a Royal 
Arch Mason? If so, and he shall afterwards be restored by the 
tame power, does such restoration, necessarily, reinstate him as a 
member of the Chapter? or should he be ballotted for as a new 
applicant for membership ? 


Digitized by Google 



Since my arrival in Columbus, I have received a petition from 
sundry companions, Royal Arch Masons, at Peoria, in the State 
of Illinois, praying for a charter to empower them to open and 
hold a Chapter at that place, which is duly recommended by 
Springfield Chapter of the same State. The application seems to 
be in proper form, and is accompanied by the Constitutional fee. 

(Signed^) Charles Gilman. 

The General Grand Treasurer made the following report, which 
was laid on the table : 

The General Grand Treasurer having been charged with in- 
structions to furnish suitable regalia for the officers of the General 
Grand Chapter, would respectfully report, that he has procured 
suitable and appropriate jewels, collars and aprons, for all the offi- 
cers of that body, and that in the discharge of this duty he lias 
endeavored to have a due regard to the condition of the finances, 
as well as to the character and dignity of the General Grand Chapter. 

The amount of money expended for this object is $162 50. He 
is prepared with the proper vouchers. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

(Signed^) Edward A. Raymond. 

G. G. Treasurer . 

Columbus, Ohio, Sept. 14, 1847. 

Comp. Ellis, from Connecticut, offered the following resolution 
which was passed : # 

Resolved , That all Royal Arch Masons in good and regular 
standing, have permission, and are invited to take seats as visiters, 
in this General Grand Chapter, during its present session. 

The M. E. General Grand High Priest, M. E. Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, M. E. General Grand King, and Most Excel- 
lent General Grand Scribe, made their respective communications, 
which were referred to the committee on the doings of the General 
Grand Officers. 

The General Grand High Priest’s report contained no account 
of official action requiring the confirmation of the General Grand 
Chapter. 
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The Deputy General Grand High Priest reported, that since the 
trien ial session in 1544, he has authorised several distinguished 
members of the Order to act ns his proxies in the consecration of 
the diopters, for which charters had been ordered by the General 
Grand Chapter, and in the installation of the Officers thereof : viz. : 

St. Joseph Valley Chapter, at Niles, Michigan. 

Columbus Chapter, at Columbus, Mississippi. 

Jackson Chapter, at Jackson, “ 

Wilson Chapter, at Holly Springs, iC 

Lafayette Chapter, at Chicago, Illinois. 

Iowa Chapter, at Burlington, Iowa. 

Iowa City Chapter, at Iowa City, Iowa. 

Boonville Chapter, at Boonville, Missouri. 

Washington Chapter, at Platleville, Wisconsin. 

Union Chapter, at Little Rock, Arkansas. 

He had issued Dispensations for the formation of twelve new 
Chapters, as follows, viz. : 

Jacksonville Chapter, No. 3, at Jacksonville, Illinois. 

Shawneetown Chapter, No. 6, at Shawneetown, Illinois. 

Hannibal Chapter, No. 7, at Hannibal, Missouri. 

St. Louis Chapter, No. 8, at St. Louis^ “ 

Southport Chapter, No. 3, at Southport, Wisconsin. 

Du Buque Chapter, at Du Buque, Iowa. 

Carrollton Chapter, No. 7, at Carrollton, Mississippi. 

Yazo Chapter,* No. 8, at Yazo county, “ 

Jackson Chapter, No. 3, at Jackson, Michigan. 

New Era Chapter, at New Orleans, Louisiana. 

Red River Chapter, at Red River, u 

East Feliciana Chapter, at E. F., “ 

and also a Dispensation to the members of Holland Chapter, at 
New Orleans, to continue work until the present time, they being 
forcibly deprived of their charier. This Dispensation was issued 
April 7th, 1845, and it is recommended that a new charier be or- 
dered, according to their petition. 

19 
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He also reports, that in compliance with a petition from the 
Chapters in Indiana, on the 1 Si h of November, 1845, he granted 
permission to said Chapters to form a Grand Chapter for that State; 
and that on a like petition from the Chapters in Mississippi, on the 
12th of March, 1846, he granted permission to those Chapters to 
form a Grand Chapter for that State ; and in both instances he 
has been officially notified that Grand Chapters have been duly 
organized. 

At the last triennial meeting the matter of Washington Chapter 
at Newark, New Jersey, was especially committed to his charge, 
with power to act in the premises as to him might seem proper. 

Notice was given to the Companions of Newark that such sub- 
mission had been made, but the facts not having been laid before 
him, by those whose interest are most intimately involved, noth- 
ing has been done in the premises. 

The General Grand Scribe reported that he had granted the fol- 
lowing dispensations, viz.: On the 10th of March, 1S46, a dis- 
pensation to Nelson D. Masse, High Priest, Joel Lee, King, and 
Caleb Finch, Scribe, and a constitutional number associated with 
them, to open a Chapter at Henderson, Illinois. On the 1st 
April, 1846, to Abraham Jones, R. E. Smith, and A. S. Cooley, 
and their associates, to open a Chapter at Quincy, Illinois. That 
he had received the constitutional fees for the same, and paid it 
over to the General Grand Secretary. 

The Standing Committees were appointed. Adjourned. 

Wednesday, September , 15. 

The General Grand Chapter met according to adjournment. 

The Committee on Credentials, made the following additional 
report, which was accepted : 

The undersigned Committee on Credentials, ask leave further 
to report, that the following named companions are in attendance 
as delegates, and entitled to seats in this General Grand Chapter s 

From New Hampshire . 

Charles Robbins, proxy for * - * d. g. h. priest. 
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From New York . 

R. R. Boyd, d. o. h. priest. 

From Indiana. 

Isaac Bartlett, ------ c. scribe. 

Companion C. W. Moore, from the Special Committee, on the 
communication of the General Grand Secretary, made the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted : 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
General Grand Secretary, with instructions to report what disposi* 
lion should be made of the several subjects therein named, respect- 
fully report. : 

1st. That so much as relates to Royal Arch Masonry, in Louis- 
iana, be referred to a committee of five. 

2d. That so much as relates to the Grand Chapter of Florida 
be referred to a committee of three. 

3d. That so much as relates to the Grand Chapter of Georgia 
be referred to a committee of three. 

4th. That so much as relates to Royal Arch Masonry, in North 
Carolina, be referred to a committee of three. 

5th. That so much as relates to the conferring of degrees not 
recognized as regular by the 9th section of the 1st article of the 
Constitution of this General Grand Chapter, be referred to a com- 
mittee of three. 

6th. That so much as relates to the 7th section of the 1st article 
of the Constitution, and the resolution found in the proceedings of 
1826, be referred to a committee of three. 

7th. That so much as relates to the organization of the Grand 
Chapter of Missouri, be referred to a committee of three. 

8th. That so much as relates to the petition for a Chapter at 
Peoria, Illinois, and for a new charter fur Natchez Chapter, No. 
1, be referred to the Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest then announced 
the committees on the subjects matter contained in the communi- 
cation of the General Grand Secretary. 


Digitized by Google 



148 


Comp. Swigert, from Kentucky,proposed the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution, which was laid upon the table : 

Resolved , That the 7th section of the 1st article of the Constitu- 
tion of this General Grand Royal Arch Chapter be so amended as 
to strikeout the word “ninety” in the second line, and insert 
“fifty.” 

Comp. Mellen, from Mississippi, offered the following resolution, 
which was laid upon the table, and on a subsequent day called up 
and indefinitely postponed : 

Resolved , That a Chapter, after its charter has been granted, 
and before its officers are duly installed, is not entitled to be rep- 
resented in a State Grand Chapter, nor to the rights and privileges 
growing out of that representation. Adjourned. 

Thursday, September 16. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

Comp Candee, from the committee upon so much of the com- 
munication, of the General Grand Secretary as relates to the 7th 
section of the 1st article of the Constitution, made the following 
report, which was accepted : 

To the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the 

United Stales of America.- 

The committee to whom was referred the consideration of sec- 
tion 7th of article 1st of the Constitution, together with a resolu- 
tion passed at the Convocation in 1826, and is as follows : 

“ Resolved , That it may be deemed regular for the Subordinate 
Chapters under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter to 
confer the degrees in said Chapters on regularly authorized clergy- 
men without fees,” have had the same under consideration, and 
report, 

That in their estimation the resolution conflicts with the Con- 
stitution, and is therefore void. 

Comp. Sanford, from the committee on so much of the com- 
munication of the General Grand Secretary as relates to the con- 
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ferring of degrees not recognized as constitutional, made a report, 
which was laid upon the table : 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the General 
Grand Secretary’s communication as refers to conferring of the so 
called honorary degrees, under the sanction of Masonry, have 
carefully examined such documents as have come into their pos- 
session, and have thereby become aware that great irregularities 
have sprung up, and are very alarmingly increasing, from that 
practice. They find that in many places Masonic processions are 
held, in which bodies the wives of Royal Arch Masons, under 
various titles, are allowed to march, clothed in Masonic aprons and 
other Masonic badges ; a practice which your committee believe to 
be destructive to the best interests of Masonry itself, and ultimately 
injurious to those whom it was intended to benefit ; and would 
therefore recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved , That henceforth no legally constituted body of Royal 
Arch Masons shall be authorized to confer on anyone , any degree 
other than those recognized or authorized by the General Grand 
Chapter ; nor shall any individual Royal Arch Mason be author- 
ized or allowed to confer in the capacity of a Royal Arch Mason, 
any honorary or extraneous degree whatever. 

Companion Ellis, from the committee on so much of the com- 
munication of the General Grand Secretary as relates to the Grand 
Chapter of Georgia, made the following report, which was accepted : 

The committee to whom was referred that part of the report of 
the General Grand Secretary, relating to the Grand Chapter of the 
State of Georgia, respectfully report, that they find documentary 
evidence in the hands of the General Grand Secretary sufficient to 
show that the Grand Chapter of the State of Georgia, is a consti- 
tuent member of this Grand Body— although said Grand Chapter 
of Georgia has not been represented, or made returns to this Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter since the year 1822. 

Companion Moore, from the committee on so much of the com- 
munication bf the General Grand Secretary as relates to the Royal 
Arch Masbns in Louisiana, made the following report, which was 
accepted, and the preamble and resolutions adopted : 
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The committee to whom was referred the subject of Royal 
Arch Masonry in Louisiana, have given to the matter all the con- 
sideration its importance demands, and respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing 

REPORT: 

Among the documents p'aced in the hands of your committee 
is a pamphlet purporting to be the report of a committee, made on 
the loth of March last, to a body in the City of New Orleans, 
styling itself the Grand Chapter of Louisiana. The authors of 
this report assume to review and reprobate the proceedings of this 
General Grand Chapter, had at its triennial session, in 1844, in 
relation to the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in that State. 
Your committee cannot consent, nor would it comport with their 
views of propriety, to engage in a controversy with the authors of 
this singularly specious and deceptive document. Nor is such 
a course required either to vindicate the integrity of this General 
Grand Body, or to protect the interests of Royal Arch Masonry 
under its jurisdiction. 

The authors of the report say, that “it has generally been 
taken for granted by the Companions here” (New Orleans) 
“ that this Grand Chapter had been declared by the General Grand 
Chapter to be illegal, and without authority to govern the Chapters 
of this State.” “ But your committee” (they continue,) “ having, 
within the last few days, procured a copy of those proceedings,” 
(meaning the proceedings of the General Grand Chapter,) “they 
have discovered, with pleasure, that the General Grand Chapter 
had not gone quite so far as was supposed, and that no decree or 
declaration of that body, that this Grand Chapter had been legally 
dissolved, or that it was repudiated by that high Masonic authority, 
ever was made or emanated from the said General Grand Chapter.” 

Resting on this false position, the committee recommended, and 
the constituent body adopted, a series of resolutions, claiming — 1st, 
that the Grand Chapter of Louisiana, established in 1813, and ad- 
mitted in 1S29, under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chap- 
ter, is still in lawful existence, and “possesses all the powers. 
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privileges and prerogatives accorded to a regular State Grand 
Chapter 2d, “that it possesses the sole and exclusive right to 
constitute new chapters w iihin the State of Louisiana; and that 
the interference of any officer of the General Grand Chapter of 
the United States with the powers and duties of this Grand Chap* 
ter, by granting dispensations to open new chapters within the 
limits of this State, without the sanction of this Grand Chapter, is 
a gross violation of the provisions of the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution ; and that such dispensations,’ or by whatever 
other name they may be known, can confer no power to open and 
hold such chapters and 3d, “ that Masonic intercourse, as well 
public as private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden between the 
Royal Arch Masons of this Slate and any Masonic body width 
has been, or may be opened and held contrary to tbe tenor of these 
resolutions.” 

Such is the position which the body of Royal Arch Masons in 
the City of New Orleans, without authority styling themselves a 
regular Grand Chapter, have assumed towards this General Grand 
Chapter. 

Your committee have not leisure to discuss the questions here 
raised ; nor are they convinced that any practical good would be 
likely to result from such a course. They, therefore, respectfully 
recommend the adoption of the following preamble and resolutions : 

Whereas, at its triennial communication in 1844, this General 
Grand Chapter, after a patient and careful examination of all the 
facts in the premises, did unanimously declare, that the body for* 
merly known as the Grand Chapter of Louisiana had become ex- 
tinct ; A and that authority over the territory thus vacated could be 
legally exercised only by this General Grand Body. And whereas, 
the irregular association of individuals then, as now, styling them- 
selves the “ Sovereign Grand Royal Arch Chapter” of Louisiana, 
in defiance of the authority of this General Grand Chapter, con- 
tinue to hold their sessions and keep up their organization, and for 
purposes of deception assume not to understand the action of this 
General Grand Body, had at its triennial communication aforesaid, 
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ns impeaching their legality as a Grand Royal Arch Chapter ; hot 
insist on the regularity of their organization, and contemptuously 
denounce the doings of the responsible officers of this Grand Body 
as arbitrary, and “ without warrant or authority Therefore, 
that there may not hereafter be any room for misunderstanding in 
the case, it is hereby unanimously 

Resolved , That there is not at this time any constitutional and 
legally authorized Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the State of 
Louisiana. 

Resolved , That the association holding its meetings in the City 
of New Orleans, and assuming to exercise the functions and au- 
thority of a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, is an irregular 
and unauthorized Masonic body ; and it is hereby disowned and 
repudiated as spurious, clandestine, and illegal. 

Resolved , “ That Masonic intercourse, as well public as pri- 
vate. is hereby interdicted and forbidden” between Royal Arch 
Masons and the Grand ind Subordinate Chapters owning allegiance 
to, and in correspondence with, this General Grand Chapter and 
the aforesaid spurious association, its adjuncts, and all Royal Arch 
Musons acknowledging the authority of the same. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be instructed to 
forward an attested copy of the preceding preamble and resolutions 
to Mr. F. Yerrier, the acting Secretary of the aforesaid illegal as- 
sociation of Masons at New Orleans. 

Comp. Moore, from the same committee, also made the follow- 
ing report, which was accepted : 

Report on Holland Chapter . 

The committee on so much of the communication of the Gen- 
eral Grand Secretary as relates to Holland Chapter, in the City of 
New Orleans, find, from the documents in their possession, that 
the charter of said Chapter has been either lost or stolen ; and that 
the dispensation, under which it has been working for the past 
year, expires, by the terms of its own limitation, with the present 
session of this General Grand Chapter. They, therefore, respect- 
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flluy recommend, that the General Grand Secretary be authorized 
to execute a new charter, to take the place of that which has been 
lost, and that he make no other charge for the same than the usual 
fee of office. 

Comp. Boyd, from the committee on so much of the General 
Grand Secretary’s communication as has reference to a Grand 
Chapter in Missouri, made the following report, which was ac- 
cepted, and the recommendation adopted : 

The committee to whom was referred t He action of the Grand 
Chapter of Missouri, have had the same under consideration, and 
respectfully report : That the Grand Chapter of Missouri was 
formed, as we think, by the chapters thereof, in good faith, be- 
lieving that they were fully authorized to do so from conversations 
and correspondence with Comp. General Grand Secretary. Your 
committee, however, believe that this organization was not strictly 
in conformity with the Constitution of this General Grand Chap- 
ter — Therefore, 

Resolved , That all irregularities be removed, and that said Grand 
Chapter of Missouri be fully recognized, and that its representa- 
tives be invited to seats in this General Grand Chapter. 

The Committee on Credentials made additional report, that 
Comp. R. Key worth, Grand King of the Grand Chapter of Mary- 
land, is in attendance, and entitled to a seat in this General Grand 
Chapter. 

The General Grand Treasurer presented his account of receipts 
and disbursements, which was referred to the Committee on 
Finance. 

The report was made in detail, and showed a balance in the 
treasury of $3,907 54. 

The General Grand Secretary made the following report : 

To the General Grand Chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons for the United States ; 

The undersigned General Grand Secretary reports : That on the 
14th of October, 1844, in pursuance of the requirements of the 
20 


Digitized by Google 



154 


General Grand Chapter, he forwarded, through the New Orleans 
post office, to the body of Masons styling themselves the Grand 
Chapter of Texas, the original of which the accompanying paper, 
marked 1, is a copy; and at the same time a notice to San Felipe 
de Austin Chapter, that the General Grand Chapter had sanctioned 
the act of their removal from the town of San Felipe de Austin to 
Galveston. Receiving no answer to the former, and doubting 
whether it had ever reached its intended destination, on the 12th 
of February, 1846, he addressee^ a note to the High Priest of San 
Felipe de Austin Chapter, accompanied by a note to the so called 
Grand Chapter, and a duplicate of the said communication ; and 
subsequently he received a letter from Companion Samuel H. 
Williams, (to whom the parcel was addressed,) stating that he 
had placed the communication in the hands of the proper persons. 
To this communication he has received no reply. 

He also reports, that he has spent no little time in attempting to 
perform the duty assigned him, as found in a resolution touching 
delinquent chapters. His course was to examine the records from 
the time of the first organization of the General Grand Chapter 
up to the close of the session of 1841, aqd to make a register of 
all the charters that had been entered upon the records. He, 
however, from divers other sources, learned that others, some 
twenty-five to thirty years before, had been known to exist. These 
also he registered. He then issued circulars of inquiry, and ob- 
tained such information as he was able as to the existence of such 
bodies. He then issued a circular to such chapters as were found 
to be in existence, communicating the requirement of the General 
Grand Chapter. And although he cannot flatter himself that he 
has accomplished the full amount of the wishes of the General 
Grand Chapter, his account current, herewith presented, will show 
that, so far as the collection of arrearages of dues is concerned, 
his labors have not been entirely fruitless. 

He also reports, that he has prepared a register of all the Chap- 
ters known by him to be in existence in States and Territories 
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where there are no acknowledged Grand Chapters. He would 
respectfully suggest, that further effort be made to accomplish the 
object of the resolution, and that no charter be declared forfeit at 
this session. 

He also reports, that, directly after the close of the last triennial 
session, he caused to be printed 300 copies of the records of the 
proceedings, and 500 copies of the revised Constitution — the 
former of which he has distributed among the fraternity, and of 
the latter, he has sent one or moi^ copies to each of the Chapters 
and Grand Chapters under this jurisdiction, and also to all the 
General Grand Officers and members who were in attendance at 
the last meeting, as also to all other Royal Arch Masons who have 
asked for them. 

Respectfully submitted, 

( Signed y ) Charles Gilman. 

The report having been read, so much as relates to Royal Arch 
Masons in Texas, was referred to a special committee of three ; 
and the account current was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Companion Boyd, from the committee on so much of the com- 
munication of the General Grand Secretary as relates to Royal 
Arch Masonry in North Carolina, made the following report, which 
was accepted, and the recommendation adopted : 

The committee to whom was referred the present re organization 
of the Grand Chapter of the State of North Carolina, beg leave 
respectfully to report : That they have had the same under con- 
sideration, and find their proceedings to be regular. They as- 
sembled, as appears by their printed proceedings, on the 28th June, 
1847 ; three Chapters were represented ; they proceeded to elect 
officers and adopt a constitution ; in which, however, your com- 
mittee would remark there appears to be several unconstitutional 
articles or sections, and we would respectfully recommend, that 
the Grand Chapter of North Carolina be recognized as a legal 
Grand Chapter, on their altering and amending their constitution 
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to conform to that of this General Grand Chapter in the following 
particulars noted by your committee : 

Art. 4. Mark Lodge. 

Art. 5. Fee $50, shall be $90. 

Art. 10. The ballot must be unanimous. 

Art. 12. Should be stricken out. 

Art. 14. Should be amended. 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters, respect- 
fully report : That they have e^tmined the By-Laws of Jackson 
Chapter, No. 3, held at Jackson, in the State of Michigan ; Jack- 
sonville Chapter, No. 3, at Jacksonville ; Horeb Chapter, No. 4, 
at Henderson ; Quincy Chapter, No. 5, at Quincy ; and Shaw- 
neetown Chapter, No. 6, at Shawneetown, in the State of Illinois; 
New Era Chapter, at New Orleans ; East Feliceana Chapter, in 
the parish of East Feliceana ; Red River Chapter, at Shriveport, 
in the State of Louisiana, and, with the exceptions noticed in the 
subjoined resolutions, found them correct ; and they recommend 
that charters be issued to the aforesaid chapters. In accordance 
with the desire of East Feliceana Chapter, your committee recom- 
mend that the name of said Chapter be changed to that of “ Clin- 
ton/ * to be held at the town of Clinton, in said parish. 

Natchez Chapter, No. 1, Mississippi, has asked for a duplicate 
charter — the original having been lost for several years. The 
present General Grand Officers not being the same who held office 
at the time said charter was granted, your committee advise that the 
General Grand Secretary furnish said Chapter with a new charter. 

There are several Chapters which have been working under dis- 
pensations that have as yet made no returns— they will form the 
subjects of another report. 

The committee recommend the adoption of the subjoined re- 
solutions : 

1 . Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary instruct East 
Feliceana Chapter to strike out of the By-Laws of said Chapter, 
article 6, section 11, the same being a violation of the ancieut 
landmarks of the Order, and article l, section 14, as surplusage; 
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and that he instruct Red River Chapter to strike out of their By- 
Laws article 1*2, sfection 2, for the reason last above mentioned. 

2. Resolved , That charters be issued, forthwith, upon the pay- 
ment of the constitutional dues and fees to the chapters above 
mentioned, and that the name of East Feliceana Chapter be 
changed to that of Clinton, agreeably to their request. 

3. Resolved , That a certified copy of the original charter of 
Natchez Chapter, No. 1. be furnished to said Chapter upon pay- 
ment of the General Grand Secretary’s fee ; and in case that can- 
not be done, that he be, and is hereby authorized to issue a new 
one by its original number. 

In obedience to the instruction of the General Grand Chapter, 
they offer the following resolution : 

4. Resolved \ That the General Grand Secretory issue a charter 
to Carrollton Chapter, at Carrollton, Mississippi. 

Which report was accepted, and the resolutions adopted, except 
that in relation to Carrollton Chapter, which, on motion of Com- 
panion Mellen, was laid on the table. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved , That the General Grand Chapter will proceed to the 
election of officers for the next three years, to-morrow at 10 
o’clock, A. M. 

Companion Perkins, from Tennessee, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was laid upon the table, and afterwards called up 
and rejected : > 

Resolved , That the charge given to the High Priest of a Chap- 
ter, at his installation, in the following words, u That you will 
never suffer either more or less than three brethren to be exalted in 
your chapter at one and the same time,” shall be literally construed. 

Friday, Yith September . 

The General Grand Chapter met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee on Credentials further report, that Companion 
Hines is entitled to a seat in this body as Grand High Priest of the 
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Grand Chapter, and also Companion William Hubbard, as proxy 
for Companion Thomas Bell, Grand Scribe of the Grand Chapter 
of Ohio. 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the election of officers, 
and the following named Companions were duly elected to the 
offices affixed to their respective names : 


Jtobert P. Dunlap, 
Joseph K. Stapleton, 
Willis Stewart, 

Ezra S. Barnum, 
Charles Gilman, 
Edward A. Raymond, 
Rev. Anson Clark, 
Nathaniel B. Haswelt, 


G. G. H. Priest. 

D. G. G. H. Priest. 
G. G. King. 

G. G. Scribe. 

G- G. Secretary. 

G. G. Treasurer. 

G. G. Chaplain. 

G. G. Marshal. 


Afternoon Session. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters made a 
further report, as follows, which was adopted : 

The committee would further report, that they have had under 
consideration a petition in the usual form, duly recommended, for 
a.chapter to be located at Peoria, Illinois, and would recommend 
that the prayer of the petitioners be granted. 

Your committee have also examined the By-Laws, returns, &c., 
of Southport Chapter, No. 3, at Southport, Wisconsin ; Du Buque 
Chapter, No. 3, at Du Buque ; and Iowa City Chapter, at Iowa 
City, Iowa, and find them correct; and recommend that charters 
be granted to the same. 

Companion Wood, from the committee on so much of the com- 
munication of the General Grand Secretary as relates to the Grand 
Chapter of Florida, made the following report, which was accepted, 
and the resolutions adopted * 

Your committee appointed on so much of the communication 
of the General Grand Secretary as relates to the formation of a 
Grand Chapter in Florida, report : That it appears, from docu- 
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meats referred to your committee, a convention of delegates from 
the Royal Arch Chapters in the State of Florida, assembled in 
Tallahassee, in the month of January, 1847, at which time the 
following preamble and resolution were adopted, to wit : 

Whereas at a Convention of Royal Arch Masons, held in Talla- 
hasse on the 11th day of January, 1847, A. T. 2847, there were 
present at said Convention the requisite number of chapters repre- 
sented to form and organize a Grand Royal Arch Chapter for the 
State of Florida — Therefore, be it 

Resolved , That a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for the 
State of Florida be organized, and that the chairman appoint a 
committee for the purpose of forming a constitution for the go- 
vernment of said Grand Chapter. 

In the published proceedings of said Grand Chapter we find the 
adopted constitution, and also the following resolutions: 

“ Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of Florida, duly appre- 
ciating the advantages of a Masonic head and paramouut authority, 
are disposed to come under the jurisdiction of the General Grand 
Chapter of the United States. 

“ Resolved , That the Grand Secretary communicate the same to 
the Geheral Grand Secretary of the General Grand Chapter.” 

It will be seen, from the facts above set forth, that our Com- 
panions in Florida evince that regard for our General Grand Con- 
stitution which should entitle them to respectful and solicitous 
attention. It is to be regretted that the Grand Secretary of that 
Grand Chapter did not furnish that precise information of the 
origin of the several chapters which composed the convention as 
would have enabled your committlee to report in such a manner as 
to recommend to this General Grand Chapter the incorporation of 
x that Grand Chapter under your jurisdiction at the present time. It 
is not known to your committee from what source the chapters in 
that State derived their charters ; nor can they, from any thing 
which is in their possession, decide whether they were legally con- 
stituted or not. We presume they were ; but believe, that it woud 
not be in accordance with the general spirit of action of this Gem 
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eral Grand Chapter to incorporate the Grand Chapter of Florida 
under its jurisdiction until some further steps are taken in regard 
to these facts. 

Your committee would further report, that the 7th section of 
the 1st article of the constitution of that Grand Chapter, which 
reads as follows, to wit : “ for every dispensation granted for the 
formation of a chapter, there shall be paid to the Grand Secretary 
five dollars for his fees ; and for every charter, there shall be paid 
to the Grand Secretary, for the use of the Grand Chapter, the sum 
of fifty dollars, and the further sum of five dollars as a fee to the 
Grand Secretary ; and no dispensation or charter shall be issued 
until the foregoing fees are paid,” is at variance with the 7th sec- 
tion of the 1st article and the 4th section of the 2d article of the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. And further, in the 
7th section of the 4th article of the constitution of the said Grand 
Chapter of Florida, ministers of the Gospel are excepted from the 
payment of twenty dollars fees for the Royal Arch degrees, which 
is also at variance with the 7th section of the 1st article of the 
Constitution of the General Grand Chapter. 

Believing that the Grand Chapter of Florida will amend their 
constitution in these particulars, and for the purpose of facilitating 
its incorporation with this General Grand Chapter, and at the same 
time doing no violence to its Constitution, they beg leave to offer 
the following preamble and resolutions, to wit : 

Whereas information has been given to this General Grand 
Chapter of the formation of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in the 
State of Florida, which said Grand Chapter has signified, through 
its Grand Secretary, a desire to come under the jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States : and whereas this 
General Grand Chapter is not informed of the legality of the char- 
ters under which the Chapters were constituted which formed that 
Grand Chapter — Therefore, be it 

Resolved , lsf, That the Grand Chapfer of Florida be, and is 
hereby requested to furnish to the General Grand Council, through 
the General Grand Secretary, or directly to each member of it, all 


Digitized by Google 



161 


the facts within their knowledge connected with the establishment 
of Royal Arch Chapters in the State of Florida, especially with 
regard to the authority from which each of said subordinate Chap- 
ters derived its charter. 

Resolved , 2 dly, That should the General Grand Council be 
satisfied from an examination of such facts as the Grand Chapter 
of Florida may communicate to them, that the Royal Arch Chap- 
ters in that State have been legally constituted, and should the 
said Grand Chapter amend its constitution so as to conform to the 
constitution of the General Grand Chapter, then, and in that case, 
the General Grand Council shall immediately take such steps as 
will permit the Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Florida to be incor- 
porated under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States. 

Resolved , 3 dly, That the General Grand Secretary be required 
to send to the Grand Secretary and each one of the first four 
Grand Officers of that Grand Chapter, a copy of the proceedings 
'of this triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter. 

Companion Mitchel, from Missouri, offered the following reso- 
lution, and moved its adoption : 

Resolved, That the chapters working by dispensation under this 
jurisdiction in Missouri be, and they are, required to pay dues to 
this General Grand Chapter up to the period when a Grand Chap- 
ter was organized in the said State of Missouri, viz. : Octo- 
ber, 1846. 

Companion Stapleton moved an amendment of the resolution 
requiring the chapters in Missouri to pay dues to the General Grand 
Chapter up to the time of the recognition of the Grand Chapter 
in that State. Which proposed amendment was rejected. The 
resolution was then adopted. 

On motion, the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest ap- 
pointed the following named companions a committee to notify 
the Most Excellent Robert P. Dunlap, of his election to the office 
of General Grand High Priest, and to request him to accept the 
same : 

21 
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Companion Raymond, from Massachusetts ; Companion Bar- 
num, from New York ; Companion Bradford, from Maine. 

Whereupon, on motion, it was 

Resolved , That the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest 
be added to the committee, as the chairman thereof ; who was 
also requested to take the necessary steps for his installation. 

The General Grand Secretary laid before the General Grand 
Chapter the applications of Natchez and Vicksburg Chapters for 
a return of dues paid ; which were laid upon the table. 

Companion Pearl, from Tennessee, offered the following amend- 
ment to the Constitution, which was rejected : 

Strike out the 9th section of the 1st article, and substitute the 
following in its stead : 

No Royal Arch Mason, within the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter, shall be permitted to confer any degree, as a Ma- 
sonic degree , other than those recognized by the General Grand 
Chapter as constitutional degrees, to wit : Entered Apprentice, 
Fellow-Craft, Master Mason, Mark Master, Past Master, Most Ex- 
cellent Master, Royal Arch Mason, and Royal and Select Master ; 
nor to establish, or unite with, any society, as a Masonic Society 
or Body , not recognized as a constitutional Masonic body. # 

Companion Candee, from the Committee on Dispensations and 
New Chapters, made the following additional report, which was 
accepted : 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters would 
further report : That they recommend that charters be issued to 
Hannibal Chapter, No. 7, at Hannibal, and St. Louis Chapter. 
No. 8, at St. Louis, Missouri. 

Companion Mellen, from the committee on so much of the 
General Grand Secretary’s Report as relates to Royal Arch Ma- 
sonry in Texas, made the following report, which was accepted, 
and the resolutions adopted : 

The committee to whom were referred the report and corres- 
pondence of the General Grand Secretary, relating to Royal Arch 
Masonry in the State of Texas, have considered the subject, and 
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are of the opinion that this General Grand Chapter cannot recog- 
nize, the organization of the so called Grand Chapter of Texas as 
legal, nor the Royal Arch Masons admitted under the authority of 
that body, as regularly exalted. The constituent Chapters of said 
Grand Chapter were formed by a convocation of individual Royal 
Arch Masons, and though residents of a State politically and 
masonically foreign, it is not conceived by the committee, that 
Royal Arch Masons have a right to form Chapters without a dis- 
pensation, or charter, issued from a Grand Chapter duly organized, 
or one of its officers, if out of the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States, or from this body or one of 
its officers. San Felipe de Austin Chapter having received its 
charter from this body, is the only Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 
in Texas known to this body as having a legal existence. 

The view which this General Grand Chapter has heretofore 
taken of Royal Arch Masonry in Texas, which corresponded with 
the above, has been very clearly and ably presented by the General 
Grand Secretary, to the body claiming the right to exercise supreme 
power over Royal Arch Masonry in that State ; but no notice, 
though a long time has elapsed, has been taken of his communi- 
cation. * The committee has no alternative to present for the fur- 
ther' action of the General Grand Chapter. There is but the one 
course to pursue — the offending member must be cut off for the 
sake of the other members and body, painful as the operation 
may be. 7 

The committee, therefore, submit the following resolutions for 
adoption : 

Resolved , That Royal Arch Masons under this jurisdiction are 
hereby forbidden to hold masonic intercourse with the said so called 
Grand Chapter of Texas, its subordinates, and those acknowledg- 
ing the authority of said Grand Chapter. 

Resolvedy That the General Grand Secretary cause a copy of the 
foregoing resolution to be published in some newspaper in the 
State of Texas. 
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Resolved, That the General Grand Secretary transmit a copy of 
the first resolution to the so called Grand Chapter of Texas, and 
inform that body, that it is with great regret that this General Grand 
Chapter finds itself compelled to adopt this course,, and that enter- 
taining none but the most fraternal feelings towards their Com- 
panions of Texas, would hail with sincere pleasure an acknowledg- 
ment of their error, and the retracing of those steps which must 
inevitably lead to much discord, and do inconceivable injury to 
that cause for which they, as well as ourselves, profess the warmest 
friendship. 

Comp. Field, from Rhode Island, offered the following pre- 
amble and resolution, and moved their adoption : 

Whereas there appears to be a fund of about $3021 in the hands 
of General Grand Treasurer, after defraying the expense of this 
Triennial Session : and whereas several State Grand Chapters 
here represented, are unable from their own funds to pay their 
representatives, — Therefore, 

Resolved , That the several Grand Chapters here represented, 
whose representatives are not officers in the General Grand Chap- 
ter, be paid $50 each, from the funds of the General Grand Chap- 
ter, to assist in paying such representatives. 

To which Companion Mitchel, from Missouri, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment : 

Strike out all after the word “ resolved,” and insert, “ That 
two thousand dollars be, and the same is hereby appropriated to 
the several Grand and Subordinate Chapters, pro rata, according 
to their respective numbers of members, to be held by them as a 
charity fund.” 

After discussion, the question being tqken upon the proposed 
amendment, it was rejected ; when, on motion, the original reso- 
lution was indefinitely postponed. 

The resolution in relation to the granting of a charter to Car- 
rollton Chapter was called up, and adopted. 

The committee appointed to designate a place for the next tri- 
ennial meeting, reported the following resolution : 
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Resolved, That the next Triennial Meeting of this General 
Grand Chapter, be held in the City of Boston, on the second 
Tuesday of September, 1850. 

Companion Mitchel, from Missouri, moved that the word 
“ Boston” be striken out, and “ St. Louis” inserted ; which was 
rejected. 

The report of the committee was then adopted. 

Those of the General Grand Officers elect, who were present, 
viz.: the Deputy General Grand High Priest, General Grand 
King, General Grand Scribe, General Grand Secretary, General 
Grand Treasurer, and General Grand Marshal, were then duly in* 
stalled into their respective offices by the Most Excellent General 
Grand High Priest. 

The Past General Grand High Priest having retired, the Deputy 
General Grand High Priest took the chair — Whereupon, 

Companion Moore, from Massachusetts, offered the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas the Most Excellent Companion, Rev. Paul Dean, has 
been pleased to decline a re-election to the office of General Grand 
High Priest of this General Grand Chapter, which office he has 
filled for nine years past, with honor to himself and profit to the 
fraternity, and this General Grand Chapter cannot allow him to 
retire without an expression of the feelings of every member rela- 
tive to the very high regard we entertain for him as a worthy and 
Most Excellent Companion, and as a long tried and faithful pre- 
siding officer — Therefore, 

Resolved , That the thanks of this General Grand Chapter be, 
and hereby are, unanimously tendered to the Rev. Paul Dean, the 
late Most Excellent General Grand High Priest, for the very cour- 
teous and able manner in which he has presided over this General 
Grand Body for nine years past, and the high satisfaction he has 
given in the discharge of all his official duties. 

Resolved, That on retiring from the chair of General Grand 
High Priest, the Rev. and Most Excellent Paul Dean bears with 
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him the best wishes of the members of this General Grand Chap- 
ter, and their ardent prayers for his future usefulness and welfare. 

Companion Lewis, from Louisiana, offered the following addi- 
tional resolution, which was adopted : 

Be it further and unanimously Resolved, That, as a slight tes- 
timonial of the regard we entertain for the distinguished Past 
_ General Grand High Priest, the Rev. and Most Excellent Paul 
i Dean, a committee of three be appointed to procure a gold jewel, 
properly engraved, (at a cost not exceeding $50,) and present the 
same to him, in the name of this General Grand Chapter. 

Companions Lewis, from Louisiana, Raymond, from Massa- 
chusetts, and Ellis, from Connecticut, were appointed a committee 
to carry into effect the last resolution. 

Comp. Gould, from Georgia, offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved , That the hearty thanks of this Body be tendered to 
the Most Excellent Ingoldsby W. Crawford, Past General Grand 
King, who has with ability and fidelity served in this General 
Grand Chapter for fifteen years past, but has now declined a re- 
election ; and that he carries with him the best wishes of the mem- 
bers, for his health, usefulness, and happiness. 

Comp. Ellis, from Connecticut, offered the following resolu- 
tions, which were adopted : 

Resolvedy That the sincere thanks of this General Grand Chap- 
ter, are due to the Masonic Fraternity of the State of Ohio, and 
of the adjoining States, for the warm and kind reception extended 
to its officers and members in their collective and individual 
capacity. 

Resolved, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated, 
and placed in the hands of Companion Wm. B. Hubbard, to pay 
any expenses that may have been incurred for the use of the room 
occupied, or for other contingencies incurred by this General Grand 
Chapter. 
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Saturday, Is* September. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

The record of the proceedings of the last meeting was read and 
approved. 

Companion Mellen, from Mississippi, called up the application 
of Natchez Chapter, for a return of dues paid by them — Where- 
upon, it was 

Ordered \ That Natchez Chapter have leave to draw on the 
General Grand Treasurer for the sum of two hundred dollars. 

Companion Hammatt, from Massachusetts, offered the following 
amendment to the Constitution : After the words “ Past General 
Grand Scribe,” on first line, 4th page, add, “ Past Grand High 
Priests of State Grand Chapters which was ordered to be filed, 
and to lay over until the next triennial meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter. 

Companion Hubbard, from the Committee on Finance, made a 
report, which was accepted, showing a balance in the Treasury, of 
$3,021 15. 

Comp. Haswell, from Vermont, presented the following peti- 
tion, which, being read, the application was granted : 

* To the General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

I am requested, as the last elected High Priest, to ask permis- 
sion for Burlington Chapter, No. 12, in Vermont, to resume its 
labors under the old charter, they making proper returns to this 
General Grand Chapter of their doings. 

Nathan B. Haswell. 

Comp. Perkins, from Tennessee, called up the matter of the 
application of Vicksburg Chapter for a return of dues paid by 
them, and offered the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the sum of one hundred dollars be remitted to 
Vicksburg Chapter, at Vicksburg, in part of the amount of dues, 
which had been placed in the hands of a Companion, now de- 
ceased, to be paid to the General Grand Chapter, but ^ as lost in 
consequence of the death of said Companion. 
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The report of the General Grand Treasurer, in the matter of 
the jewels and clothing, was called up, and his acts approved — 
Whereupon, 

Comp. Moore, from Massachusetts, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of this General Grand Chapter be 
presented to the General Grand Treasurer, for the very acceptable 
and tasteful manner in which he has discharged his duties, as a 
committee for procuring a new set of regalia for this General Grand 
Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter was then closed with prayer by 
Rev. Comp. James T. Donahoo. 

C B ARLES GrLMAN, 

G. Cr. Secretary . 


FOURTEENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF 
ROYAL ARCH MASONS FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The triennial session of the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the United States, was held at the Masonic Tem- 
ple, in the City of Boston, and State of Massachusetts, on Tues- 
day, the 10th day of September, A. D., 1850, at 10 o’clock in the 
morning. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest stated that, if 
agrenble to the members, he was prepared to open the General 
Grand Chapter in ample form. 

Whereupon, on motion of Companion Gould, of Georgia, it 
was unanimously 

Resolved , That the General Grand Chapter be opened in ample 
form. 

The General Grand Chapter was then organized for the purpose 
of opening, as'follows : 

The M. E. Robert P. Dunlap, - - g. g. h. priest. 

Joseph K. Stapleton, - - d. g. g. h. priest. 

“ Willis Stewart, - - - g. g. king. 
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The M. E. Ezra S. Barnum, 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

u 

Charles W. Moore, 

G. G. SEC. JO. t. 

u 

Edward A. Raymond, - 

G. G. TREASURER. 

u 

Rev. Paul Dean, as 

G. G. CHAPLAIN. 

u 

N. B. Haswell, - 

G. G. MARSHAL. 

u 

John C. Humphries, as 

G. G. C. H. 

t( 

Wm. Field, as - 

G. G. R. A. C. 

u 

Charles B . Rogers, as - 

G. G. P. S. 

u 

Stephen Lovell, as 

m. 3d V. 

a 

Wm. R. Davis, as 

M. 2l) V. 

u 

George P. Keetteli, as - 

M. 1ST V. 

E. Comp. Hugh H. Tuttle, as 

Tyler. 


The General Grand Chapter was then opened in ample form, 
and the usual proclamation was made. 


A Committee on Credentials was appointed. 

The following triennial report of the General Grand Secretary 
was presented and referred to a committee consisting of M. E. 
Wm. T. Gould, of Georgia ; M. E. ffm. Field, of Rhode Island; 
M. E. Thos. H. Lewis, of Louisiana. 

To the M. E. General Grand High Priest , and other officers 
and members of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons for the United States of America ; 

The great distance between the place of my present residence 
and Boston, I hope will be deemed a sufficient apology for my 
absence from the session of the General Grand Chapter in Septem- 
ber next. 

Previous to my leaving Baltimore, I deposited the book of 
records, the seal, my letter book, the files of letters received, and 
all other papers and matters' of importance, belonging to the 
General Grand Chapter, in a trunk, and left it in charge of the 
Most Excellent Joseph K. Stapleton, the Deputy General Grand 
High Priest. I also obtained the promise of Comp. Benjamin 
B. French, of Washington, D. C., to take charge of the trunk 
and contents, and, at the proper time, to repair to Boston and 
22 
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represent me in the General Grand Chapter, until my place shall 
otherwise be filled.* 

All money received by me since the rendition of my account in 
1847, has been expended or paid over to the General Grand Trea- 
surer, as will appear by. my account herewith presented, and the 
vouchers among the papers above mentioned. Which account I 
pray may be examined, and recorded and published among the 
minutes of the proceedings, as heretofore, that those interested may 
see that I have accounted for all I had received .f 
. From the fact that, since the early part of April, 1849, I have . 
been entirely withdrawn from all correspondence with the Grand 
and Subordinate Chapters under your jurisdiction, and so far sep- 
arated from the field of their operations as to know little of what 
has occurred since that time, I am unable to lay before you any 
important matter growing out of my own knowledge of passing 
events, as heretofore I have done under the requirements of your 
regulations. 

In relation to my own official acts, I have to report, that, soon 
after the adjournment of the session of 1847, I transmitted to Mr. 
F. Terrier, of New Orleans, an attested copy of the preamble and 
resolutions on pages 26 and 27 of the pamphlet copy of the min- 
utes of the proceedings of that session ; but received no reply 
thereto. 

Also, at the earliest possible day, I complied with the require- 
ments of the resolution found at the top of page 43 of the same 
pamphlet relating to the Grand Chapter of Florida. And I regret 

* The promise alluded to was understood by me to be contingent on receiving & 
letter from Companion Gilman. The letter was written, as I have since learned, 
but I never received it. Hence my failure to comply. B. B. F. 

t The General Grand Secretary has not been able to find the account mentioned, 
among the papers. 

[Companion Gilman forwarded to the General Grand Secretary a copy of his ac- 
count from San Francisco, and it was printed in a slip and sent out with the pro- 
ceedings. Several years afterwards, the original was found by Companion Staple- 
ton among his papers.] 
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I am under the necessity of saying, that the whole spirit and in- 
tention of the action of the General Grand Chapter in the premi- 
ses, seems to have been misconceived by the Grand Chapter of 
Florida. On receipt of a printed copy of the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of that body, I attempted to set the matter before them in 
its true light ; but with what success I am not advised. I re- 
spectfully refer you to the pamphlet containing the minutes of the 
proceedings of that body in 1848, and to the copy of my letter in 
reply, both of which will be found among the papers and docu- 
ments as above mentioned. 

I also carried out the requirements of the resolutions on page 46 
of the pamphlet copy of your proceedings aforesaid, in the matter 
of Royal Arch Masonry in Texas ; and have the satisfaction to 
add, that the whole difficulty there had been amicably arranged 
and reconciled before I left Baltimore. It is probable that a more 
full account of this arrangement will be laid before you by an- 
other of the General Grand Officers. 

All other particular requirements of the General Grand Chapter, 
mentioned among the minutes of the proceedings of the last ses- 
sion as devolving upon me, have been attended to. Charters were 
issued ; Grand and Subordinate Chapters were notified of all es- 
pecial requirements ; and the appointed number of copies of the 
minutes of the proceedings were published and circulated. The 
records are fully written up ; and all important letters received by 
me, and the copies of my own in reply, will be found on file, and 
in the letter book aforesaid. It may be important to submit those 
letters and copies to a committee for investigation, as it is now im- 
possible for me to recall to any considerable extent their contents. 
I have forwarded notices of the time when and place where the 
triennial session is to be held this year, to be published in the Free 
Mason’s Magazine, the Masonic Review, and the Port Folio. 
The usual notices to the General Grand Officers and to Grand 
Chapters, and to Subordinate Chapters under the immediate ju- 
risdiction of the General Grand Chapter, I could not give. I am 
not without apprehension that some inconvenience may have re- 
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suited from my absence from my usual post, especially in the mat- 
ter of the annual returns and the collections of dues. To obviate 
these difficulties as much as possible. I notified the Subordinate 
Chapters to make returns and pay dues direct to the General Grand 
Treasurer ; and left with a friend in Baltimore instructions to open 
all letters frqm the Baltimore Post Office, directed ,to ine, and* 
upon inspection, to deliver to Companion Stapleton all such as 
should be of a Masonic character. 

Though not a part of my official duty, it may not be uninterest- 
ing to you to be informed of the progress of the Order on this side 
of the Continent. In August last, the first meeting of members of 
the fraternity in California was held to deliberate upon the means 
whereby a Lodge of Freemasons might be organized and accom- 
modated. A charter was found in charge of a brother ; but no 
suitable room could, at that time, be obtained. Subsequently, 
however, one wa§ prepared and fitted up ; and San Francisco 
Lodge, the first in California, was duly opened. Since then other 
Lodges have been opened under Charters and Dispensations from 
the States ; and in April last a Grand Lodge for the State of Cali- 
fornia was established, and Lodges under its jurisdiction are being 
organized and established in every town and village throughout 
the State. And the last mail brought a Dispensation from the 
Deputy General Grand High Priest, authorising the opening and 
holding a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons under your jurisdiction. 
To say that Freemasonry has done — is doing — and may hereafter 
be expected to accomplish more towards the great objects of its 
institution in California than it has elsewhere done in a given 
period of time for centuries past, is claiming for it no more than its 
due. The hope of becoming suddenly rich in this world’s wealth 
is uppermost in the minds of all men who come to this country. 
Hence the avenues to the finer sensibilities of his heart are closed 
up ; and he forgets his humanity, and deserts his sick and dying 
friend and companion. Then it is that the principles of our insti- 
tution have been Called into action ; and I am happy and proud 
in being able to say, that the sick, and the destitute, and the dying, 


Digitized by 


Google 



173 


have been nursed, and protected, and comforted by members of 
the fraternity. And this reflection is an ample compensation for 
years, of labor in an institution I have so much loved. 

The consciousness that at a time when you shall be assembling 
in September, and while you are receiving the cordial greetings 
one of another, I, for the .first time on such an occasion for eighteen 
years, must be absent — far from you — that the whole ‘ breadth 
of the Continent lies out spread between us — that some of you, 
perhaps all, with whom I have been so long associated, .! must 
never again meet on earth — is a most painful idea. I pray you 
then think it not obtrusive, if I avail myself, as I now do, of this 
my last official communication to your body, to express my ardent 
wishes for the success and prosperity of the cause in which you 
are engaged, and to bid you a cordial farewell. 

Charles Oilman, 

San Francisco, July 1, 1850. G. G. Secretary. 

Adjourned. 

Afternoon Session. 


Tfte General Grand Chapter met according to adjournment. 

Comp. French, from the Committee on Credentials, submitted 
the following report, which was accepted : 

The Committee on Credentials, having examined all the returns 
which have come to their hands, report that the following Com- 
panions are members of the General Grand Chapter, and duly 
entitled to seats therein : 


From Maine . 

John C. Humphries, 

John Williams, - - - 

Timothy Chase, - 
A. B. Thompson, 


G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST* 
G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 


From Massachusetts . 


Benj. Huntoon, g. h. priest. 

Charles W. Moore , proxy for - - g. king. 
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From New Hampshire . 


Daniel Balch, - - - 

Ebenezer Simms, jp/ray for- - 

From Rhode Island. 

William Field, proxy fpr 

N. H. Gould, 

Prom Connecticut. 

Cyrus Goodell, proxy for 
Horace Goodwin 2d, proxy for 
E. G. Storer, proxy for - 

From New York . 

Orville Hungerford, .... 

John L. Lewis, Jr., - 

From Maryland. 

B. B. French, 

E. S. Courtney, - 

From Ohio. 

Jacob Graff, 

Kent Jarvis > proxy for - 

Thos. Bell, proxy for - 

From Vermont. 

Philip C. Tucker, .... 

Daniel S. Butler, - 

D. C. Stone, 

From Indiana. 

Abel C. Pepper, 

James Brown, prosy for 

Prom Tennessee. 
Charles H. Fuller, .... 


D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. SCRIBE. 

D. G* H. PRIEST. 

G. SCRIBE. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. K. & G. SCRIBE. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. H. PRIEST. 
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From Mississippi . 

T. C. Tupper, - - - 

g. h. priest. 

From Georgia. 


William Tracy Gould, N - 

Jason Burr, proxy for - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. SCRIBE. 

From Kentucky. 

D. S. Goodloe, proxy for 

G. H. P. & G. S. 

From Alabama. 


William Hendrix, - - - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

From Missouri. 


A. Patterson, proxy for - • - 

G. H.P. & D.G. H. P. 

From Illinois . 


N. Coffin, 

James V. Z. Blaney, - , - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

From North Carolina . 


L. L. Stevenson, proxy for - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

, From Louisiana. 


Thomas H. Lewis, - 

G. H. PRIEST. 


From Sa?i Felipe de Austin Chapter, No. 1, Texas. 

A. C. Crawford, - - - - delegate. 

Charles Daniel, • - - - - delegate. 

From San Augustine Chapter , No. 9, Texas. 

Otis M. Wheeler, - - - delegate. 

From the State of Michigan, Companion E. Smith Lee, the 
Grand High Priest, is present, but no credentials or vouchers are 
in the hands of the committee, and they cannot therefore return 
him as officially entitled to a seat, though they do not doubt that , 
he is. 


Digitized by Google 



On motion of Companion Dean, the amendment of the Con- 
stitution, proposed at the last triennial communication, and or- 
dered to lay over to the present meeting, constituting “Past 
Grand High Priests of State Grand Chapters,” members of this 
General Grand Chapter, &as taken from the files and adopted, by J 
a vote of 23 in the affirmative to two in the negative.* : 

On motion of Comp. Stevenson, 

Resolved , That Comp. E. Smith Lee, of Michigan, be per- 
mitted to take a seat as a member of this General Grand Chapter. 

The committees were appointed. , 

M. E. Comp. Goodwin, of Connecticut, offered the following ' 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
expediency of forming a General Grand Council for the Royal and 
Select Masters Degrees in the United States. 

M. E. Comp. Gould, of Georgia, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read and adopted : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to report to this body 
on the question, whether an appeal lies from the decision of the 
presiding officer, on a question of order, in any Royal Arch Ma- 
sonic body ? 

Companions Hubbard, Bradford and French, were appointed 
the committee. 

The following resolution, submitted by M. E. Comp. Tupper, 
of Mississippi, was received and adopted : 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of repealing so much of the 7th section, arti- 
cle 1 st, of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, as fixes 
the amount to be charged by Grand Chapters for issuing Charters 
to Subordinate Chapters and the amount to be charged by Sub- 
ordinate Chapter for degrees conferred by them ; and, also, so 
much of Section 9, article 1st, as prohibits the conferring of 
what are called “honorary” or “ side degrees” by Royal Arch 

* This was afterwards reconsidered and modified. See post. 
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Masons, under the jurisdiction of the General Grand Chapter, and 
report their conclusions to the General Grand Chapter. 

Companions Tupper, of Mississippi, Thompson, of Maine, and 
Lewis, Jr., of New York, were appointed the committee. 

Most Excellent Companion Blaney, of Illinois, submitted the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appointed to inquire 
into, and report to this General Grand Chapter, at its present ses- 
sion, upon the expediency of the establishment of a Representa- 
tive Fund for the payment of the necessary expenses of delegates 
to this General Grand Chapter. 

On motion of Companion Lewis, Jr., of New York, it was 

Resolved , That a committee of three be appoined to prepare 
Rules and Orders for the government of this General Grand 
Chapter. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest announced 
Companions Lewis, Jr., of New York, Goodwin, of Connecticut, 
and Raymond, of Massachusets, as the above committee. 

Wednesday, September 11, 1850. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

The special committees ordered yesterday were appointed. 

Most Excellent Companion Gould, of Georgia, submitted the 
following report on the communication of the General Grand 
Secretary, which was read, and together with the resolutions there- 
to appended, adopted : 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
General Grand Secretary, beg leave to 

REPORT: 

That they have carefully examined that document, and cannot 
refrain from expressing their regret that it is probably the last of 
the kind which we shall receive from that able and faithful officer. 
At the same time it is matter of congratulation that his services are 
not lost to the fraternity, though transferred to a new field of ac- 
23 
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tion ; and your committee would express the hope, that the success 
which he reports our Order to have met with, in gaining a firm 
foothold in the western wilds of our continent, may be but the 
dawning of a bright day of usefulness and prosperity. 

With regard to the various matters of business referred to by the 
General Grand Secretary, your committee cannot make full re- 
ports, without interferring with the duties of others. The Stand- 
ing Committees of this Body, to whom much of the business con- 
nected with these subjects will be referred, can alone give them 
full and deliberate consideration. 

The receipts of money and everything relating to accounts and 
returns, come within the duty of the Committee on Finance. 
And the Committee on the Actings of the Grand Officers must 
necessarily consider the report on the subject of Louisiana, Texas, 
and Florida. 

With regard to Louisiana, where difficulties have so long existed, 
your committee are happy to state, on the personal knowledge of 
one of their own members who represents that State in this Body, 
that those difficulties are now all adjusted, and that the different 
Grand Bodies of that State, in all the degrees of Masonry, are 
now united as one, in that harmony, without which our Order 
cannot exist. 

In Texas we are informed that a similar result has been brought 
about, in a great measure through the efforts of a distinguished 
brother, whose report on that subject, will doubtless furnish the 
particulars, and, if his modesty does not prevent his doing justice 
to himself, will show how much our Fraternity is indebted to the 
prudence, energy, and zeal of his timely and successful efforts. 

Your committee regret that a like favorable report cannot be 
made as to the State of Florida. But here, too, we cannot dis- 
cuss fully the subject referred to, because it falls more properly 
under the consideration of another committee. 

Your committee consider it not within their province to add any 
thing further to this report, beyond recommending the adoption of 
the following resolutions : 
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1. Resolved , That the accounts of the General Grand Secretary, 
together with the returns from Subordinate Chapters, be referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

2. Resolved , That so much of said Secretary’s communication 
as relates to the condition of Royal Arch Masonry in Florida, be 
referred to the Committee on the Actings of the General Grand 
Officers. 

3. Resolved , That the consideration of the condition of Royal 
Arch Masonry in Texas, be postponed until the General Grand 
King presents his report. 

4. Resolved , That while the happy adjustment of all disputes 
in Louisiana renders any further action by this Body on that sub- 
ject unnecessary, we cannot refrain from expressing our high satis- 
faction at a result so auspicious to the Fraternity. 

M. E. Comp. Lewis, of Louisiana, offered the following as an 
amendment to the Constitution, which was read, and ordered to 
be placed on file for future action : 

Amendment of Section 1 of Article 2 of the General Grand 

Constitution , proposed by Comp . Thomas H. Lewis , Grand 

High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Louisiana. 

Strike out of this Section after the word u preside” at the end 
of the sixth line, the following words : “ and of the Past Grand 
and Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes of the said 
Grand Chapters.” 

Comp. Lewis, of Louisiana, also offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted: 

Resolved , That the memorial of Comp. John Gedge, of the 
Grand Chapter of Louisiana, found on page 13, and seq. of the 
printed proceedings of the last Annual Communication of said 
Grand Chapter, be referred to a select committee of five members 
of this Body. 

M. E. Comps. Hubbard, of Ohio, Ellis, of Connecticut, Ful- 
ler, of Tennessee, Tucker, of Vermont, and Williams, of Illinois, 
were appointed the committee. 
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The M. E. General Grand High Priest, after some appropriate 
remarks on the importance of the subject, proposed that the matter 
of Work and Lectures, as practised under the sanction of this 
General Grand Chapter, should be referred to a committee of this 
Body, to consider and report. Whereupon, 

M. E. Comp. Lee, of Michigan, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which, after discussion, was adopted, viz : 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire as to the 
policy of establishing a uniform mode of Work and Lectures for 
the several Chapters of the United States. 

M. E. G. G. High Priest appointed the committee as follows : 
M. E. Comps. Lee, of Michigan, Huntoon, of Massachusetts, 
Graff, of Ohio, Lewis, Jr., of New York, Coffin, of Illinois, 
Dean, of Massachusetts, Lewis, of Louisiana, Humphreys, of 
Maine, Puller, of Tennessee, Brown, of Indiana. 

On motion of Excellent Companion Barnum, the Most Excel- 
lent General Grand High Priest, was added to the committee. 
Excellent Companion Lovell, of Massachusetts, was subsequently 
added as chairman. 

Most Excellent Companion French, from the Committee on 
Credentials, reported the names of Companions William H. Ellis, 
and Horace Goodwin, of Connecticut, John J. Prentiss, of New 
Hampshire, and Stephen Lovell and Henry Earl, of Massachu- 
setts, as entitled to seats in the General Grand Chapter. 

Most Excellent Companion Hubbard, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on the subject of Appeals, submitted a report, which, after 
debate, was referred back to the committee, with instructions to 
report in the form pf resolutions. 

During the pendency of the above report, on motion of Most 
Excellent Companion Tucker, of Vermont, it was 

Ordered , That when the question is taken, it be taken by yeas 
and nays. 

Most Excellent Companion Lewis, Jr., of New York, from the 
Committee on Rules and Orders, submitted a report on that sub- 
ject, which on motion of Companion Tupper, was laid on the table. 
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Supdry petitions and returns were presented and referred to the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The Most Excellent Deputy General Grand High Priest reported 
that since the Triennial Session, 1849, he has issued Dispensations 
for the formation of the following new Chapters : 

Union Chapter, at Newark, N. J., on the 13th March, 1848. 

Newark Chapter, at Newark, N. J., on 20th March, 1848. 

Washington Chapter, Texas, on 5th May, 1848. 

Whitfield Chapter, Arkansas, on 27th May, 1848. 

Howard Chapter, Illinois, on 28th July, 1848. 

Stapleton Chapter, Illinois, on 28th June, 1849. 

* El Dorado Chapter, California, on 9th May, 1850. 

Also, a Dispensation to sundry companions of Vermont, to re- 
organize a Grand Chapter at Burlington, under the last Grand 
High Priest, Most Excellent N. B. Hasweil. 

Which was referred to the Committee on the Doings of the 
Grand Officers. 

The Most Excellent General Grand King reported, that since the 
last triennial communication of this Most Excellent General Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter in 1847, that upon proper application and re- 
commendation, he granted a dispensation dated the 10th day of 
March, 1S49, for a chapter of Royal Arch Masons, to be held at 
the town of Anderson, in the County of Grimes, in the State of 
Texas, to be known as Jerusalem Chapter, No. 3. 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the 14th day of March, 1849, for a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, to be held at the town of Crock- 
ett, in the County of Houston, in the State of Texas, to be known 
as Trinity Chapter, No. 4. 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the 14th day of April, 1849, for a 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, to be held at the Town of Bren- 
ham, in the County of Washington, in the State of Texas, to be 
known as Brenham Chapter, No. 5. 


• This is an error, it should be “ San Francisco Chapter.” 
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Also, a Dispensation, dated the 14th day of April, 1849$ fora 
Royal Arch Chapter, to be held at the Town of Austin, in the 
County of Travis, in the State of Texas, to be known as Austin 
Chapter, No. 6. 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the 22d day of January, 1850, for -! 
a Royal Arch Chapter, to be held at the Town of Huntsville, in 
the County of Walker, in the State of Texas, to be known as 
San Jacinto Chapter, No. 7. 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the day of * 1850, for a 

Royal Arch Chapter, to be held at the Town of Washington, in 
the County of Washington, in the State of Texas, to be known 
as Washington Chapter, No. 8. # 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the 2d day of February, 1850, for 
a Royal Arch Chapter, to be held at the town of San Augustine, 
in the county of San Augustine, and State of Texas, to be known ^ 
as Rising Star Chapter, No. 9. 

Also, a Dispensation, dated the 2d day of March, 1850, for a 
Royal Arch Chapter, to be held in the town of Cambridge, in the 
county of Henry, in the State of Illinois, to be known as Rey- 
nolds Chapter, No. — . 

And that in each case he appointed Past High Priests to install 
the officers, organize the Chapters, and set them to work in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution, rules and regulations of this Most 
Excellent General Grand Chapter. 

He would further report that Comp. Past High Priest, James R. ( 
Hartsock, of New Orleans, acted as his proxy in the installation 
of the officers of Red River Chapter No. 3, on the 15th day of 
March, and of Clinton Chapter, No. 4, at Clinton, in the State of 
Louisiana, on the 28th day of March, 1848 ; and that Comp. 

Past High Priest Guerdon Gates acted as his proxy in the installa- 
tion of the officers of Shawneetown Chapter, in the State of Illi- 
nois. He granted authority to Houston Chapter No. 2, and Aus- 
tin Chapter No. 6, in the State of Texas, to confer the degrees 

* Name changed to Brazos Chapter. 
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pertaining to the Chapter on a number of worthy Master Masons, 
without their petitions having laid over the usual time, the peculiar 
circumstances of each case seeming to him to justify such a course. 

He, also, authorized Holland Chapter No. 1, New Era Chap- 
ter, No. 2, Red River Chapter, No. 3, Clinton Chapter, No. 4, 
in the State of Louisiana, to organize and establish a Grand Chap- 
ter for that State, which they did in the city of New Orleans, on 
the 1st day of May, 1848. He also granted authority to the seven 
Chapters in the State of Illinois, working under Charters, to or- 
ganize and establish a Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for 
that State. Six of the number were represented and participated 
in the organization on the day of April, 1850. 

It is with peculiar pleasure that reference is made to the amica- 
ble adjustment of all differences with our Companions of Texas. 
For the sake of peace and harmony, they have, in a spirit worthy 
of all commendation, dissolved their independent organization, 
and there is now no less than nine Chapters working under au- 
thority from this Most Excellent General Grand Chapter. The 
undersigned, from personal observation, bears testimony to the zeal, 
fidelity and ability with which they discharge their Masonic duties. 
Perhaps there is no State in the Union where the benign influences 
of our much loved institution have been more extensively felt, and 
the genuine principles of the Order more faithfully carried out in 
practice. 

The undersigned most respectfully suggests the propriety of re- 
funding the fees received for all dispensations for Chapters, at 
places where Chapters existed under authority from the late Grand 
Chapter of Texas. 

In the West and Southwest generally, Masonry has never 
known a brighter or more auspicious day than the present. Every 
where prosperous, there seems to be no contention, except that 
noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work and 
best agree. And thus may it remain, circumscribing our desires, 
keeping our passions within due bounds, correcting our morals, 
expanding our hearts with true benevolence towards all mankind, 
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until that glorious day when the lion and the lamb shall lie down 
in peace together, and there shall be no longer any necessity for 
its continuance. 

The undersigned presents the annexed statement of moneys re- 
ceived and paid over b} r him, and asks its reference to the Com- 
mittee on Accounts. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIS STEWART, 

G. G. K. G. G. O. 

Referred to the Committee on the doings of the General Grand 
Officers, and Finance. 

The Most Excellent General Grand Scribe made a report, which 
was read, and is as follows : 

The undersigned respectfully reports, that since the last triennial 
meeting of this General Grand Chapter, he has, on proper applica- 
tion, granted permission to organize a Grand Chapter in the State 
of Michigan, January, A. D., 1848. 

In February, A. D., 1848, granted Dispensation to revive Jeru- 
salem Chapter, No. 2, in the State of Vermont, without charge. 

August 1st, A. D., 1849, granted a Dispensation to James W. 
Gilman and others, to open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons at 
Rock Island, in the State of Illinois, for which I received $90, 
and have paid the same over to the General Grand Treasurer. 

All papers relating to the above accompany this report, except 
such as have been sent to the General Grand Secretary before he 
left Baltimore. E. S. BARNUM, 

G. ' G . Scribe . 

A communication relative to Brazos Chapter, Texas, from 
Companion Wm. T. Austin, of Texas, was received and laid on 
the table. 

Most Excellent Companion Tupper, of Mississippi, moved for 
a reconsideration of the vote by which the General Grand Consti- 
tution was so amended as to make “ Past Grand High Priests of 
State Grand Chapters,” members of this General Grand Body; 
which after discussion, was carried. 
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The original proposition was then, on motion of Companion 
Lewis, pf Louisiana, amended by adding the following words, 
viz. : “ Provided , That said Past Grand High Priests shall have 
no vote, but only a consulting voice in this Body.” 

The proposition as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Most Excellent Companion Stewart, of Ken- 
tucky, it was 

Resolved , That a Committee on Grievances be appointed. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest appointed the 
following companions on this committee, viz. : 

Companion Hendrix, of Alabama ; Companion Lewis, of 
Louisiana ; Companion Storer, of Connecticut ; Companion 
Bradford, of Maine ; Companion Balch, of New Hampshire. 

A communication from Lafayette Chapter, at East Berkshire, 
Vermont, was received and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Most Excellent Companion Hendrix, of Alabama, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted, viz. : 

Resolved , That the General Grand Chapter proceed to the elec- 
tion of officers for the ensuing three years, to-morrow at 9 o’clock 
in the morning. 

Most Excellent Companion Hungerford, of New York, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the committee appointed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of establishing a Representative Fund, be instructed to 
report permanent salaries and mileage to such General Grand offi- 
cers as shall be entitled to the same. 

Most Excellent Companion Storer, of Connecticut, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted, viz. : 

Resolved , That a committee be appointed to designate the place 
of meeting for the next triennial communication of the General 
Grand Chapter. 

Most Excellent Companion Tupper, of Mississippi^ submitted 
the following resolution, which was referred^to the Committee of 
Finance, viz. : 

24 
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Resolved , That the sum of ninety dollars, the sum which was 
paid for a Dispensation by Carrollton Chapter, in the State of 
Mississippi, be- refunded and paid to the Grand Chapter of the 
State of Mississippi. 

M. E. Comp. Graff submitted the following inquiry, which was 
received and referred to Comps. Goodell, of Connecticut, Tucker, 
of Vermont, Butler, of Vermont. 

Is it competent for a Royal Arch Chapter to confer the Chapter 
degrees on a Master Mason who has but one arm ? 

M. E. Comp. Barnum, of New York, presented an appeal and 
accompanying documents from Comp. O. Alexander, which were 
referred to the Committee on Grievances. 

An appeal from Comp. P. S. Van Houten and others, was also 
presented and referred to the same committee. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved , That the exemplification of the work of the General 
Grand Chapter* be had to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 

Adjourned. 

Wednesday, Sept . 11 — P. M. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

Comp. James Hutchinson was recognized as proxy for Comp. 
N. H. Gould, Grand Scribe of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island. 

M. E. Comp. Stevenson, of North Carolina, was added to the 
Committee on Amendment of the Constitution. 

A petition signed by Comp. George Fisher, of Houston, Texas, 
was received and referred to the Committee on Grievances. 

M. E. Comp. Stewart, of Kentucky, submitted the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be instructed to 
have the Constitution of this General Grand Chapter printed with 
the proceedings of the present Session, and distribute the same to 
each State Grand Chapter owing allegiance hereto, and to each of 
their Subordinates so far as he can ascertain the same. 
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On motion of M. E. Comp. Gould, of Georgia, the vote desig- 
nating 9 o’clock to-morrow morning, as the hour for the election 
of officers, was re-considered. 

The original motion was then amended, by striking out the 
words “ to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock,” and inserting the word 
forthwith : and was adopted. 

The Most Excellent General Grand Chapter then resolved itself 
into a Committee of the Whole, for the election of officers. Most 
Excellent Companion Lewis, of Louisiana, in the Chair. 

Companions Courtney, of Maryland, and Lewis, Jr., of New 
York, were appointed tellers. 

The committee on motion of Comp. Gould, rose, reported pro- 
gress, and had leave to sit again. Adjourned. 

Thursday, Sept . 12, 1850. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

Most Excellent Companion Lewis, of Louisiana, submitted the 
following report from the Committee on Dispensations, which was 
adopted : 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters, respect- 
fully report, that they have examined the work, returns, (fee., of 
Newark Royal Arch Chapter, No. 2, held at 'Newark, in the 
State of New Jersey ; of Brenham Chapter, No. 5, held at the 
Town of Brenham, in the State of Texas ; of Austin Chapter, 
No. 6, held at Austin, in the State of Texas ; and of Union Chap- 
ter, No. 1, in the City of Newark, in the State of New Jersey, 
and find said work of said Chapters correct ; and your committee 
recommend that Charters be granted to the said Chapters. 

Austin Chapter, No. 6, has petitioned to have its name changed 
to that of “ Lone Star Chapter, No. 6,” to which there can be 
no reasonable objection. 

Your committee submit for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved , That Charters be issued forthwith to the above 
named Chapters, on payment of the constitutional dues and 
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fees ; and that the name of Austin Chapter be changed to that of 
Lone Star. 4 

Companion Lewis, of Louisiana, also submitted the report of 
the Committee on Grievances, which was laid on the table : 

To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the United States: 

The Committee on Grievances respectfully report, that they 
have had under consideration the appeal taken by Philip S. Van 
Houten and others from the action of the Most Excellent Grand 
Chapter of the State of New York ; and after as mature investi- 
gation as the time allowed them would permit, a majority of them 
have arrived at the conclusion that there is no error contained in 
the resolutions of said Grand Chapter, from which this appeal has 
been taken, and recommend the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved , That the appeal brought up from the action of the 
Grand Chapter of the State of New York by Philip S. Van 
Houton and others, be, and the same is hereby dismissed. 

By order of the committee, 

THOS. H. LEWIS, Chairman. 

Most Excellent Companions Brown and Humphries having 
left the city, the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest ap* 
pointed as their substitutes on the Committee on Work, Most Ex- 
cellent Companions Stevenson, of North Carolina, and Field, 
of Rhode Island. 

Most Excellent Companion Hungerford, of New York, sub- 
mitted the following report from the Committee on Finance, 
which was adopted : 

The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the appli- 
cation of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi for the payment to said 
Chapter of ninety dollars, being the amount paid to the General 
Grand Chapter by Carrollton Chapter in said State, for a Dispen- 
sation or Charter, report — 
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That it appears by the proceedings of Mississippi Grand Chap- 
ter, that an officer of this General Grand Chapter, in the year 
1846, granted a Dispensation to Carrollton Chapter, to continue 
until the triennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter in 1847, 
when a Charter was granted ; that subsequently to the granting 
said Dispensation, and prior to the meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter, a Grand Chapter was formed in said State, and they now 
claim that the fees for a Dispensation should be paid to said Grand 
Chapter. 

The committee do not discover any thing in this case essentially 
varying from ordinary cases of granting Dispensations in States 
where no Grand Chapter has been formed, and therefore ask to be 
discharged from thb further consideration of the same. 

O. HUNGERFORD, Chairman . 

M. E. Comp. French, of the Committee on Credentials, re- 
ported the names of M- E. Comp. Whittaker, Grand High Priest, 
and M. E. Comp. C. B. Manchester,- Grand King, of the Grand 
Chapter of Rhode Island, as entitled to seats in this body. 

Returns and petition from Brazos Chapter, Washington, Texas, 
and a petition from Reynolds Chapter, Cambridge, Illinois, were 
presented and referred to the Committee on Dispensations. 

M. E. Comp. Hendrix, of Alabama, of the Committee on 
Grievances, submitted the following report, which was received 
and laid upon the table : 

To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

Your Committee on Grievances would further report, that a 
document in the form of a petition, signed O. Alexander, Wash- 
ington, D. C., was referred to them, in which the petitioner states 
that he has been unjustly expelled from the rights of Royal Arch 
Masonry by Milwaukee Chapter, No. 1, in the State of Wiscon- 
sin. Your committee are of opinion that the General Grand 
Chapter cannot act upon a case of this kind, unless it comes in 
the form of an appeal, in which case all the proceedings had in 
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the Subordinate Chapter should be sent up. Your committee 
would therefore respectfully ask leave to be discharged from the 
further consideration of this matter. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Wm. Hendrix, 

Thos. H. Lewis, 

E. G. Storer, 

Daniel Balch, 

F. Bradford. 

The same committee also submitted the following report, which 
was read, and the resolution appended thereto adopted : 

To the M. jE. General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

Your Committee on Grievances, to whom was referred an ap- 
peal taken by George Fisher, from the action of San Felipe de 
Austin Chapter, No. l,at Galveston, in the State of Texas, would 
respectfully report, that they have had the same under considera- 
tion, and after an examination of the proceedings of said Chapter 
in the case before alluded to, and such other evidence as was fur- 
nished us, would respectfully offer the following resolution, and 
ask its adoption by the General Grand Chapter. 

Resolved, That George Fisher be and is hereby restored to all 
the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masonry. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Wm. Hendrix, 

Thos. H. Lewis, 

E. G. Storer, 

Daniel Balch, 

F. Bradford. 

M. E. Comp. Hungerford, of New York, of the Committee on 
Finance, submitted an adverse report from that committee on the 
petition of Lafayette Chapter, in Vermont, which, after discussion, 
was recommitted to the same committee, with instructions to report 
in accordance with the prayer of the petitioners. 
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M. E. Comp. French* of the District of Columbia, submitted 
the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Whereas, it has been doubted by many of the members of this 
General Grand Chapter, whether the proceedings of yesterday, in 
reconsidering the vote fixing the time for the election of officers, 
and proceeding to that election in advance of the time fixed in full 
Chapter yesterday morning, were regular — Therefore, 

Resolved , That those proceedings be and hereby are approved, 
and the officers yesterday elected, be considered duly and legally 
elected to the several places they occupy : Provided , That this 
proceeding shall never hereafter be construed as a precedent for a 
like proceeding. 

Most Excellent Companion Hubbard, of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee on Appeals, submitted the following report, which was laid 
on the table : 

The committee to whom was referred the question, whether in 
any Royal Arch Masonic Body, a member of such body had a 
right to an appeal from the decision of the presiding officer on a 
question of order, have had the same under consideration, and 
herewith report : That, in their opinion, and according to the 
usages of Masonry from time immemorial, no appeal can of right 
be had, and accompany their report with the following resolution. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

W. B. Hubbard, 
Freeman Bradford, 

B. B. French. 

Resolved , That according to the usages of Masonry from time 
immemorial, on a question of order, no appeal can of right be 
taken from the decision of the presiding officer, in any Royal Arch 
Chapter, to the body over which he presides. 

The General Grand Chapter then resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the choice of officers. 

Most Excellent Companion Lewis, of Louisiana, in the Chair. 

Companion Barnum declined being a candidate for re-election. 
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The committee having completed the business before them, 
rose, and reported that they had made choice of the following 
officers for the General Grand Chapter for the ensuing three years, 
viz. : 


M. E. Robert P. Dunlap, 

66 Jos. K. Stapleton, 

“ Willis Stewart, 

“ Thos. H. Lewis, 

“ Benj. B. French, 
u Edw’d A. Raymond, 
“ Rev. Paul Dean, 

“ N. B. Haswell, 


G. G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. G. KING. 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

G. G. SECRETARY. 
G. G. TREASURER. 
G. G. CHAPLAIN. 

G. G. MARSHAL. 


On motion, the report was accepted, and the said companions 
declared duly elected to the several offices designated. 

Most Excellent Companion Tupper, of Mississippi, offered the 
following resolution, which was laid on the table : 

Resolved , That the committee appointed to designate the place 
for holding the next Triennial Meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter, be and they are hereby instructed to inquire and report 
as to the propriety and expediency of abolishing this General Grand 
Chapter, and of recommending the adoption of the same course 
by all other General Grand Bodies in the United States, with the 
view of establishing in their place a General Convocation of Ma- 
sonic Delegates, representing all State Grand Bodies, to meet an- 
nually or triennially, at some central location, for the purpose of 
exercising a general legislative jurisdiction over all Masonic Bodies 
in the United States. 

Comp. Tupper, of Mississippi, also offered the following report 
from the Committee on the Amendment of the Constitution, which 
was laid on the table : 

The committee to whom was referred the proposed amendment 
of the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter, respectfully 
report : That, having had the subject under consideration, they 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution : 
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Resolved , That the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter 
be amended, by adding in the fourth line of the seventh section of 
the first article thereof, after the word “ jurisdiction,” the words 
tc provided, that each State Grand Chapter may, in their discre- 
tion, increase or diminish the fees for Dispensations and Charters 
of Chapters under their respective jurisdictions.’ ’ 

T. C. Tupper, 

John L. Lewis, Jr., 

L. L. Stevenson, 

* J. J. Prentiss, 

A. B. Thompson. 

Committee. 

At 11^ o’clock, the General Grand Chapter was called from 
labor, for the purpose pf witnessing an exemplification of the work 
by St. Paul’s Chapter, jof Boston. 

At 2\ o’clock, the General Grand Chapter was called to labor. 

The M. E. General Grand High Priest announced M. E. Com- 
panions Storer of Connecticut, Courtney, of Maryland, and Lewis, 
of Louisiana, as the Committee on the next Place of Meeting. 

The Committee of Finance, through their Chairman, submitted 
the following report, which was accepted. The blank in the se- 
cond resolution having been filled with the sum of $3,000, the 
report and resolutions were laid on the table : 

The Committee on Finance beg leave to report, that they have 
examined the account of the General Grand Treasurer, which is 
hereunto attached, and find the same in all respects correct. It 
shows a balance in his hands of $4,854 26. 

The accounts rendered by the Deputy General Grand High 
Priest and General Grand Scribe, have not been placed in the 
hands of the committee. 

The accounts of the General Grand King and General Grand 
Secretary, have been examined, and appear to be correct. 

A letter has been placed in the hands of the committee, from 
the Secretary of Jacksonville Chapter, No. 3, Illinois, to the Gen- 
25 
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eral Grand Secretary, which states that the exaltation fees due 
from that Chapter to the General Grand Chapter, have been for- 
warded — but the Treasurer informs the committee he has not re- 
ceived them. 

In examining the accounts of the several General Grand Offi- 
cers, the committee notice that the practice has been, to retain 
money in their hands for some length of time, instead of paying 
the same immediately to the General Grand Treasurer, as required 
by the Constitution. The Treasurer is the only legitimate deposi- 
tory of the funds of the Chapter, and the committee respectfully 
recommend that the requirements of the Constitution be complied 
with hereafter. 

Connected with their duty, the committee conceive, is the safe 
keeping of the funds of the Institution, and they recommend, 
with the entire approbation of the present incumbent, that the 
Treasurer be required to give security for the faithful discharge of 
of his duty. 

The committee are also of opinion 'that a portion of the funds 
of the Chapter should be invested in some manner to be accumu- 
lating interest, and therefore offer the following resolutions : 

O. HUNGERFORD, 

Chairman. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Treasurer be required to 
.give security for the faithful discharge of his duty, to Robert P. 
Dunlap in trust, for the General Grand Chapter, and such as shall 
be approved of by the General Grand Council. 

Resolved , That the General Grand Treasurer be directed to in- 
vest $3,000 of the funds of this General Grand Chapter in such 
manner as he shall deem for the interest of the Chapter. 

Comp. Hungerford, from the same committee, offered the fol- 
lowing report, which was adopted, the blank having been filled 
with the sum of ninety-four dollars : 

In compliance with instructions, the Committee on Finance 
report the following resolution : 
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Resolved , That ninety-four dollars be refunded to Lafayette 
Chapter, of Vermont. 

On motion, it was 

Resolved , That to-morrow, 12 o’clock, be assigned as the hour 
for witnessing a further exemplification of the Work, by St. Paul’s 
Royal Arch Chapter. 

M. E. Comp. Hubbard, of Ohio, submitted the following report 
on the memorial of Comp. John Gedge, which was read and laid 
on the table : 

The committee to whom was referred the resolution on the sub- 
ject of the memorial of Comp. John Gedge to the Grand Chapter 
of Louisiana, have had the same under consideration, and here- 
with submit the following 

REPORT. 

That in the opinion of your committee, the facts and reason- 
ings embodied in the memorial under consideration are entitled to 
great weight, and would incline your committee, if, as they con- 
ceive, they were not committed and bound by their relations to 
Royal Arch Masonry in the United States to the contrary, to re- 
commend a compliance with the request of the memorialist ; so far 
at least as to admit to fellowship, in Chapters and otherwise as 
Royal Arch Masons only, those who had been duly exalted to that 
degree according to the rules of the Order in England, and who 
were otherwise in good standing as Royal Arch Masons, though 
not possessed of the “ intercalary” degrees of Mark, Past and 
Most Excellent Master. But your committee do not consider this 
an open question. They suppose that under the Constitutions of 
this Grand Body, and of all the Subordinates, by reason of the 
manner in which each Royal Arch Mason receives that degree, he 
is estopped and precluded from aiding in opening or holding a 
Royal Arch Chapter, except with the requisite number of Com- 
panions, who have received the several preceding degrees of 
Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master Mason, Mark, Past and 
Most Excellent Master. 
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Your committee would also advert to the fact, that at a previous 
session (1844) of this General Grand Body, this same question 
received a thorough examination at the hands of an experienced 
committee, whose report unanimously approved by this body, was 
in accordance with the conclusions hereinbefore stated by this, your 
committee. Your committee therefore consider the question no 
longer an open one, legislatively or constitutionally. It should be 
considered as a matter res adjudicata. 

In order, however, to remedy the existing difficulties, at least as 
far as is in the power of this General Grand Body, your committee 
herewith recommend for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved , That the Constitution of this General Grand Body 
be amended by the adoption of the following as sections 6 and 7 
of the 3d article, to wit : 

That any worthy Companion, from without the jurisdiction of 
the United States, who may present himself as a Royal Arch Ma- 
son, and produce satisfactory evidence of his having received that 
degree, that each and every Chapter under the jurisdiction of this 
General Grand Chapter have liberty, and they are hereby author- 
ized, to confer the degeees of Mark Master, Past Master, and Most 
Excellent Master, on such Companions, (who have not heretofore 
received them,) to the end that they may be healed and thereby 
become regular Royal Arch Masons, free of charge. 

Sec. 2. That the Subordinate Chapter so conferring said de- 
grees, shall be exempt from paying any dues therefor. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

W. B. Hubbard, 

Philip C. Tucker, 

John Williams, 

Wm. H. Ellis. 

Adjourned. 
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Friday, Sept . 13, 1850. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

Comp. Tucker, of Vermont, from the committee on the inquiry 
submitted by Comp. Graff, of Ohio, offered the following report, 
which, on his motion, was laid upon the table : 

To the General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

The undersigned committee to which was referred a resolution 
of inquiry as to whether u it is competent for a Royal Arch Chap- 
ter to confer the Chapter degrees on a Master Mason who has but 
one arm,” respectfully report, that so far as the precise question 
referred to them is concerned, they are not aware of the existence 
of any Masonic authority by which the subject has been considered. 
Without, therefore, claiming to present the question on the ground 
of authority, they can only consider it in view of general Masonic 
polity. It has long been a question in the blue Lodges, whether 
any maimed person is admissible to the three first degrees ; and the 
question has been settled differently in different Grand Lodges. 
As an original rule, considered in view of the ancient operative 
character of Masonry, doubtless no maimed brother was admissi- 
ble ; but, in view of the modern speculative character of the Order 
only, doubtless this rule has been strongly modified in practice. 
Although some Grand Lodges still adhere to the ancient rule, 
others have limited it by holding, that if the candidate be not so 
far maimed as to disenable him from complying physically with 
the forms and ceremonies of the Order, he ought not to be excluded. 
As a mere moral question, doubtless the Order in general are in- 
clined to modify the ancient practice. As a question of Masonic 
law, your committee do not believe that the old rule can be con- 
sidered as an ancient and essential landmark which is to be treated 
as immutable forever. On the contrary, they consider it a mere 
question of convenience and policy, which may be properly modi- 
fied by competent Masonic authority. 

With these views as to the question considered relatively to the 
blue Lodges, your committee necessarily conclude that the whole 
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subject is one fairly open to Masonic regulation as to (he Chapter 
degrees. 

Confining themselves to the naked question referred to them, 
they recommend the adoption by this Body, of the following 
resolution : J 

Resolved^ That hereafter it shall be considered competent for a 
Royal Arch Chapter to confer the Chapter degrees on a Master 
Mason who has but one arm. 

Respectfuly submitted, 

Cyrus Goodell, 

Philip C. Tucker, 

Samuel S. Butler, 

Boston, September 13, 1850. Committee . 

M. E. Comp. French, from the Committee on Credentials, 
submitted the following additional report, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Credentials report, that Scott J. Tallman is 
entitled to a seat in this General Grand Chapter, as proxy for J. 

C. Humphreys, G. H. P. of the Grand Chapter of Maine, M. E. 
Comp. Humphreys having been present, and having left the city. 

* B. B. FRENCH, 

September 13, 1850. for the Committee. 

M. E. Comp. Lewis, in behalf of the Committee on Dispensa- 
tions, submitted the following additional report, which was { 
adopted : 

The Committee on Dispensations and new Chapters, have 
examined the By-Laws, returns, &c., of Brazos Chapter, No. 8, 
held in the town of Washington, State of Texas, find the same 
correct, and recommend that a Charter be granted to said Chapter, 
and for that purpose offer the following resolution : 

Resolved , That a Charter be granted to Brazos Chapter, No. 8, j 
at Washington, State of Texas, on payment of the usual fees and 
dues. 
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To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

Your Committee on Dispensations and new Chapters, beg leave 
to report, that they have examined the By-Laws, work, and 
returns of Washington Chapter, No. 2, at Houston, Texas, and 
approve of the same as correct, and in accordance with the request 
of that Chapter, recommend that a Charter be granted on the pay- 
ment of the usual fees. 

M. E. General Grand High Priest appointed M. E. Comp. 
Whitaker, of Rhode Island, on the Committee on Work, in the 
place of Comp. Fuller, who had left the city. 

M. E. Comp. Stapleton, submitted a report of his doings as 
General Grand Secretary, pro tem.> which was referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

M. E. Comp. French offered the following resolution which 
was adopted : 

Resolved , That the installation of the officers of this General 
Grand Chapter, be performed in public, on Monday next, at such 
hour as the M. E. Grand High Priest may determine. 

M. E. Comp. French was added to the Committee on Finance, 
in the place of Comp. Hungerford, who had obtained leave of 
absence. 

The report of the Committee on Appeals, was taken from the 
table and adopted. 

M. E. Comp. Stapleton submitted sundry papers in relation to 
Whitfield Chapter, in the State of Arkansas, which were referred 
to the Committee on Dispensations. 

M. E. Comp. Hubbard submitted the following resolution, 
which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the Committee on fixing a time for the next 
meeting of this General Grand Chapter, be and they are hereby 
authorized to confer with a committee appointed by the General 
Grand Encampment for the purpose of fixing upon a place for the 
permanent sessions of that Body, and with power to agree upon a 
place for the permanent meetings of this Grand Body. 
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The report of the Committee on Appeals, in the case of Corap. 
Tan Houten and others, was taken from the table and adopted. 

M. E. Comp. Lewis, of New York, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That in the opinion of this General Grand Chapter, 
all persons who have been expelled or suspended for un-Masonic 
conduct by any regular Lodge or Grand Lodge of competent juris- 
diction from all the rights and privileges of Masonry, should be for- 
bidden to visit or sit in any Grand or Subordinate Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons in this jurisdiction, or in the General Grand Chapter ; 
and that it is the duty of Royal Arch Masons to abstain from all 
Masonic communication with persons so expelled or suspended, 
until they shall be duly restored to those rights and privileges. 

M. E. Comp. Blaney was appointed on the Committee on 
Work, in place of Comp. Lee, who had obtained leave of absence. 

M. E. Comp. Courtney, from the Committee on doings of 
Grand Officers, offered the following report, which was adopted : 

The committee to whom was referred the doings of the General 
Grand Officers, beg leave to report — 

That they have examined the reports of the several General 
Grand Officers submitted to them, and take pleasure in reporting 
that they evince a zeal for the good of the Order, highly com- 
mendable, and have been strictly in conformity with the Constitu- 
tion and usages of this General Grand Body. 

The resolution in relation to Royal Arch Masonry in Florida, 
was reported back by the above Committee, and laid on the table. 

The report of the Committee on Finance, was taken from the 
table, and during its pendency the General Grand Chapter was 
called from labor for the purpose of witnessing the further exem- 
plification of the work by the Companions of Boston. 

Friday — continued. 

The General Grand Chapter having attended to an exemplifi- 
cation of the work, was called to order at 2 o’clock, and the con- 
sideration of the report of the Committee on Finance was resumed, 
when the report and resolutions were adopted. 
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M. E. Comp. Lewis, of the Committee on Dispensations, sub- 
mitted the following additional report, which, together with the 
resolutions, was adopted : 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters, respect- 
fully report — 

That a number of Chapters working under Dispensations, have 
made application for charters, but have failed to send up the re- 
cord of their proceedings, so that your committee are unable to say 
whether their doings have been regular or not. 

Your committee, nevertheless, are of opinion that these Chap- 
ters ought not to be dissolved, but that they are entitled to such 
relief as this General Grand Body can afford them. They there- 
fore recommend the adoption of the following resolutions : 

Resolved , That the Dispensations heretofore granted to Reynolds 
Chapter, in Cambridge, State of Illinois ; Stapleton Chapter, in 
Rushville, State of Illinois ; Springfield Chapter, in Springfield, 
State of Illinois ; Quincy Chapter, in Quincy, Stale of Illinois ; 
Friendship Chapter, in El Dorado, State of Arkansas ; be con- 
tinued in force until the next triennial meeting of this General 
Grand Chapter, unless sooner revoked by lawful authority. 

Resolved, That the General Grand High Priest be authorized, 
in his discretion, to grant Charters to such of said Chapters as 
shall furnish him with the constitutional evidence of their being 
worthy and entitled to the same. 

The report of the Committee on the Memorial of Companion 
John Gedge, was taken from the table, and, with the resolutions, 
adopted. Adjourned. 

Saturday, September 14, 1850. 

Companion Lewis, of Louisiana, offered the following report 
from the Committee on Dispensations, which, with the resolution 
appended, was adopted : 

The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters, respect- 
fully report — 
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That they have examined the returns, <fcc,., from Rising Star 
Chapter, held in San Augustine, State of Texas, and recommend 
that a Charter be granted to said Chapter. 

Whitfield Chapter, working under Dispensation, in Camden, 
State of Arkansas, has also applied for a Charter, but bas sent up c 
neither By-Laws nor record of proceedings. 

They therefore recommend that the Dispensation to said Chap- 
ter be continued in force until the next triennial meeting of this 
General Grand Chapter, unless sooner revoked by lawful authority. 

Comp. Lewis, of Louisiana, also offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the Dispensations granted to San Jacinto, Jeru- 
salem and Trinity Chapters, in Texas, be continued, and they 
be authorized to surrender them, and take out Charters from “the 
Grand Chapter of that State, if one be organized previous to the * 
next meeting of the General Grand Chapter. 

Comp. Storer, of Connecticut, from the committee on the next 
place of meeting, submitted the following report, which, with the 
first resolution, was adopted : 

To the General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

The committee appointed to designate a place for the next 
triennial convocation of the General Grand Chapter, have at- 
tended to the duty assigned them, and would submit the following 
resolution : 

Resolved , That the next triennial convocation of this General 
Grand Chapter be held in the city of Lexington, in the.State of 
Kentucky. 

The committee also beg leave to submit a resolution, for an 
amendment of the Constitution, to be laid over for consideration 
at the next triennial convocation : 

Resolved , That the 1st Section of the 1st Article of the Consti- 
tution of the General Grand Chapter be so amended as to fix the 


Digitized by Google 



203 

permanent location of the General Grand Chapter at Baltimore, in 
the State of Maryland; 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

E. G. Storer, 

Thos. H. Lewis, 

E. S. Courtney. 

The second resolution of the preceding report was ordered to 
lie over until the next triennial session of the General Grand 
Chapter. 

On motion of Comp. Stevenson, of North Carolina, the report 
of the Committee on amending the Constitution, submitted on 
Thursday, was taken from the the table, and 

On motion of Comp. Lewis, of Louisiana, it was rejected. 

M. E. Comp. Hubbard, of the Committee on Finance, sub- 
mitted the following report, which was adopted : 

The Committee on Finance beg leave to make this their further 
report — 

That they have examined the report and accounts of the M. E. 
Deputy General Grand High Priest, and find said account correct, 
and that he has received of moneys belonging to this General Grand 

Chapter, in the whole, $645 66 

That he has paid over to the General Grand Trea- 
surer, $622 14 

Retained for items of expense, postages, &c., 23 15 

$645 65 

♦ 

Most Excellent Companion Stewart, of Kentucky, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That on the first day of each session of this Most 
Excellent General Grand Chapter, there shall be appointed the 
following committees : 

On Credentials ; Oft Returns ; On Grievances ; On Finance ; 
On Foreign Communications ; On Masonic Jurisprudence. 

Companion Tallman, of Maine, offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was adopted : 
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Resolved , That a committee be appointed to report at the next 
triennial meeting, whether any of the Chapter degrees may be 
conferred on persons maimed or otherwise imperfect in body. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest appointed the 
following Companions to compose the committee contemplated by 
the preceding resolution, viz. : Tucker, of Vermont, Gould, of 
Georgia, and Tallman, of Maine. 

Companion Philip C. Tucker, Jr., was, on the report of th£ 
Committee on Credentials, recognized as proxy for Companion 
Samuel Butler, Grand King of the Grand Chapter of Vermont, 
who had obtained leave of absence. 

Most Excellent Companion Haswell, of Vermont, offered the 
following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the thanks of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, be transmitted by the present General Grand Secre- 
tary, to Companion Charles Gilman, of California, for the able 
and satisfactory manner in which he has heretofore discharged the 
duties of General Grand Secretary of this Grand Body, as well as 
for the Masonic zeal he still manifests in the cause of Masonry 
upon the shores of the Pacific, and that a Suitable jewel be pre- 
sented to him by this General Grand Body, to be procured by the 
General Grand Treasurer. 

Most Excellent Companion Williams, of Maine, was appointed 
by the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest to fill the vacan- 
cy in the Committee on Work, occasioned by the absence of Com- 
panion Lee, of Michigan. 

Most Excellent Companion Lewis, Jr., of New York, submitted 
the written report of the Committee on Work, which was amended 
and adopted as follows : 




To the General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

w 

The undersigned, the Committee on Work and Lectures, have 
endeavored to discharge the very important and responsible duties 
devolved upon us, by a close and attentive consideration of and 
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application to the subject matter confided to us. We were deeply 
sensible of the importance and necessity of uniformity in the Work 
of Arch Masonry in the United States, not only as a question of 
convenience and expediency, but as a matter of grave principle. 

The manner in which the work was exemplified is already 
known to this General Grand Chapter, and we cannot forbear ex- 
pressing our deep sense of obligation to the officers and compan- 
ions of St. Paul's Chapter, of Boston, for their prompt and ready * 
compliance with the wishes of this General Grand Chapter in ex- 
emplifying the Work of the Chapter Degrees in their presence, 
and at great inconvenience to the much esteemed companions of 
that Chapter, and their accomplished presiding officer, Most Ex- 
cellent Companion Stephen Lovell. Perhaps we could not have 
more deeply expressed our gratification than by doing as we have 
done — making it the basis upon which to act, and to which we 
have added, varied, and modified, as we deemed consistent with the 
ancienj landmarks of Royal Arch Masonry. 

We have already said that we have regarded uniformity as ne- 
cessary and vitally important, and we wish to propose such plan as 
shall not only promote, but maintain it. But by uniformity, we 
do not wish to be understood as perfect sameness of expression ; 
we have avoided verbal criticism, and the fixing modes of expres- 
sionj aiming only at uniformity of action, and have only re- 
tained peculiar words and phrases where they were necessary to 
elucidate and give force to some principle. 

The committee were gratified on assembling to find that, al- 
though representing every section of the Union, there was so little • 
essential difference in the mode and manner of the Work ; and 
all such essential differences we have aimed to reconcile and 
remove. The slight variances even in the modes of expression 
were remarkable, when we consider the peculiarities of the verna- 
cular tongue in different sections of the United States. 

The committee will add another remark, that while we do re- 
gard unity and even identity of language as desirable, yet we per- 
ceive that it is neither attainable or practicable, nor do we regard 
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it as necessary, except in the cases above cited. The object of 
all language is to express ideas of which words are but the arbi- 
trary symbols ; and as in J&asonry certain great moral as well as 
religious truths are developed and illustrated, valuable to man both 
here and hereafter, and teaching him his duty to his Maker, his 
country j his social circle, and to himself, and especially to the 
great family of man If those truths are but conveyed to the 
• mind intelligently, forcibly, truthfully, and yet so agreeably, as to 
bring the mind to love that truth, then the great end and object of 
our institution has been answered. 

We herewith submit our verbal report of the conclusions to 
which the committee have arrived, and to which we invite your 
careful consideration and attention. 

But the committee feel that they have not fully discharged their 
duty without adverting to some plan to make the result of their 
labors available. This has been with us a subject of anxious care 
and thought. We have already observed that uniformity ^nd the 
preservation of the great principles and landmarks of Royal Arch 
Masonry has been the object sought by us. 

As some time will elapse before the system here agreed on can 
be disseminated, and as we have not professed to perfect all the 
details of the system, we recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions : 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Robert P. Dunlap, 
Thos. H. Lewis, 

Paul Dean, 

Nathaniel Coffin, 
Benjamin Huntoon, 
Thos. Whitaker, 

L. L. Stevenson, 

John L. Lewis, Jr., 

x Stephen Lovell, 

James V. Z. Blaney. 
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Resolved , That in all things not decided upon at this meeting 
of the General Grand Chapter, as a system of Work to be observed 
in Chapters under this jurisdiction, the Work and Lectures remain 
as they were or may be modified under the supervision and direc- 
tion of the presiding officers of the several Chapters and Grand 
Chapters under this jurisdiction, until otherwise further directed 
by the General Grand Chapter. 

Resolved , That for the purpose of introducing the mode of Work 
and Lectures now agreed upon, the four first officers of this Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter be requested to take such measures as they may 
think best, for diffusing as extensively as may be, the knowledge 
of the same to the several Chapters under this jurisdiction. 

M. E. Comp. Lewis, Jr., of New York, assisted by M. E. 
Comp. Lovell of Massachusetts, presented the verbal report of the 
Committtee on Work, which, after careful consideration and dis- 
cussion, was unanimously adopted as the Work sanctioned by this 
Generai Grand Chapter, for the use of the Chapters under its 
jurisdiction. 

M. E. Comp. Blaney submitted a report from the Committee 
on the establishment of a Representative Fund, and compensation 
to Grand Officers, which was read and laid on the table. 

Adjourned. 

AFTEhjsrooN Session. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

The report of the Committee on the creation of a Representative 
Fund and compensation to General Grand Officers, was taken 
from the table. 

M. E. Comp. Lewis, of Louisiana, submitted the following 
resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved , That the report of the Committee on the creation of a 
Representative Fund and a fixed compensation to the General 
Grand Officers be postponed until the next triennial communica- 
tion of this General Grand Chapter ; and that the State Grand 
Chapters be requested to express their opinions on this subject. 
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Said report is as follows : 

To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the 

United States of America : 

The committee appointed to inquire into the expediency of the 
establishment of a Representative Fund for the payment of the 
necessary expenses of Delegates to the General Grand Chapter, 
and to report permanent salaries for the General Grand Officers, 
would beg leave respectfully to report, that they have had the same 
under consideration, and would offer the following as the result of 
their deliberations : 

Your committee presume that it will be generally conceded, that 
it is highly desirable in all representative bodies that the expenses 
of representation should fall as equally as possible upon all the 
subordinates entitled to such representation. ( 

Such, however, is far from being the case under the present 
regulations of this General Grand Chapter. No provisions have as 
yet been made for defraying the expenses of Delegates or even Grand 
Officers. Each Grand Chapter and Subordinate Chapter is obliged 
to pay the expenses of its own Delegate, or the Delegate is obliged 
to pay his own expenses. It is consequently the case that as the 
General Grand Chapter mostly holds its meetings in the Eastern or 
central cities of the United States, the Grand Chapters in the 
South, Southwest, West, and Northwest, are obliged to bear much 
heavier expense in securing their representation than the more for- 
tunate Grand Chapters of the Eastern and Middle States, and are 1 
also deprived of the pleasure and instruction they might receive 
from social and Masonic intercourse with the General Grand Offi- 
cers, and Delegates from other sections of the Union. 

Unfortunately, those very Grand Chapters and Chapters upon 
whom these expenses fall the most heavily, are the very ones 
which, from their youth, their location in more recently settled and 
less wealthy sections of the Union, and in regions most afflicted 
with fatal epidemic diseases and consequent destitution among their 
members, are least able to spare the cost of representation in this 
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Grand Body from funds meagre in themselves, and much required 
for charitable purposes. 

This evil will be increased should the General Grand Chapter 
at any time conclude to locate itself permanently. The Grand 
Chapters in the vicinity of such location would then be at no ex- 
pense for representation, while those which are far removed would 
feel the burden heavily and constantly. In consequence of this, 
a much larger representation is to be expected at all maetinSs of 
this General Grand Chapter from Grand Chapters located near the 
permanent place of meeting, than from those which are far dis- 
tant, thus giving a controlling influence to a particular section of 
the Union over others having an equal right in the deliberations 
and decisions of this General Grand Body. This is an evil which 
past experience abundantly proves to be pregnant with bickerings 
and divisions, and may, unless remedied, one day be the means 
of dividing, if not of dissolving this General Grand Chapter. 

The committee are of opinion that these considerations show 
defects in the regulations of this General Grand Body, which 
should speedily be remedied. The remedy, they think, measura- 
bly if not entirely, is to be found in the establishment of a Repre- 
sentative Fund, from which the actual expenses of Delegates shall 
be paid. 

Tiie plan which your committee would propose for the establish- 
ment and permanent existence of a Representative Fund, will be 
found in certain resolutions appended to this report. 

In the plan proposed, it will be observed that the committee re- 
commend the usually unpopular means of direct taxation of the 
bodies entitled to representation, as the only mode apparent to them 
of equalizing the expenses of all the Grand Chapters. Your 
committee are aware that direct taxation has never been resorted 
to by this General Grand Chapter, its funds having heretofore been 
derived from the fees for granting Dispensations and Charters to, 
and dues from, Subordinate Chapters, and Territories in which 
there is no Grand Chapter ; but the time must shortly arrive when 
that source will be cut off by the constitution of Grand Chapters 
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in all the States and Territories of the Union. Direct taxation of 
Grand Chapters must then be resorted to ; and if then, why should 
it be objectionable now when a great injustice and inequality re- 
quires it for its remedy. 

The greater difficulty which the committee have found, consists 
in fixing a sum necessary to be assessed upon each Grand Chapter 
to establish a Representative Fund sufficient to meet, without ma- 
terially exceeding, the expenses of Delegates. The sum mentioned 
in the appended resolutions has seemed to them to answer all 
requirements. 

As regards the expediency of fixing permanent salaries for Gene- 
ral Grand Officers which has also been referred to the committee 
for consideration, they are of opinion that the honors of the office 
should and doubtless always will be deemed by the incumbent 
sufficient compensation for the services to be performed, excepting 
the office of General Grand Secretary, whose arduous duties obvi- 
ously require pecuniary renumeration. They also* doubt if the 
payment of salaries, as such, be in accordance with Masonic usage 
or propriety. They, however, deem it but just that the actual 
outlay of the General Grand Officers in going to and returning 
from the place appointed for the meeting of the General Grand 
Chapter, their expenses while in attendance upon the same, and 
all expenses incurred for postage, stationery and all other things 
necessary to the performance of their respective duties, should be 
refunded to them. In accordance with this opinion, your com- 
mittee append resolution No. 4, and 1 recommend its adoption. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

James Y. Z. Blaney, 
John Williams, 

E. G. Storer. 

The following are the resolutions referred to in tjie body of this 
report : 

Whereas, it is highly desirable that the cost of representation in 
this General Grand Chapter should fall equally upon all the Grand 
Chapters entitled to representation therein ; Therefore, 
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1. Resolved , That a Representative Fund be established, by an 
equal assessment upon each and every Grand Chapter entitled to 
representation in this General Grand Chapter ; which fund shall 
be applied solely and exclusively to the payment of mileage and 
per diem to delegates of Grand Chapters, as provided for in the 
following resolutions : 

2. Resolved , That to establish a Representative Fund, an as- 
sessment be and is hereby made upon each and every Grand 
Chapter under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter, of 
the sum of $50, said sum to be paid to the General Grand Secre- 
tary on or before the first day of August, 1853 ; and that a like 
assessment be made at each and eyery meeting, whether triennial 
or special, of this General Grand Chapter, of an assessment suffi- 
cient to defray the mileage and per diem of representatives, as pro- 
vided for in resolution, No. 3, to the next meeting of the same. 

3. Resolved , That each and every Grand Chapter which shall 
be represented at any meeting of this General Grand Chapter 
shall be entitled to be paid, from the Representative Fund, three 
cents per mile, for each and every mile, from the residence of the 
delegate to the place of meeting, going and returning, (the distance 
to be computed by the nearest usually travelled route,) and $1 50 
per diem for each and every day which said delegate shall actually be 
in attendance on the General Grand Chapter: Provided , That no 
Grand Chapter shall be entitled to draw mileage and per diem for 
more than one delegate, at each and every meeting of this Grand 
Chapter. 

4. Resolved , That each and every elected officer of this General 
Grand Chapter shall be entitled, at each meeting of the same, to 
receive five cents per mile, going and returning, for every mile 
from his residence to the place of meeting, (the distance to be 
computed by the nearest usually travelled route,) and $2 per diem 
for every day which he shall acutually be present, and in perform- 
ance of his duties in the General Grand Chapter ; also, that all 
actunl expenses incurred by him in the performance of his official 
duties during the term of his office shall be refunded, his account 
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for the same having been presented to the General Grand Chapter 
at a regular meeting, and audited by the Committee on Finance : 

Provided , That all the sums contemplated to be paid by this reso- 
lution be paid from the General Fund of the General Grand Chap, 
ter, and not from the Representative Fund. 

Companion Stevenson, of North Carolina, from the Committee 
on the R. and S. M. degrees, reported verbally, that in the opinion 
of the committee, it is inexpedient for this General Grand Chapter 
to t^ke any action on the subject of forming a General Grand 
Council of R. and S. Masters; which report was adopted. 

Companion French, in behalf of the Committee on Finance, 
offered the following additional report, which was adopted: 

The committee, to which was referred the matter of compensa- 
tion to the Grand Officers, report, in addition to their former report, 
that there be allowed to Companion C. W,. Moore, in addition to 
what has been already allowed, twenty-five dollars, for the per- 
formance of his duties as Grand Secretary pro tern. 

Companion Lewis, Jr., of New York, offered the following re- 
solution, which was indefinitely postponed : 

Whereas, the 9th section of the 1st article of the Constitution 
of this General Grand Chapter forbids the conferring of any degree 
in Masonry not recognized as a constitutional degree, and doubts 
exist as to what are “ constitutional degrees,” as there referred to ; 
therefore, 

Resolved , That in the opinion of this General Grand Chapter, J 
those are constitutional Masonic degrees only which are conferred 
in regular Blue Lodges, Royal Arch Chapters, Encampments of 
Knights Templars, and the appendant Orders, Councils of Royal 
and Select Masters, and Supreme Councils of the “ Ancient and 
Accepted Rite,” and their inferior jurisdictions. 

Monday, September 16, 1850. 

The General Grand Chapter met agreeably to adjournment. 

The G. S. Secretary presented the returns, with the dues of 
Springfield Chapter, No. 1, of Springfield, Illinois, which were 
passed over to the General Grand Treasurer. 
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The General Grand Chapter was then adjourned to three o’clock, 
P. M., for the installation of officers. 

Monday, Sept. 1 6 — 3 P. M. 

The General Grand Chapter met according to adjournment. 

A procession was formed, and the General Grand Chapter pro- 
ceeded to the public lecture-room in the Masonic Temple, where 
it was welcomed in the most eloquent and appropriate manner by 
the Most Excellent and Rev. Benjamin Huntoon, Grand High 
Priest of the Grand Chapter of Massachusetts, to which the Most 
Excellent General Grand High Priest appropriately replied. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priell, Hon. Robert 
P. Dunlap, was duly installed by Most Excellent and Rev. Paul 
Dean, Past General Grand High Priest, after which the General 
Grand High Priest, proceeded to instal the other General Grand 
Officers elect. 

The Grand Chapter then returned to the hall, and was closed in 
ancient, and ample form, to meet at Lexington, in the State of 
Kentucky, on the second Tuesday in September, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three. 

B. B. FRENCH, 
General Grand Secretary . 
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CONSTITUTION OP THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL 
ARCH MASONS FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

As amended at the Triennial Meeting , begun and held in the City of Boston, 
on Tuesday , September 10, 1850, and the year of the Order , 2384. 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I. 

Of the General Grand Chapter . 

Section 1 . There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for the United States of America, which shall be 
holden triennially, on the second Tuesday in September, at such 
place as shall from time to time be designated for that purpose, and 
at which time the General Grand Officers shall be elected by ballot, 
and installed. 

Sec. 2. The General Grand Chapter shall have and maintain 
jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, and over Chapters in 
those States, Districts, Republics, or Territories, which recognize 
this jurisdiction, and where there is no Grand Chapter regularly 
established, agreeably to the provisions of this Constitution ; and 
shall have authority to suspend the proceedings of such State 
Grand Chapters, and such Chapters in States where there is no 
Grand Chapter, as may knowingly violate any of the provisions 
of this Constitution ; to settle all difficulties which may arise, and 
to give such advice and instruction as may seem most conducive to 
their peace, and to the advancement of the great cause of benevo- 
lence and virtue. 

Sec. 3. The officers of the General Grand Chapter shall con- 
sist of a General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High 
Priest, General Grand King, General Grand Scribe, General Grand 
Secretary, General Grand Treasurer, General Grand Chaplain, 
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and General Grand Marshal ; these, together with the Past Gene- 
ral Grand High Priest, Past Deputy General Grand High Priest, 
Past General Grand King, Past General Grand Scribe, the first 
four officers of every State Grand Chapter under this jurisdic- 
tion, or the proxies of the first four General Grand Officers, 
and of the first four officers of each State Grand Chapter afore- 
said, shall compose the General Grand Chapter : Provided , 
That any Chapter under this jurisdiction, in any State, District, 
or Territory, where there is no Grand Chapter duly established, 
shall have a right to appear by its first three officers, or any one or 
two of them ; which officers shall collectively have one vote : And 
provided , also , That all Past Grand High Priests of State Grand 
Chapters shall have a right to seats in this General Grand Chapter ; 
but said Past Grand High Priests shall have no vote, but only a 
consulting voice therein. 

Sec. 4. On all questions to be decided by the General Grand 
Chapter, each State Grand Chapter shall be entitled to four votes 
by its representative or representatives. 

The General Grand Officers when present, shall each have one 
vote. And no General Grand Officer shall be allowed to take a 
seat in the General Grand Chapter, as the representative of any 
State Grand Chapter— nor shall any member of the General 
Grand Chapter be permitted to vote as proxy, while the person 
giving the proxy is present — nor shall any person be admitted into 
the General Grand Chapter as the representative of more than one 
State Grand Chapter at one and the same time. 

Sec. 5. The General Grand High Priest and Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, shall have authority to call a meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter, whenever they may consider it expedient 
or necessary ; and it shall be their duty so to do, when properly 
requested by a majority of the State Grand Chapters, of which 
four months notice shall be given of the time and place of meeting. 

Sec. 6 . The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand 
High Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, 
shall severally have power and authority to grant Dispensations, for 
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a limited length of time, for new Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges 
of the appendant Orders, in any State, Country, Republic, or 
Territory, in which there is not a Grand Chapter regularly estab- 
lished, when, in their opinion, the good of the Craft may require 
the same ; which term of time shall in no case extend beyond the 
time of the next Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter; 
but no new Chapter shall be established in any State, Country, 
Republic, or Territory, where there is a Chapter, within a reason- 
able distance, under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter, 
without the approbation of the Chapter nearest to the place where 
said new Chapter is proposed to be located ; and in all cases of 
such Dispensation, ihe officer who may grant the same, shall im- 
mediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, and make 
report of the same at the next Triennial Meeting of this General 
Grand Chapter, when the General Grand Chapter may grant the 
said Chapter a Charter. 

Sec. 7. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter with 
subordinate degrees, shall be ninety dollars, and no more ; and no 
credit shall be given for Dispensations or Charters, or for conferring 
the degrees, in any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction. And 
every Chapter holden by Dispensation or Charter under this juris- 
diction, shall pay into the treasury of the General Grand Chapter, 
the sum of two dollars for each Companion therein exalted, until 
such time as a Grand Chapter shall’ be regularly established in the 
State, Country, Republic, or Territory in which such subordinate 
Chapter is located. The Secretary shall be paid by the petitioners 
ten dollars for his services in furnishing the Charter. 

The fees in the several States for conferring the several degrees 
of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent. Master, and Royal 
Arch Mason, shall not be less than twenty dollars ; and the fees 
for the advancement of a candidate to the degree of Mark Master 
in all Chapters and Lodges shall not be less than four dollars. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the General Grand High Priest, 
Deputy General Grand High Priest, General Grand King, and 
General Grand Scribe, to improve and perfect themselves in the 
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cellent Masters, and Royal Arch Masons ; to make themselves 
Masters of the several Masonic Lectures, and ancient charges, to 
consult with each other, and with the Grand, and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the several State Grand Chap- 
ters aforesaid, for the purpose of adopting measures suitable and 
proper for diffusing a knowledge of the said Lectures and Charges. 
And the better to accomplish this laudable object, the aforesaid of- 
ficers are hereby severally authorized and empowered to visit and 
preside in any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most 
Excellent Master, Mark, and Past Master Masons throughout the 
said States, and to give such instructions and directions as the good 
of the Fraternity may require ; always adhering to the ancient 
landmarks of the Order. 

Sec. 9. No Royal Arch Mason, within the jurisdiction of the 
General Grand Chapter, shall be permitted to confer any degree in 
Masonry, not recognized as a constitutional degree ; nor to estab- 
lish any society of Masons not recognized as a constitutional body ; 
and the first four officers of the General Grand Chapter, or any 
three of them, shall in all cases have authority to decide all con- 
stitutional questions under this section ; nor shall any Royal Arch 
Mason be permitted to give lectures, or instruction on the several 
degrees of Masonry, conferred by or under the authority of the 
General Grand Chapter, except he or they shall have been duly 
authorized by two of the State Grand Officers ; which authority 
shall be given under their hands and the seal of the State Grand 
Chapter, attested by their Grand Secretary. 

Sec. 10. In all cases of the absence of au officer from any body 
of Masons, instituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, the 
officer next in rank shall occupy bis place : unless through courtesy, 
or for other reasons he should decline in favor of another compan- 
ion or brother ; and in case of the absence of all the officers from 
any regular meeting of either of the bodies aforesaid, the members 
present shall designate some suitable companions or brethren to 
fill the several stations. 
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Sec. 11. In every Chapter and Lodge under this jurisdiction, 
all questions, (except the admission of members or candidates, 
which shall require an unanimous ballot,) shall be considered and 
determined in such way and manner, as such Chapters and 
Lodges, may all circumstances considered, find most conducive to 
their harmony and permanent prosperity : Provided , They do not in 
any case interfere with, or infringe on the regulations of the Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 12. The General Grand Secretary of the General Grand 
Chapter shall have and keep a seal, which shall be affixed to all 
his communications. 

Sec. 13. Should any casualty, at any time hereafter, prevent 
the triennial election of officers, the several officers shall retain their 
respective offices until successors are duly elected and qualified. 

ARTICLE II. 

Of /State Grand Chapters . 

Section 1. The State Grand Chapters shall severally consist of 
a Grand High Priest, Deputy Grand High Priest, Grand King, 
Grand Scribe, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Chap- 
lain, Grand Marshal ; and likewise, of the High Priests, Kings 
and Scribes, for the time being, of the several Chapters over which 
they shall respectively preside, and of the Past Grand and Deputy 
Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes, of the said Grand Chap- 
ters ; and the said Grand Chapters shall have full power and 
authority to elect such other officers, and to establish such rules 
and regulations, as they shall, from time to time, consider neces- 
sary and proper : Provided, such regulations do not in any way , 
interfere with the provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally be holden 
once in every year, and oftener if they may consider it expedient 
or necessary, at such time and place as they shall respectively 
direct ; and, at their annual meetings, the constitutional officers 
shall be elected, or appointed in such manner as shall bo provided 
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for by their rules and regulations, and installed into their respective 
offices ; and the Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, respectively, 
for the time being, may call special meetings, to be holden at such 
times and places as they may think proper. 

Sec. 3. The several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole 
government and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chap- 
ters, and Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, 
within their respective jurisdictions, to assign their limits, and 
to settle the controversies that may happen between them ; and 
shall have power, under their respective seals and the signs 
manual of their respective Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, 
Kings, and Scribes, attested by their respective Grand Secre- 
taries, to constitute new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, 
within their respective jurisdictions; but their jurisdictions shall in 
no case be construed to extend beyond the limits of the State, ex- 
cept by consent of the General Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 4. The Grand, and Deputy Grand High Priests, severally, 
shall have the power and authority, whenever they shall deem it 
expedient, during the recess of the Grand Chapter of which they 
are officers, to grant letters of Dispensation, under their respective 
hands and private seals, to a competent number of petitioners, 
possessing the qualifications required by the 7th Section of the 2d 
Arcticle of this Constitution, empowering them to open a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, for a certain specified term of time : Pro- 
vided, That the said term of time shall not extend beyond the 
next meeting of the Grand Chapter of the State in which such 
Dispensation shall be granted : And provided further , That the 
same fees as are required by this Constitution for Charters, shall 
be first deposited in the hands of the Grand Treasurer. And in all 
cases of such Dispensation, the officers who may grant the same, 
shall make report thereof at the next stated meeting of the Grand 
Chapter of his jurisdiction, when the said Grand Chapter may 
either continue or recall the said Dispensation, or may grant the 
petitioners a Charter of Constitution. And in case such Charter 
shall be granted, the fees first deposited shall be credited in pay- 
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meat for the same; but if a Charter should not be granted, nor 
the Dispensation continued, the said fees shall be refunded to the 
petitioners, excepting only such part thereof as shall have been 
actually expended by means of their application. 

Sec. 5. No Dispensation or Charter shall be granted for insti- 
tuting Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, or Mark Masters, indepen- 
dent of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

Sec. 6. The Grand Chapters shall have power, severally, to 
require from the several Chapters under their respective jurisdic- 
tions, such reasonable proportion of sums received by them for the 
exaltation or advancement of candidates, and such certain annual 
sums from their respective members, as by their ordinances or re- 
gulations shall be apppointed ; all which said sums or dues shall 
be made good and paid annually by the said Chapters, respec- 
tively, into the Treasury of the Grand Chapter under which they 
hold their authority, on or before the first day of the respective an- 
nual meetings of the several Grand Chapters. 

Sec. 7. No Dispensation or Charter for the institution of a new 
Chapter of Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the 
petition of nine regular Royal Arch Masons ; which petition shall 
be accompanied with a certificate from the Chapter nearest to the 
place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching 
for the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petitioners, 
and recommending that a Dispensation or Charter be granted them. 

Sec. 8. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand Chapters 
shall, severally, make an annual communication to each other, 
and also to the Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, contain- 
ing a list of Grand Officers, and all such other matters as may be 
deemed necessary for the mutual benefit and information of the 
said Grand Chapters. And the said Crand Secretaries shall also 
regularly transmit to the Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, 
a copy of all their By-Laws and regulations ; and also a copy of 
their proceedings, annually, to each of the officers of the General 
Grand Chapter ; and the State Grand Chapters shall see that their 
Secretaries faithfully and punctually perform this duty. 
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Sfcc. 9. Whenever there shall have been three Chapters regu- 
larly instituted and consecrated in any State, Country, Republic, 
or Territory, by virtue of authority derived from this Constitution, 
a Grand Chapter shall be established, so soon as convenience and 
propriety may dictate : Provided , that the approbation of one of 
the first four officers of the General Grand Chapter be first obtained. 
And said Grand Chapters, by their regular officers, shall assemble 
in some suitable place, elect their officers, and make such rules and 
regulations for their government as may be necessary— not incon- 
sistent with the regulations of the General Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 10. No-person shall be permitted to take a seat in any State 
Grand Chapter, as the representative of more than one Chapter or 
Lodge ; nor unless he is a member of a subordinate Chapter under 
that jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE III. 

Of the Subordinate Chapters and Lodges. 

Section 1. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons throughout 
this jurisdiction shall have a Dispensation, as is provided in sec- 
tion 6th, of the first article, or section 4th, of the second article of 
this Constitution, or a Charter from the General Grand Chapter, 
or from some Grand Chapter under the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter ; and no Chapter shall be deemed legal without 
such Dispensation or Charter ; and Masonic communication, both 
public and private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden, between 
any Chapter or Lodge, or any member of either of them, and any 
Chapter, Lodge, or assembly that may be so illegally formed, 
opened, or holden, without such Charter, or any or either of their 
members, or any person exalted or advanced in such illegal Chap- 
ter or Lodge. But nothing in this section shall be construed to 
affect any Chapter or Lodge which was established before the 
adoption of the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, at Hartford, on 
the 27th day of January, A. D., 1798. 

Sec. 2. Whenever a Charter is issued for instituting a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, with a power in said Charter to open and 


Digitized by Google 



hold Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, 
the High Priest, King, and Scribe, for the time being, of such 
Chapter, shall be the Master and’ Wardens in said Lodges, accord- 
ing to seniority. 

Sec. 3. It is incumbent on the High Priest of every Chapter, 
as appertaining to his office, duty and dignity, to see that the By- 
Laws of his Chapter, as well as the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, and the regulations of the Grand Chapter, be duly 
observed ; that all his subordinate officers perform the duties of 
their respective stations faithfully, and are examples of diligence 
and industry to their companions ; that true and exact records be 
kept of all the proceedings of the Chapter, by the Secretary ; that 
the Treasurer keep and render exact and just accounts of all the 
moneys belonging to the Chapter ; that regular returns be made 
by the Secretary annually to the Grand Chapter, of all admission 
of candidates or members ; and that the annual dues to the Grand 
Chapter be regularly and punctually paid. The Charter of his 
Chapter is committed to his special care and charge. He has the 
right and authority of calling his Chapter at pleasure, upon any 
emergency or occurrence which in his judgment may require their 
meeting, and he is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise 
his duty, together with his King and Scribe, to attend the regular 
and special meetings of the Grand Chapter, either in person or by 
proxy. 

Sec. 4. All Lodges of Mark Master Masons are bound to ob- 
serve the preceding article, so far as it can be applied to the gov- 
ernment of a Lodge. 

Sec. 5. No person having been a member of a Chapter or 
Lodge shall be admitted a member of any other Chapter or Lodge, 
under this jurisdiction, until he shall have produced a certificate 
from the Chapter or Lodge to which he last belonged, that he was 
in regular standing, and as such at his own request, is dismissed 
and recommended. 

Sec. 6 . That any worthy companion, from without the juris- 
diction of the United States, who may present himself as a Royal 
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Arch Mason, and produce satisfactory evidence of his having re- 
ceived that degree, that each and every Chapter under the juris- 
diction of this General Grand Chapter have liberty, and they are 
hereby authorized, to confer the degrees of Mark Master, Past 
Master, and Most Excellent Master, on such companions, (who . 
have not heretofore received them,) to the end that they may be 
healed and thereby become regular Royal Arch Masons, free of 
charge. 

Sec. 7. That the Subordinate Chapter so conferring said de- 
grees, shall be exempt from paying any dues therefor. 

ARTICLE IV. 

Of Constituting New Chapters . 

Section 1. When a Charter of Constitution is granted by the 
General Grand Chapter, or by any State Grand Chapter, for con- 
stituting a new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, the Grand Offi- 
cers, respectively, shall appoint a day and hour for constituting the 
same, and installing the new officers. On the day and hour ap- 
pointed, the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priestf or the presiding 
officer for the time being, with his officers, meet in a convenient 
room, near to the place where the new Chapter is to be constituted. 
The officers of the new Chapter are to be examined by the Depu- 
ty Grand High Priest, or some companion appointed for that pur- 
pose ; after they are approved, they are to return to the Hall, and 
prepare for the reception of the Grand Chapter. When notice is 
given by the Grand Marshal that they are prepared, the Grand 
Chapter walks in procession to the Hall, when the Officers ap- 
pointed for the new Chapter resign their seats to the Grand Officers, 
and take their several stations on the left ; the necessary cautions 
are then given from the chair, and the ceremony commences by 
performing an Anthem or Ode adapted to the occasion. The Of- 
ficers and members of the new Chapter then form in front of 
the Grand High Priest. 
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The Deputy Grand High Priest then informs the Grand High 
Priest, that “ A number of Companions, duly instructed in the 
sublime mysteries, being desirous of promoting the honor of the 
Art, have applied to the Grand Chapter for a Charter to constitute 
a new Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, which having obtained, they 
are now assembled for the purpose of being constituted, and having 
their Officers installed in due and ancient form.” 

The Grand High Priest then directs the Grand Secretary to read 
the Charter, which being done, he asks the members of the new 
Chapter if they still approve of the Officers elect ; this being signi- 
fied accordingly, the Grand High Priest rises and says, 

By virtue of the high powers in me vested, I do form you, 
my worthy Companions, into a regular Chapter of Royal Arch 
Masons; from henceforth you are authorized and empowered to 
open and hold a Lodge of Mark Masters, Past Masters, and Most 
Excellent Masters, and a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons ; and to 
do and perform all such things as thereunto may appertain ; con- 
forming in all your doings to the General Grand Royal Arch Con- 
stitution, and the general regulations of the State Grand Chapter ; 
and may the G#d of your Fathers be with you, guide and direct 
you in all your doings.” 


Grand Honors . 

The Furniture, Jewels, Implements, Utensils, &c., belonging 
to the Chapter, (having previously been placed in due form, 
covered, in the centre,) are then uncovered, and the new Chapter 
is dedicated, in ancient manner and form, as is well described in 
the Most Excellent Master’s degree. The Deputy Grand High 
Priest then presents the first Officer of the new Chapter to the 
Grand High Priest, saying, 

“ Most Excellent Grand High Priest , 

“ I present you my worthy Companion to be in- 

stalled High Priest of this new Chapter ; I find him to be skilful 
in the Royal Art, and attentive to the moral precepts of our Fore- 
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fathers, and therefore have no doubt but he will discharge the 
duties of his office with fidelity/’ 

“ Excellent Companion, 

“ I feel much satisfaction in performing my duty on the present 
occasion, by installing you into the office of High Priest of this 
new Chapter. It is an office highly honorable to all those who 
diligently perform the important duties annexed to it ; your re- 
puted Masonic knowledge, however, precludes the necessity of a 
particular enumeration of those duties ; I shall therefore only ob- 
serve, that by a frequent recurrence to the Constitution, and gen- 
eral regulations, and a constant practice of the several sublime 
Lectures and Charges, you will be best able to fulfil them ; and I 
am confident, that the companions who are chosen to preside with 
you, will give strength to your endeavors, and support your exer- 
tions. I shall now propose certain questions to you relative to the 
duties of your office, and to which I must request your unequivo- 
cal answer. 

“ 1. Do you solemnly promise that you will redouble your en- 
deavors to correct the vices, purify the morals, and promote the 
happiness of those of your brethren who have attained this sub- 
lime degree? 

2. That you will never suffer your Chapter to be opened unless 
there be present nine regular Royal Arch Masons ? 

3. That you will never suffer either more or less than three 
brethren to be exalted in your Chapter at one and the same time ? 

4. That you will not exalt any one to this degree, who has not 
shown a charitable and humane disposition ; or who has not made 
a considerable proficiency in the foregoing degrees? 

5. That you will promote the general good of our order, and 
on all proper occasions be ready to give and receive instructions, 
and particularly from the General and State Grand Officers ? 

6. That to the utmost of your power you will preserve the so- 
lemnities of our ceremonies, and behave, in open Chapter, with 
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the most profound respect and reverence, as an example to your 
Companions ? 

7. That you will not acknowledge, or have intercourse with, 
any Chapter that does not work under a constitutional Charter or 
Dispensation ? 

8. That you will not admit any visiter into your Chapter who 
has not been exalted in a Chapter legally constituted, without his 
being first formally healed ? 

9. That you will observe and support such By-Laws as may be 
made by your Chapter, in conformity to the General Grand Royal 
Arch Constitution, and the general regulations of the Grand 
Chapter? 

10. That you will pay due respect and obedience to the in- 
structions of the General and State Grand Officers, particularly 
relating to the several Lectures and Charges, and will resign the 
Chair to them, severally, when they may visit your Chapter? 

11. That you will support and observe the General Grand Roy- 
al Arch Constitution, and the General Regulations of the Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter under whose authority you act? 

Do you submit to all these things, and do you promise to ob- 
serve and practise them faithfully ? 

These questions being answered in the affirmative, the com- 
panions all kneel in due form, and the Grand High Priest or 
Grand Chaplain, repeats the following, or some other suitable 
prayer : 

Most Holy and Glorious Lord, God, the Great High Priest of 
Heaven and Earth, 

We approach Thee with reverence, and implore thy blessing on 
the companion appointed to preside over this new assembly, and 
now prostrate before Thee ; fill his heart with thy fear, that his 
tongue and actions may pronounce thy glory. Make him stead- 
fast in thy service ; grant him firmness of mind ; animate his 
heart, and strengthen his endeavors ; may he teach thy judgments 
and thy law ; and may the incense he shall put before thee, upon 
thine altar prove an acceptable sacrifice unto thee. Bless him, 0 
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Lord, and bless (he work of his hands. Accept us in mercy ; 
hear Thou from Heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive our 
transgressions. 

“ Glory be to God the Father ; as it was in the beginning, &c.” 
Response, “ So mote it be.” 

All the companions, except High Priests and Past High Priests, 
are then desired to withdraw, while the new High Priest is sol- 
emnly bound to the performance of his duties ; and after the per- 
formance of other necessary ceremonies, not proper to be written, 
they are permitted to return. 

The Grand High Priest then addresses the new High Priest as 
follows : 

Excellent Companion , 

“ In consequence of your cheerful acquiescence with the char- 
ges and regulations just recited, I now declare you duly installed 
and anointed High Priest of this new Chapter ; not doubting your 
determination to support the reputation and honor of our sublime 
Order. I now cheerfully deliver unto you the Charter under 
which you %re to work ; and I doubt not you will govern with 
such good order and regularity, as will convince your companions 
that their partiality has not been improperly placed.” 

The Grand High Priest then clothes and invests the new High 
Priest with the various implements and insignia of the Order, 
with suitable Charges to each of them. 

The Grand High Priest then instals the several subordinate Of- 
ficers in turn ; and points out to them the duties appertaining to 
their respective Offices ; after which he pronounces a suitable 
address to the new Chapter, and closes the ceremony, with the 
following benediction : 

“ The Lord be with you all ; let brotherly love continue ; be 
not forgetful to entertain strangers. Now the God of Peace, our 
supreme High Priest, make you perfect to do his will. 

cC Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, and good will 
to men. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, &c.” 
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Sec. 2. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the General 
Grand Officers, or the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, re- 
spectively, to attend in person, to constitute a new Chapter, and 
instal the officers, they shall, severally, have power and authority 
to appoint some worthy High Priest, or Past High Priest, to per- 
form the necessary ceremonies. 

Sec. 3. The Officers of every Chapter and Lodge under this 
jurisdiction, before they enter upon the exercise of their respective 
Offices, and also the members of all such Chapters and Lodges, 
and every candidate upon his admission into the same, shall take 
the following obligation, viz : “ I, A. B., do promise and swear, 
that I will support and maintain the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, for the United States of 
America.” 

Sec. 4. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any 
regular stated meeting of the General Grand Chapter, with the 
approbation of two-thirds of the voters present, and not otherwise. 

I hereby certify , that the foregoing is a true copy of the Consti- 
tution of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch JVlasons for 
the United States of America. 

In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal of the General Grand 
Chapter to be hereunto affixed. 

Dated at the city of Washington, this 26th day of September, 
1850, and the year of the Order, 2384. 

B. B. FRENCH, 

L. S. G. G . Secretary . 


FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF 
ROTAL ARCH MASONS FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

The triennial session of the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons for the United States, was held at the Masonic Hall, 
in the city of Lexington, in the State of Kentucky, on Tuesday, 
the 13th day of September, A. D. 1853. 
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PRESENT i 

The M. E. Robert P. Dunlap, 

“ Willis Stewart, 

u Charles Gilman, as 

“ Benj. B. French, - 

u Edward A. Raymond, - 

“ Rev. Wm. H. Forsyth, as 

“ Nathan B. Haswell, 

E. Companion D. D. Richardson, as 


G. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. G. KING. 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

G. G. SECRETARY. 
G. G. TREASURER. 
G. G. CHAPLAIN. 

G. G. MARSHAL. 

G. G. TYLER. 


The General Grand Chapter was opened by the M. E. General 
Grand High Priest, and after prayer by the M. E. and Rev. 
General Grand Chaplain, the usual proclamation was made by 
the General Grand Marshal. 

The General Grand High Priest then addressed the General 
Grand Chapter in some appropriate remarks, in which he alluded, 
in a most feeling and eloquent manner, to the death of M. E. 
Joseph K. Stapleton, Deputy General Grand High Priest. 

The General Grand High Priest appointed a Committee on 
Credentials. 

The General Grand Secretary made the following report, which 
was read and referred to a select committee. 


General Grand Secretary's Report : 

In compliance with the following resolution of the General 
Grand Chapter, adopted in 1841, viz : 

“ Resolved , That the General Grand Secretary be directed to 
prepare and present, on the first day of each triennial session here- 
after, a digest of the communications received by him requiring 
the action of this General Grand Chapter,” I have the honor to 
report as follows : 

In accordance with the order of the General Grand Chapter of 
September 12, 1850, 1 Issued a charter to Newark Chapter, No. 2, 
Newark, New Jersey. 

On the 23d of November, I received from the Deputy General 
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Grand High Priest. M. E. Joseph K. Stapleton, a letter from Ira 
Merchant, High Priest of Newark Chapter, to him, stating the 
loss of the Charter of said Chapter, which letter was endorsed by 
Companion Stapleton, advising the issuing of a Dispensation 
enabling the Chapter to continue its work ; which Dispensation r 
was issued by the General Grand High Priest. 

As no notice has ever reached me that the Charter has been 
found, some action of the General Grand Chapter will be neces 
sary at this session to enable said Chapter to proceed legally with 
its work. The letter of Companion Merchant accompanies this 
communication. 

I received a letter from John L. Lewis, jr., Grand High Priest 
of the Grand Chapter of New York, dated July 7, 1853, stating 
an application of Hiram Chapter, No. 4, of New Jersey, then 
under the jurisdiction of the Grand Chapter of New York, “ pray* < 

ing to be acknowledged and taken under the special care and di- i 

rection of the General Grand Chapter,” which application the 
Grand Chapter of New York referred to the Grand Council, with 
power to act finally. The Grand Council granted permission to 
Hiram Chapter to transfer its allegiance to this General Grand 
Chapter, and to make their returns to it. 

No communication has been received by me from Hiram Chap- 
ter, and its position is of such an anomalous character as to require 
some action of this Grand Body in relation to it. 

In the same letter. Companion Lewis mentions to me, “ as a 
matter of general interest,” a custom of the Chapters in Canada, 
of exalting Master Masons from the jurisdiction of the United 
States, for little over one-third the sum charged in the United 
States, and he accompanies his letter with a copy of a letter from 
the Provincial Grand Master at Quebec on the subject. Com- 
panion Lewis’s letter and the copy accompany this report. 

On the 18th of July, 1851, 1 received from the officers of An- 
cient Chapter, No. I, in the City of New York, a formal state- 
ment of what they deem their grievances, in consequence of the 
action of the Grand Chapter of New York, in relation to Orient 
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Chapter, in which they make an appeal to this General Grand 
Chapter. All the papers relating to this unfortunate difficulty are 
herewith submitted. 

I have also received a memorial from Weston Royal Arch 
Chapter, No. 4, of Missouri, and under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Chapter of that State, stating “ that there appears confu- 
sion in our order by the introduction of various colors, inasmuch 
as Royal Arch Masons appear amongst us in black regalia, claim- 
ing the privilege as having the Council Degrees, which said de- 
grees, if at all belonging to the Order, are subordinate,” &c., and 
asking this General Grand Body to u designate the legitimate color 
of the Order.” 

This memorial bears date.July 18, 1853, and is herewith sub- 
mitted. 

It will be seen by reference to the published proceedings of the 
last triennial meeting of this General Grand Chapter, in the report 
of our Most Excellent Companion Charles Gilman, then General 
Grand Secretary, written at San Francisco, California, that our 
late Most Excellent Deputy General Grand High Priest, J. K. 
Stapleton, issued a dispensation, authorizing the establishing of 
San Francisco Royal Arch Chapter. And it will be remembered 
by many then present, that Companion Stapleton particularly re- 
quested that the charter to that Chapter might bear date prior to the 
election of officers, so that Companion Gilman could sign it as 
General Grand Secretary. The papers being all regular, and on 
file, I issued the charter on the 13th day of September, 1850, and 
sent it by mail to Companion Gilman. 

On my return to Washington, upon preparing the journal of the 
General Grand Chapter for the press, I found no mention of any 
dispensation to “ San Francisco Chapter,” but did find that 
Companion Stapleton had reported a dispensation issued by him 
to u El Dorado Chapter , California ,” and, upon further exami- 
nation, I found a dispensation issued by him to “ Friendship 
Chapter , El Dorado , Arkansas ,” upon which the Committee on 
Dispensations recommended that a charter should issue upon cer- 
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tain conditions being complied with. They were complied with, 
and a charter was issued December 11, 1850. 

There being no mention of San Francisco Chapter in the pro- 
ceedings, but a charter having been issued by special order of the 
Deput}' General Grand High Priest, I did all in my power to cure < 
the defect of the record, by stating all the facts in a note appended 
to page 59 of the printed proceedings. There can be no question 
that the charter was properly issued ; but, in consequence of the 
confounding of the Arkansas Chapter with the California Chapter, 
the record was not perfected. 

I have thought it proper to bring the matter before this General 
Grand Body, that if any further action is deemed necessary in the 
premises, it may take place. 

I will mention, as one subject that has met with almost univer- 
sal attention — that of the Royal and Select Master’s degrees, and , 
the Grand Chapter of Maryland, of which I have the honor to be 
Grand High Priest, has given special instructions to its representa- 
tive or representatives in this General Grand Chapter, to urge some 
definite action here upon that subject. 

The legitimate powers and duties of a Council of High Priests 
is another matter of importance which has been considerably dis- 
cussed, and the discussion has arisen from the action of the Grand 
Chapter of Maryland upon that subject. It is also one which has 
been placed specially in charge of the representative of that Grand 
Chapter. i 

I have caused all the reports received from the several Grand 
Chapters for 1850, 1851, and 1852, to be bound in volumes, and 
they are here, and may be referred to by any of the Companions 
who may desire so to do. 

Several of the State Grand Chapters, it is proper to say, have 
failed to furnish me with their printed reports. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

B. B. FRENCH, 
General Grand Secretary. 

Lexington, Kentucky , Sept . 13, 1853. 
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On motion of Companion Swigert, 

Resolved , That all Royal Arch Masons in good standing be ad- 
mitted as visiters during the present meeting. 

The General Grand Chapter was then called off until half-past 
four o’clock, P. M. 

Tuesday, Sept . 13 — Afternoon. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the Most 
Excellent General Grand High Priest, at 4^ o’clock. 

Companion Tucker, from the Committee on Credentials, made 
the following report, which was accepted : 

The Committee on Credentials having examined all the docu- 
ments presented to them, report the following Companions as enti- 
tled to seats, as members of the General Grand Chapter at the 
psesent meeting, viz. : 

From Alabama . 


A. P. Pfister, proxy for - 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

From Connecticut. 


Cyrus Goodell, 

Asa Smith, proxy for - 

E. G. Storer,j proxy for - 

David Clarke, 

W. H. Ellis, - ... 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. K. 

G. SCRIBE. 

P. G. H. PRIEST. 

From Illinois. 


Levi Lusk, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

From Indiana: 


Isaac Bartlett, 

H. C. Lawrence, proxy for 

James Elliott, proxy for - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. PI. & G« S. 

G. KING. 

From Kentucky . 

Philip Swigert, proxy for g. h. priest & d. g. 
Isaac Cunningham, proxy for - 
J. L. Allen, proxy for 

30 

H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 
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From Maine . 

• 

A. B. Thompson, 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

From Maryland. 


Charles Gilman, proxy for 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

From Massachusetts. 


Stephen Lovell, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

Frorh Mississippi. 


A. V. Rowe, 

W. R. Lackey, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

From Missouri. 


Thornton Grimsley, - 

J. Foster, proxy for .... 

A. O’Sullivan, 

G. H. C. Melody, proxy for - 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

G. SCRIBE. 

From Michigan . 


M. Shoemaker, 

Ezra Platt, 

G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

From New York. 


J. L. Lewis, 

T. C. Edwards, proxy for 

G. H. PRIEST. 

G. KING. 

From New Hampshire . 


C. W. Moore, proxy for - 

G. KING. 

From Ohio. 


J. B. Brown, 

G. H. PRIEST. 


B. F. Martin, proxy for - 

- 

- 

• - 

D. G. H. PRIEST. 

W\ B. Dodds, proxy for - 

- 

- 

- 

G. KING. 

A. C. Davis , proxy for 

- 

- 

- 

G. SCRIBE. 
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From Rhode Island . 


J. A. D. Joslin, proxy for - - - - g. h. priest. 

William Field, proxy for - g. king. 

S. W. Robinson, proxy for - - - d. g. h. priest* 

From South Carolina . 

A. G. Mackey, d. g. h. priest. 

From Texas. 

James W. Hall , proxy for - - - - o. scribe. 

From Vermont. 

P. C. Tucker, g. h. priest, and proxy for d. g. h. priest, and 

SCRIBE. 

Companion French offered the following proposition of amend- 
ment to the General Grand Constitution, which was read, and laid 
on the table, viz : 

Article I, section 3. Insert after the word Scribe, in the 8th line, 
the words “ Past General Grand Secretaries and Treasurers.” 

Same article, section 4, strike out 66 And no General Grand 
Officer shall be allowed to take a seat in the General Grand Chap- 
ter as the representative of any State Grand Chapter.” 

Add to the same article, “ And no Companion shall be admitted 
as 6 a proxy’ for any other Companion who is not a resident within 
the jurisdiction of the Chapter which he represents as such proxy . * y 
Provided , That this amendment shall not go into effect until the 
next meeting of this General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter was then called off until 6 o’clock 
A. M., to-morrow. 

Wednesday, September, 14, 1853. 
The General Grand Chapter met, and was called to labor by the 
Most Excellent General Grand High Priest. 

The Standing Committees were appointed. 

The General Grand High Priest laid before the Grand Chapter 
the following letter from Simon Greenleaf, Esq., viz. : 
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Cambridge, June 24, 1852. 

Hon. R. P. Dunlap, General Grand High Priest of the 

General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

Dear Sir and Companion : 

You are already aware that during the war of the Revolution 
there was a Lodge of Free Masons in the main army, called 
Washington Lodge, of which my father, the late Captain Moses 
Greenleaf, of the eleventh Massachusetts regiment, was Master. I 
have often heard him mention the visits of the Commander-in- 
Chief to this Lodge, and the high gratification they afforded to the 
officers and members, especially as he came without ceremony, as 
a private brother. It has occurred to me that the records of this 
Lodge may still be in existence, and that if so, they ought to be 
recovered and deposited for safe-keeping in the archives of the 
Craft. Permit me, therefore, to invite your attention to this sub- 
ject, as I know of no member of the Fraternity whose position 
affords equal facilities for the accomplishment of this desirable 
object. 

Believe me, dear sir, with great regard, faithfully yours, 

SIMON GREENLEAF. 

Which being read, was referred to a committee, consisting of 

Companion French, of District of Columbia ; Companion 
Moore, of Massachusetts ; Companion Lewis, of New York.* 

The General Grand King presented the petition of Companions 
J. W. Morris and others, residing in the State of New Jersey, re- 
commended by the Grand Chapter of New York, praying for a 
dispensation to form a new Chapter at Eaton Town, in that State ; 
the reading of which being dispensed with, the same was referred 
to the Committee on Chapters and Dispensations. 

The proposed amendments to the Constitution, submitted yes- 
terday by Companion French, of the District of Columbia, and 
laid upon the table, were taken up, and referred, 

• Companion Greenleaf died before any action by the committee could take plaoe, 
and the matter dropped. 


Digitized by 


Google 



237 


Companion Gilman, of Maryland, from the committee to which 
was referred the report of the General Grand Secretary ? made the 
following report : 

The committee to whom was referred the communication of the 
General Grand Secretary, ask leave to 

REPORT: 

That they recommend that so much of said report as has re- 
ference to Newark Chapter, No. 2, Newark, Ne\y Jersey, of Hiram 
Chapter, in the same State, and of San Francisco Chapter, Cali- 
fornia, be referred to the Standing Committee on Dispensations 
and New Chapters. 

That so much thereof as has reference to the memorial from 
Weston Chapter, No. 4, Missouri, not being in the opinion of your 
committee, a subject-matter for the consideration of this body, be 
dismissed without further consideration. 

That so much thereof as has reference to the reported customs 
in Canada, and the correspondence growing out of the same, be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

That so much thereof as has reference to the appeal of Ancient 
Chapter, No. 1, New York, be referred to the Committee on Grie- 
vances. 

That so much thereof as has reference to the Royal and Select 
Masters’ Degrees, be referred to a Select Committee of Five. 

And that so much thereof as has reference to Councils of High 
Priests, be referred to a Select Committee of Five High Priests, or 
Past High Priests. Which report was concurred in. 

Comp. Lewis, of New York, submitted the following resolu- 
tions from the Grand Chapter of New York : 

Resolved , That this Grand Chapter recommend the adoption by 
the General Grand Chapter of the resolution proposed by a com- 
mittee of that body at its last session, (that of 1850,) on the sub- 
ject of establishing a representative fund. 

2. Resolved , That' we do not believe that Chapters have a right 
to confer the degrees upon Master Masons who have lost an arm, 
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Or who are under any disability either to receive the degrees in 
Masonry, impart them, or be recognized as a regular^ made Com- 
panion. 

3. Resolved, That Chapters have not exclusive jurisdiction over 
the Past Master’s Degree ; and that when the same is conferred on 
Masters elect by a Past Master, according to ancient usage, it is not 
unmasonic and clandestine . 

4. Resolved , That a High Priest may be installed, and enter 
upon the duties of his office before receiving the degree of High 
Priesthood. 

5. Resolved , That the representatives to this Grand Chapter, to 
the General Grand Chapter of the United States, be, and they are 
hereby directed to present to that body, for consideration and defin- 
ite action, at its meeting in September next, the several matters 
and resolutions contained in this report — requesting the said General 
Grand Chapter not to delay the settlement of the same any longer. 

Which being read. 

On motion, the same were referred to the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence. 

The Most Excellent General Grand King submitted a report of 
his doings since the last meeting ; which being read, was referred 
to the Committee on the Doings of the General Grand Officers. 
It is as follows : 


REPORT. 

The undersigned respectfully begs leave to report that, immedi- 
diately after the close of the session of the General Grand Chapter 
in 1850, that he granted authority to the several chartered Chap- 
ters in Texas to form a Grand Chapter for that State. And in 
January, 1851, he granted authority to Far West Chapter, No. 1, 
at Fayetteville ; Union Chapter, No. 2, Little Rock ; and Friend- 
ship Chapter, No. 3, at El Dorado, to form a Grand Chapter for 
the State of Arkansas, and has been informed that Grand Chap- 
ters have been organized in those States. 

In October, 1850, the undersigned enclosed to Companion 
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General Grand Treasurer the sum of $36, being the amount which 
he received from Shawneetown Chapter, in the State of Illinois, 
for eighteen exaltations previous to the formation of a Grand Chap- 
ter for that State ; and it is the only money which he has received 
on account of this General Grand Chapter since September, 1850. 

The undersigned tenders his acknowledgments to those officers 
who kindly furnished him with the proceedings of their respective 
Grand Chapters, a careful examination of which furnish evidence 
of general prosperity and peace throughout the wide-spread juris- 
diction of this General Grand Chapter. In those portions of it 
where anti-masonry a few years since seemed likely to have swept 
our time-honored Institution out of existence, those who have re- 
mained true and faithful have rekindled the fires upon their altars, 
and they burn brightly as of old. Thrice honored be those illus- 
trious worthies who stood firm and unshaken in those days of trial 
and persecution. 

WILLIS STEWART, 

G. G. K. G. G. C. U. S. 

Comp. Brown, of Ohio, submitted the following resolution, 
which was read, viz : 

Resolved , That the four first officers of this General Grand Body 
be requested to cause the work of Royal Arch Masonry, as sanc- 
tioned by the General Grand Chapter at its last triennial meeting, 
to be exemplified during the present meeting. 

Comp. Mackey, of South Carolina, proposed to add, “ And 
when exemplified, that the same be open for discussion •” which 
amendment was disagreed to, and the resolution adopted. 

Comp. Lewis, of New York, submitted the following resolution, 
which was read and adopted, viz : 

u Resolved, That the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence be 
respectfully requested to inquire and report, whether, in their opin- 
ion, a Grand High Priest possesses, and may exercise any powers 
or prerogatives, as such, by prescription, custom, or otherwise, 
except those which are expressly given him in the Constitutions, 
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General Regulations, or other written authority of the Grand Chap- 
ter, over which he presides, or of the General Grand Chapter.”' 

Companions General Grand Secretary and General Grand Trea- 
surer, submitted their accounts, which were severally referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

On motion of Companion Lovell, of Massachusetts, a Com- 
mittee on Work was appointed, consisting of — 

Companion Gould, of Georgia ; Companion Lovell, of Massa- 
chusetts ; Companion Mackey, of South Carolina ; Companion 
Gilman, of Maryland ; Companion Lewis, of New York ; Com- 
panion Brown, of Ohio ; Companion Bartlett, of Indiana ; Com- 
panion Clark, of Connecticut ; Companion Foster, of Missouri. 

The General Grand Chapter was then called from labor until 2 
o’clock, P. M. 

September 14, 1853 — 2 o'clock , P. M. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor. 

Companion Tucker, of Vermont, from the Committee on Cre- 
dentials, made a further report, 

That they have examined the credentials of Most Excellent 
William T. Gould, as Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 
Georgia, and Philip T. Schley, as Deputy Grand High Priest, 
and Thomas Ward, Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter 
of Kentucky, and report them as entitled to seats in this General 
Grand Chapter. 

Companion General Grand Secretary submitted documents from 
Ancient Chapter, No. 1, New York, and from Companion Jenk- 
inson, a member of that Chapter ; which, on motion, were refer- 
red to the Committee on Grievances. 

Companion Rowe, from Mississippi, presented resolutions of the 
Grand Chapter of Mississippi, which were referred to the Commit- 
tee on R. and S. Degrees. 

Companion Storer, from Connecticut ; Companion Tucker, 
from Vermont ; Companion Gould, from Georgia ; Companion 
Lusk, of Illinois, 

Severally presented resolutions adopted by their respective Grand 
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Chapters, which being read, were referred to the Committee on 
Unfinished Business. 

Companion Gilman presented resolutions of the Grand Chap- 
ter of Maryland, which were read and referred to the committees to 
which they appropriately belong. 

Companion Gilman presented certain resolutions of San Fran- 
cisco Chapter, California, which being read, were referred to the 
Committee on Unfinished Business. 

On motion of Companion Lewis, of New York, the committee 
to which was referred resolutions from the Grand Chapter of New 
York, this morning, was discharged from the first of said resolu- 
tions, and it was referred to the Committee on Unfinished Business. 

Companion Mackey, from South Carolina, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which being read, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Royal and Select Masters Degrees : 

Whereas, the members of this General Grand Chapter have re- 
ceived the degrees of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Master, and 
the Holy Royal Arch only, and in that order, in the several Chap- 
ters in which they were exalted, and have not, as Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, been instructed in any other, and intermediate degrees : 
therefore, 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter will not sanction 
the conferring of any other than the above degrees in the Chap- 
ters working under its jurisdiction. 

Companion Tucker, of Vermont, from the Committee on 
Credentials, made a further report, which being read, was con- 
curred in, viz. : 

The Committee on Credentials would ask leave to make a fur- 
ther report : 

They have examined the credentials of Excellent Companion 
H. W. Heath, (frand King of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, 
and of Excellent Companion Charles Kopperl, Deputy Grand 
High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Mississippi, and as proxy for 
Luther Goble, High Priest of Union Royal Arch Chapter of New 

31 
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•Chapter. 

Companion General Grand Secretary presented the dispensation 
issued by the General Grand High Priest, in consequence of the 
loss of their Charter by Newark Chapter, which was referred to 
the Committee on Chapters and Dispensations. 

Companion Lewis, of New York, submitted a communication 
from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada ; so much of which 
as relates to Royal Arch Masonry, (on motion of Companion 
Tucker, of Vermont,) was ordered to be printed, and is as follows : 

Quebec, Canada, June 13, 1853. 

Your communication relating to Royal Arch matters, dated the 
1st instant, I duly received, and would have replied to it before, 
but as the parties of whom you with such good reason complain 
are not within my jurisdiction, I delayed until I could transfer 
your letter to the P. G. Superintendent of Montreal, {the Hon , 
William Badgley ,) now in this city, but busily occupied by Par- 
liamentary duties. I saw him yesterday, and he at once declared 
that he would suspend the parties from their Masonic privileges. 
Have the goodness, therefore, to address any future information 
relating to the business directed to him at Montreal . 

In the meantime you have my authority for proclaiming all 
Companions professing to hold Royal Arch Chapters in Lower, or 
Canada East as irregular, and their proceedings illegal, such bodies 
being clandestine , with the following exceptions, viz. : 

Quebec. — St. John’s R. A. Chapter, No. 214, reg. of England. 

Montreal . — St. Paul’s “ No. 514, “ 

Victoria “ No. 643, “ 

St. George’s “ No. 731,* “ 

Individually, some of the brethren on the frontier at Caldwell’s 
Manor, &c., may have been exalted under charters that have ex- 
pired many years ago ; but of this you will of course demand 
strict and undoubted proof, should any offer themselves as visiters. 
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As to Encampments, there certainly is not at present) nor do I 
think there ever has been, a legally constituted one , in Canada, 
east or west. You will therefore be justified in causing your En- 
campments to decline recognition of any so called Knights hailing 
from spurious bodies ; and also of any companions of recent ex- 
altation, unless they hail from the Chapters quoted. 

English Royal Arch Chapters are governed by the following 
regulations as regards exaltations : 

1. No restriction as to the number who may be exalted at one 
meeting. 

2. Candidate must be duly proposed, approved, and ballotted 
for ; he shall not be exalted if more than two negatives. 

3. Candidate shall not be exalted unless a Master Mason of 
twelve months standing, of which fact satisfactory proof shall be 
given. 

4. No person can be exalted under any pretence for a less 
sum than three guineas sterling , say 16 to 20 dollars, according to 
By-Laws of Chapter. 

5. Register fee, and for certificate, must be transmitted to Grand 
Chapter of England. 

6. Chapters liable to erasure (after notice) for not meeting for 
two years. 

Neglect of making returns. 

Neglect in registering names of all Companions exalted 
and of joining members. 

7. Returns to embrace name, age, profession, date of exaltation, 
No. of the Lodge candidates belong to, and fees. 

Names &c., of joining members, and of their mother 
Chapter. 

Same fees to be paid for foreign Companions joining as 
for newly exalted Companions. 

The foregoing is a synopsis, but you will understand it. 

In conclusion, I beg to thank you for the very kind and cour- 
teous letter addressed by you, and assure you of the great regret I 
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entertain on account of the invasion of your authority, and the un- 
masonic and inexcusable irregularities of which you so justly com- 
plain, and of my readiness at ail times to co-operate with you for 
the purpose of still further cementing that cordial feeling you so 
fraternally urge. 

In conveying this assurance, I knmo that I am at the same time 
making known to you the feelings and sentiments of Companion 
and Brother Badgely, who is a very old and experienced member 
of our most glorious Order. 

Yours, very respectfully, 

T. DOUGLASS HARRINGTON, 

P . G. Sup't and P. G. M. 

M. E, Comp. Hon. J. L. Lewis, Jr., 

G. High Priest, fyc., G. R. A. O., New York. 

The Most Excellent General Grand High Priest appointed the 
following Companions the Committee on Unfinished Business : 

Companion Schley, of Georgia ; Storer, of Connecticut ; Heath, 
of Maryland ; Thompson, of Maine ; Grimsley, of Missouri. 

On motion of Oomanion Kopperl, 

Resolved , That the work in the several degrees, conferred in 
Chapters, be exemplified on Friday morning, at 9 o’clock. 

And then the General Grand Chapter was called from labor 
until 3 o’clock, to-morrow evening. 

Thursday, September , 15, 1853. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the Most 
Excellent General Grand High Priest. 

Companion Tucker, from the Committee on Credentials, made 
a further report : 

That Companion A. G. Hodges was entitled to a seat in this 
General Grand Chapter, as proxy for the Grand Scribe of the 
Grand Chapter of Kentucky, and that : 

Companion T. D. Merrick, Grand High Priest of the Grand 
Chapter of Arkansas, was present. 
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On motion of Companion Raymond, a committee to designate 
the next place of meeting was appointed, consisting of Com- 
panions Raymond, Hubbard, Lusk and Rowe. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the election of 
officers. 

The General Grand High Priest called Most Excellent Com- 
panion W. T. Gould, of Georgia, to the Chair, and Companions 
Moore, of Massachusetts, and Schley, of Georgia, were appointed 
tellers. 

The General Grand Officers were severally ballotted for, and the 
result, as reported hy the tellers, was as follows : 


M. E. Robert P. Dunlap, 

‘‘ Willis Stuart, 

“ Charles Gilman, 

“ Abner V. Rowe, 

“ B. B. French, 

“ Edw’d A. Raymond, 


G. G. H. PRIEST. 

D. G. G. H. PRIEST. 
G. G. KING. 

G. G. SCRIBE. 

G. O. SECRETARY. 
G. G. TREASURER. 


On motion of Companion Mackey, of South Carolina, the fur- 
ther election was postponed until the Committee on the Amend- 
ments of the Constitution should have time to report. 

A committee was appointed to take into consideration the ques- 
tion “ What are the degrees referred to as the ‘Constitutional 
Degrees,’ in the 9th section of article 1, in the General Grand 
Constitution?” consisting of Companions Swigert, Kopperl, Jos- 
lin, Elliot, and Merrick. 

And then the General Grand Chapter was called off until to- 
morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


Friday, September 16, 1853. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the General 
Grand High Priest. 

Companion Tucker, from the committee appointed at the last 
triennial meeting, to consider the resolution relative to maimed 
candidates, made a report, which was read, and is as follows ; 
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To the General Grand Chapter of the United States , to be 
holden at Lexington , in the State of Kentucky, on the 13/ A 
day of September , A . Z?., 1853. 

At the triennial communication of your Honorable Grand Body, 
holden at Boston, in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, on the 
10th day of September, A. D., 1850, the following resolution was 
introduced by Companion Tallman, of the Grand Chapter of the 
State of Maine, and referred to the undersigned, as a committee, 
to report thereon at the present meeting of your Honorable Body. 

“ Resolved \ That a committee be appointed, to report at the 
next triennial meeting, whether any of the Chapter degrees may 
be conferred on persons maimed or. otherwise imperfect in body.” 

Your committee having attended to the business thus assigned 
them, now respectfully report : 

That they have investigated the subject with such Masonic 
light and information as they have been able to command, and 
now present to this General Grand Body the reasoning which has 
proved satisfactory to themselves, and the results to which it has 
led them. 

It appeared to your committee necessary to settle in their own 
minds at the outset, whether in relation to the subject they were 
considering the degrees which are arranged in the United States, 
under the control of the Royal Arch Branch of the Order, and 
those which remain subject to the government of the Blue or 
Masters Lodges, aie to be understood as standing upon the same 
ground. They arrived at the conclusion that there was no good 
reason for making any distinction between them, in the applica- 
tion of any general rule which might be found, either by authority 
or policy, legitimately applicable to the subject. The Masonry of 
the Blue Lodges is the basis of that which follows it. Master 
Masonry is the basis on which Royal Arch Masonry is erected. 
It is its ancestor, or perhaps, masonically considered, it may be 
more rationally called its elder brother. What is required there- 
fore by Blue Masonry, the jurisdiction which controls the first en- 
trance to the Masonic Temple, seems naturally to furnish the rule 
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for the degrees which follow beyond it ; and your committee en* 
tertain the opinion, that if a sound and proper rule may be estab- 
lished in relation to the Blue Lodges, it will be found to be one 
which Royal Arch Masonry would have neither interest nor wish 
to disregard or subvert ; or in other words, that if such a rule cart 
be established on sound Masonic principles, it should be recognized 
as one of equal force, and equally binding upon both branches of 
the Masonic family. Those two branches are perfectly harmo- 
nious on every other subject, and your committee doubt not that 
they should be so in this. General principles properly applicable 
to the one, have always been considered as adapted to both. If 
Blue Masonry has an ancient landmark, on this or any other sub- 
ject, which it is a violation of Masonic principle to remove, Royal 
Arch Masonry would hardly take the responsibility of disturbing 
it. “ Remove not the old landmarks which your fathers have 
set,” was a part of the religion of the nation whence our rites 
were derived ; it is, at least, a portion of our own moral safety. 

Your committee have naturally been led to the inquiry, whether 
the subject submitted to their consideration, is one which rests 
Masonically on constitutional law, or is one of those general mat- 
ters which is open to the ordinary regulations of Masonic policy. 
If, upon investigation, it is found to fall under the former, then it 
is beyond the exercise of a general discretion, stands paramount to 
all questions of policy, and absolutely supersedes any consideration 
of it, in that view. If, however, it is found to fall under the lat- 
ter description, it stands open for regulation on any state of exist- 
ing circumstances, upon the judgment of those, who, in such a 
state of things, have the right to control it, for the best interests of 
the Order. 

We have all been taught, and it is the teaching which comes to 
us from ancient days, that “ it is not in the power of any man or 
body of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry.” 
We have been taught also, that we are only to 66 submit to the 
awards and resolutions of our brethren, when conveyed, when 
they are consistent with the Constitutions of the Order;” and 
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further, that we are not even bound to conform to the edicts of the 
Grand Lodge itself, if they are “ subversive of the principles and 
ground- work of Masonry.” 

Your committee then feel the fh II force of the appropriate in- 
quiries, in pursuing this question. What is the “ body of Mason- 
ry,” the “Constitutions of the Order,” the “principles and 
ground-work of Masonry;” and do they, or either of them con- 
tain any authority upon the subject now under investigation? 

To approach the subject intelligently, it seems necessary to ad- 
vert to a portion of our history. 

The Masonic Order, after one of those eclipses in her prosperity 
to which all human institutions are subject, was revived in Eng- 
land at the meeting of four Lodges in London, in February, A. 
D. 1717. These were the only Lodges then existing in the south 
part of that Kingdom, and they then formed themselves into a 
Grand Lodge, for which they elected a Grand Master at the fol- 
lowing festival of the anniversary of St. John the Baptist. When 
this Grand Lodge was formed, “ the original constitutions were es- 
tablished as the basis of all future Masonic jurisdiction in the south 
of England, and the ancient landmarks, or the boundaries set up 
as checks to innovation, were carefully secured against the attacks 
of future invaders.” It was then established also, “ as an uner- 
ring rule, at every installation, public and private, for many years 
afterwards, to make the Grand Master, and Master and Wardens 
of every Lodge engage to support the ancient constitutions, to the 
observance of which, also, every Mason was bound at his initia- 
tion.” 

The next year George Payne was chosen Grand Master of this 
Grand Lodge. During his official term, he “earnestly desired 
that the brethren would bring to the Grand Lodge any old writ- 
ings or records, concerning the fraternity, to show the usages of 
ancient times . In consequence of this invitation, several old 
copies of the Gothic constitutions were produced, arranged, and 
digested.” 
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Your Committee deem it important to remark, as to this Grand 
Lodge, that it did not assume to do more than to preserve intact, 
the Masonic institution as it found it, as to all its peculiar practices, 
and the principles which had governed it from early times. It 
recognized the ancient Grand Lodge at the City of York, and 
considered itself bound by the ancient Masonic charges ac- 
knowledged as authority in that Grand Body. The old Grand 
Lodge at York, as is well known to all familiar with Masonic his- 
tory, was established in June, A. D. 926, under the patronage of 
Edwin, brother to Athelstan, the then reigning monarch of Eng- 
land. Those Masonic charges did not originate at York, but were 
simply put into form there, the materials being derived from re- 
cords of an older date. The historical account is in these words : 
“Prince Edwin summoned all the Masons in the realm to meet 
him in a congregation at York, in June, Anno Domini, 926, who 
came and composed a General or Grand Lodge, of which he was 
the Grand Master. And having brought with them all the old writ- 
ings and records of the Craft extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, 
some in French, and other languages, from the contents thereof, 
that assembly framed the constitutions and charges of an English 
Lodge, made a law to preserve and observe the same, in all time 
coming, and ordained good pay for the working Masons.’ ’ 

In the new English Grand Lodge formed by the four Lodges at 
London, in 1717, we find the same course taken to collect the 
ancient charges and constitutions of the Order, as had been pre- 
viously taken at York, in the year 926. 

In 1721, the Duke of Montague was chosen Grand Master, of 
this English Grand Lodge. Soon after his election, he directed 
Doctor Desaguliers and James Anderson, A. M., to “revise, ar- 
range, and digest the Gothic constitutions, old charges, and general 
regulations.” At the communication of this Grand Lodge, on the 
festival of St. John the Evangelist, in that year, those brethren had 
performed the duty assigned them, and presented their labors 
for approval. A committee of fourteen learned brethren was then 
appointed to examine their manuscript, and report. At a com- 
32 
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jnunication holden on the 25th of March, A. D. 1722, this commit- 
tee reported, that they had “ perused the manuscript, containing 
the history, charges, regulations, &c., of Masonry, and after some 
amendments, had approved thereof.” The Grand Lodge ordered 
the whole to be prepared for the press and printed ; and within 
two years (A. D., 1723,) the book of Constitutions appeared in 
print. 

Here, then, we have our first printed book of constitutions, 
compiled with care by learned Masons, sanctioned by the authori- 
ty of a Grand Lodge, from which it is our pride to have descended, 
and professing to place us in possession of the “ history, charges, 
and regulations ” of our Ancient Masonic Brotherhood. 

Y our committee are not aware of the existence of any book of 
general Masonic authority, or of any other authority, at other 
sources, carrying with it an equally clear and well-defined Masonic 
sanction. 

If this book, then, contains a rule upon the subject under con- 
sideration, and if the constitutions and charges which it transmits 
to us, are of binding Masonic force, it appears to your committee 
that all Masons are bound to defer to its authority. It is the first 
printed collection of our laws ; our highest and oldest printed sta- 
tute book ; it contains matter irrepealable by any Masonic power ; 
the embodyment of our unchangeable landmarks . No modem 
authority ever possessed competent power to alter or vary them. 
If such a power were once acknowledged, the specific identity of 
Masonry would be gone forever. 

Itseems very clear to your committee, that what is meant to be 
expressed peculiarly by the u Ancient Constitutions of Masonry,” 
is not the mere regulations of any Lodge or Grand Lodge, ancient 
or modern, whether contained in what have been sometimes 
called constitutions, or in general regulations or by-laws. All 
these have been of no higher authority than Masonic legislative 
enactments, amendable or alterable from time to time, keeping 
within that code to which we refer (not always understanding^, 
perhaps,) as containing our ancient landmarks. The vital u body 
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of Masonry ” to which we thus refer, is evidently anterior, both as 
to time and binding power, to all merely Masonic legislation. It 
had its origin in our earliest days, and we are bound to preserve 
it inviolate for all time. 

Your committee cannot better define what they understand by 
the term “ ancient constitutions,” than by adopting the definition 
given by Companion J. W. Mitchell, of Montgomery, Alabama. 
That Companion defines them to be : “ Those immemorial laws 
which have been handed down from age to age, and from genera- 
tion to generation, no one knowing whence they originated, and 
no one having the right to alter or change them, but all being equally 
bound by a fair and liberal interpretation of them.” These, he 
considers, as our “ ancient landmarks,” which are “ not only 
fundamental, but unalterable,” and he understands them to be 
collected in that portion of Anderson’s book which gives “the 

OLD CHARGES OP THE FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS.” 

“ These old charges,” he informs us, “have never been altered 
or changed. They stand, in the Grand Lodge of England, at this 
day, clothed in the same language, without a word being stricken 
out or added to. No Grand Lodge in the world has attempted to * 
alter or change the wording of this old code of laws ; and although 
they have been violated again and again, generally through igno- 
rance, no Masonic body has ever republished a mangled copy of 
them, or in any way altered their meaning, except the illegal Grand 
Lodge of London, calling itself, the Grand Lodge of Ancient Ma- 
sons, generally known as the Athol Grand Lodge.” Of this so- 
called Athol Grand Lodge, Lawrence Dermott was Grand Secre- 
tary, and subsequently Deputy Grand Master, and published his 
Ahiman Rezon, (which professed to contain the ancient constitu- 
tions of the Order,) by its order or permission, in 1772. This 
book has met with better fortune in the United States than the 
constitutions of Anderson, having been several times reprinted, 
and adopted as a text book, by several State Grand Lodges. It is, 
however, in the opinion of your committee, never to be regarded 
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as Masonic authority when it is found conflicting with the constitu- 
tions of Anderson. 

Your committee having thus attempted to ascertain what is the 
true source of Masonic authority, which embraces what is em- 
phatically distinguished as our ancient landmarks , have proceeded 
to inquire whether, among those ancient landmarks, the particular 
subject submitted to them has a place, and if so, what are the pro- 
visions relating to it? In examining the authority which they 
deem paramount to all others, they find the following provision : 

“No Master should take an apprentice unless he has sufficient 
employment for him, and unless he be a perfect youth, hawing 
no maim or defect about his body that may render him incapable 
of learning the Art , of serving his Master’s Lord, and of being 
made a Brother, and then a Fellow Craft, in due time.” 

Your committee have not beeu able to obtain an original copy 
of Anderson. They feel confident, however, that the clause above 
cited is literally correct. It is precisely as it stands in the reprint 
in Companion Mitchell’s Masonic Signet, confirmed by a copy 
from the original copy of Anderson, in possession of Companion 
Moore, of Boston, and agrees verbatim with a copy of the 
“charges” in possession of your committee, published at Edin- 
burgh, in 1761, during the Grand Mastership of David, Earl of 
Leven, over the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

The provision does not describe a man wholly and entirely per- 
feet as to physical qualities. It is plainly limited in its character. 
It supposes, upon its face, that a man may have imperfections of 
of body which do not amount to disqualification. If they are not 
such as to render him “ incapable of learning the Art,” then, 
beyond all question, he is eligible to be made a brother. 

Your committee, then, having treated the question as one rest- 
ing upon constitutional paramount authority, and not upon mere 
regulation ; having investigated the authority which, in their 
opinion, should govern the decision upon it, and having satisfied 
themselves that the subject-matter is not a question of mere policy, 
but one which involves. an “ancient landmark” of the Order, 
have reached the unavoidable conclusion, that it is competent and 
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Masonically lawful for Royal Arch Chapters , as well as Blue 
Lodges, to confer the respective degrees of Masonry, properly 
conferrable by each, upon all candidates whose defects of bodily 
qualifications are not such, as to prevent them from conforming 
literally to what the several degrees respectively requires of them . 
If their physical capacities enable them to do this they are admis- 
sible, and can comply with every requisition of the Order. 

Your committee are perfectly aware that the Ahiman Rezon 
contains a different rule, and requires a candidate to be perfect in 
every bodily qualification ; but they have already said that they do 
not acknowledge that work as authority when it conflicts with the 
constitutions of Anderson. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Philip C. Tucker, 
Scott J. Tallman, 

Wm. T. Gould, 

Lexington, (Ky.,) Sept. 13, 1853. Committee . 

The report was then laid upon the table. 

Companion Mackey moved that the exemplification of the work 
set for this time, as a specified order, be postponed to 7 o’clock this 
evening ; which was disagreed to. 

The General Grand High Priest then announced as the order of 
the day the exemplification of the Royal Arch work. 

Companion Tucker moved that the whole subject be indefinitely 
postponed ; which was decided in the negative. 

Companion Lovell then proceeded to exemplify the work in the 
degrees of Mark, Past, and Most Excellent Masters, when the 
further exemplification of the work, for the present, was postponed- 

Companion Lewis, of New York, from the Committee on the 
Royal and Select Masters degrees, made the following report : 

To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

The undersigned, a Special Committee, to whom was referred 
the subject of the Degrees of Royal and Select Master, commonly 
called the Council Degrees, respectfully report : That they have 
examined the several very able reports and resolutions which have 
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been made upon the subject of these Degrees in various State 
jurisdictions, and attentively considered the positions taken by 
them, and have availed themselves of the light and information 
which they shed upon the history, character, and value of them. 

. The subject is one which has claimed a large share of the atten- 
tion of the fraternity for many years, and loud calls are made upon 
this General Grand Body to definitely settle the various questions 
* which have grown out of the discussion. We have regarded these 
demands as rightly and properly urged, and have aimed to arrive 
at such conclusions as are just as well as satisfactory ; and although 
we cannot flatter ourselves that we have entirely succeeded, yet, 
as a reflection of the views of Companions, we think it will meet 
the just expectations of the larger number, and give offence to 
none. 

The important question is that of jurisdiction, and to that 
single point we have directed attention. We have not aimed to 
reconcile contending claims, as, from the conclusion to which we 
have arrived it is not necessary. We regret to state that past action 
and past legislation on the part of this Most Excellent Body has 
given rise to many misapprehensions, and induced the belief that 
the Royal and Select Masters’ Degrees were within the pale of the 
jurisdiction of Royal Arch Masonry, and hence looking at this 
Body as the Common head, Grand Chapters and Subordinates of 
this Body have come to the conclusion that they were under their 
control where Councils did not exist. But when we come to trace 
the common source of title, we are unable to discover how this 
Body has or ever had any rightful jurisdiction over them ; and it 
must be borne in mind, that it is incumbent on this Body to prove 
title affirmatively and conclusively, and not to rely upon the weak- 
ness of the title of any other claimant. We think there will be 
found an utter failure of proof on this point ; and when we 
examine the General Grand Constitution, and find no allusion to 
these degrees, and on the contrary a distinct recognition of the four 
degrees conferred in Royal Arch Chapters, and those alone, and 
that Companion Royal Arch Masons are affiliated with us through- 
out the land, without reference to their possession of them, we are 
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irresistibly led to the conclusion that no governmental jurisdiction 
m Royal Arch Masonry has any control over them. And if this 
strong position needed any confirmation in the existing state of 
things in the Fraternity, we shall find that in those States where 
they are cultivated to any considerable extent, they are under the 
government of Councils where these degrees and no others are 
conferred, and there we are content to leave them. 

The conclusions to which we have arrived will render it unne- 
cessary for us to examine any of the other questions which have 
grown out of the discussions relative to these degrees ; for if we 
have no jurisdiction, we have no right to pass upon them, and we 
do not here assume to state who has jurisdiction, but only to state 
that, in our judgment, we have not. The subject has been ex- 
amined so thoroughly and elaborately, and the features of it have 
been so fully canvassed by the whole Fraternity, that we have not 
deemed it expedient to recapitulate any of the various positions 
which have been taken, and to defend or deny them. We trust 
that this M. E. Body will concur with us in opinion that the 
demands of justice and the claims of expediency both require a 
settlement of the whole matter, and that it be hereafter excluded 
from the consideration of the R. A. Masons as such. 

We subjoin the following resolutions, expressive of our conclu- 
sions, for the consideration of the G. G. Chapter : 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter, and the governing 
bodies of of Royal Arch Masonry, affiliated with, and holding 
jurisdiction under it, have no rightful jurisdiction or control over 
the Degrees of Royal and Select Master. 

Resolved , That this General Grand Chapter will hereafter en- 
tertain no question or matter growing out of the government or 
working of those Degrees while in their present position. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

John L. Lewis, Jr., 
Edward A. Raymond, 

J. A. D. Joslin, 

Philip T. Schley, 
Lexington, September 16, 1853- Amand P. Pfister. 
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The question was stated on agreeing to said Resolutions* when 
Companion Gilman, of Maryland, moved that they be laid upon 
the table ; which motion was disagreed to. 

The resolutions were then considered and agreed to. 

Companion Mackey, from the committee to which was referred 
the resolution of the Grand Chapter of Maryland, relative to the 
order of High Priesthood, made the following report : 

The Committee on Councils of High Priests, to whom were re- 
ferred the accompanying questions, propounded to this General 
Grand Chapter by the Grand Chapter of Maryland to wit : 

“ The legitimate duties and powers of a Council of High 
Priests, and whether it is proper that any High Priest should be 
installed and placed at the head of a Chapter before being duly 
anointed a High Priest, by a regular Council of High Priests ?” 

Respectfully report as follows : 

The paragraph which becomes the subject-matter of this report, 
embraces two distinct questions — first, as to the duties and powers of 
a Council of High Priests, and secondly, as to the necessity of 
anointment into that order before the assumption of the duties 
and privileges of High Priest of a Chapter. 

Your committee have met with no difficulty in responding to the 
former of these questions. The degree, or as it is more commonly 
called, the order of High Priesthood, includes a system of initia- 
tion above and beyond the degrees of the Royal Arch. A very 
large number of Royal Arch Masons, a numerous portion of the 
members of our State Grand Chapters, and many, even of the 
constituents of this exalted body, are not in possession of its 
mysteries. 

With these facts before them, it is impossible that your committee 
can come to any other conclusion than that legislation on the subject 
of the order of High Priesihood, is beyond and out of the juris- 
diction of your exalted body. The u legitimate duties and powers 
of a Council of High Priests* ’ cannot, therefore, be defined by 
this body, in its collective capacity, but must be left to the decision 
of those who are in possession of the order. This General Grand 
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Chapter has no more authority to enter upon the investigation of 
this question, than it has to inquire into the u legitimate duties and 
powers” of a Council of Red Cross Knights. 

In relation to the second question, “ whether it is proper that 
any High Priest should be installed and placed at the head of a 
Chapter before being duly anointed a High Priest by a regular 
Council of High Priests,” your committee reply that, in their 
opinion, the Order of High Priesthood is an honorarium or reward 
conferred by his companions of the Priesthood on the newly elected 
High Priest of a Chapter, and as such should be gratefully re- 
ceived by every one who has been chosen to preside over his 
Companions. 

But to admit that the reception of such an honorarium or re- 
ward was essentially necessary to qualify a High Priest for the due 
discharge of the duties, to the performance of which he has been 
called by the voice of his Chapter, would be to take the control of 
the affairs of a Chapter out of the Chapter itself, where it has been 
rightly deposited by our constitutions, and place it in the hands of 
an extraneous and irresponsible body, who, as a self constituted 
council of High Priests, might, by refusing to confer the order on 
a candidate, presenting them the necessary credentials, be pro- 
nouncing an effective and remediless veto on the choice made by 
the members of a Chapter, of their presiding officer. An election 
held under these circumstances would be rather the nomination by 
the Chapter to some council of High Priests at the time existing 
only in futuro , of the Companion whom they desired for their 
presiding officer, ancTwhich nomination the said council, whenever 
it was called into temporary existence, might or might not approve 
and confirm. 

With these views your committee recommend the following re- 
solutions for adoption by your Most Excellent Body : 

Resolved , That it is not within the province or the control of 
this General Grand Chapter, or of any State Grand Chapter to 
define the duties or powers of a Council of High Priests. 

33 
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Resolved, That while in deference to tire long established usages 
of Royal Arch Masonry in this country, it is recommended that 
every newly elected High Priest should, as soon as it is convenient, 
receive the order of High Priesthood ; his anointment as such is 
not necessary to his installation, or to the full and entire discharge 
of all his powers and duties as the Presiding officer of his Chapter. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Albert G. Mackey, 
Willis Stewart, 

Wm. Field, 

G. H. C. Melody, 
Isaac Cunningham. 

Which report and resolutions were laid upon the table. 

And then the General Grand Chapter was called off until 7 
o’clock this evening. 

Evening, 7 o'clock . 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the General 
Grand High Priest, and Companion Lovell proceeded to exempli- 
fy the work in the Royal Arch Degree, and finished it. 

Companions Lackey and Robinson were appointed members of 
the Comipittee on Unfinished Business, in place of Companions 
Heath and Grimsley, who have had leave of absence. 

On motion of Companion Pfister, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Constitution of the Gen- 
eral Grand Chapter be instructed to take into consideration the 
subject of embodying in the same an article whereby the jurisdic- 
tions of the State Grand Chapters may be held inviolable. 

And the General Grand Chapter was called off until to-morrow 
morning at 9 o’clock. 

Saturday, September 17, 1853. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the Most 
Excellent General Grand High Priest. 

Comp. Gould, from the Committe on Dispensations and New 
Chapters, made the following report, which was read and laid on 
the table : 
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The Committee on Dispensations and New Chapters beg leave to 
REPORT. 

1st. That they have examined the By-Laws and work of Sac- 
ramento Chapter* at Sacramento City, California, and Wash- 
ington Chapter, at Muscatine, Iowa, and finding them in con- 
formity to the General Grand Constitution, recommend that they 
receive Charters. 

2d. Sonora Chapter, at Sonora, California, have sent up their 
work, but not their By-Laws. In consideration of their distance, 
the committee recommend that a Charter issue whenever they ob- 
tain a certificate from any one of the four principal Grand Officers 
approving their By-Laws. 

3d. The Dispensation to Newark Chapter, New Jersey, has 
been referred to your committee. This Body having been merged 
in Union Chapter, no further action is required. 

4th. Your committee have also examined the work and By- 
Laws of Barrett Chapter, at Rock Island, Illinois. The fourth 
Section of the third Article of the By-Laws assumes jurisdiction 
over the Royal and Select Degrees, and must be stricken out, so 
far as relates to that subject. With this qualification, your com- 
mittee recommend the granting of a Charter. 

5th. A number of Companions at St. Paul, Minnesota, have 
petitioned the General Grand King for a Dispensation, and paid 
the fees, but not in time for one to issue and be returned to this 
convocation. Your committee deem it inexpedient to issue Char- 
ters without the usual probation, and therefore recommend that 
the present Deputy General Grand High Priest, to whom the pe- 
tition was addressed, be advised to issue a Dispensation. 

6th. San Francisco Chapter, at San Francisco, California, has 
received a Charter since the last meeting of this Body, but there 
was some confusion or error in the proceeding. A Dispensation 
was regularly obtained, and the returns have been regularly made. 
Your committee have examined the work and By-Laws, and find 
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them correct, and they recommend that the present Charier be 
ratified and confirmed. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Wm. T. Gould, 
Stephen Lovell, 
Jos. Foster, 

Cyrus Goodell, 

W. R. Lackey, 

Committee. 

Companion Stewart, from the Committee on Masonic Jurispru- 
dence, made the following report, (Companion Stewart dissenting 
from a portion of the same,) which was read and laid on the 
table : 

REPORT. 

The undersigned, a majority of the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, beg leave to submit the following resolutions as 
their report on the 2d, 3d, and 4th resolutions passed by the Grand 
Chapter of New York at # their meeting in February, 1853, to be 
found on page 97 of their proceedings ; and the resolution of Com- 
panion J. L. Lewis in relation to the powers of the Officers of 
State Grand Chapters : 

1st. Resolved , That it is masonically illegal for Royal Arch 
Chapters to confer the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Most 
Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason, on a brother Master 
Mason who has lost a leg or an arm. 

2d. Resolved , That it is legal and Masonic for the requisite 
numbers of Past Masters who have themselves been duly qualified 
to preside over a Lodge to confer the degree of Past Master, ac- 
cording to ancient usage, on the Master Elect of a Lodge. 

3d. Resolved, That it is not indispensably necessary, though 
always desirable, that a High Priest Elect should have received the 
orders of High Priesthood to qualify him to preside over a Chap- 
ter, installation by a present or Past High Priest, duly authorized, 
being sufficient. 
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4th. Resolvedy That the Officers of State Grand Chapters pos- 
sess no powers, incidental or otherwise, except such as are exprefesly 
conferred by the Constitutions of Stale Grand Chapters, or of the 
* General Grand Chapter, or by their express authority otherwise 
given. 

W. B. Dodds, 

Philip C. Tucker, 

E. G. Storer, 

Thos. C. Edwards. 

The undersigned concurs in the 2d, 3d, and 4th of the fore- 
going resolutions ; dissents from the 1st, and begs leave to submit 
the following as a substitute therefor : 

Resolved , That inasmuch as Masonry is speculative rather than 
operative, that it is Masonic and legal for Royal Arch Chapters to 
confer the degrees of Mark Master, Past Master, Mosl Excellent 
Master, and Royal Arch, on a worthy Master Mason who has lost 
a leg or an arm, Chapters in all cases being the proper judges of 
the propriety of so doing. 

Willis Stewart, Chairman . 

Companion General Grand Secretary French submitted a letter 
received by him this morning from Companion Thomas H. Lewis, 
Most Excellent General Grand Scribe, which was read, and is as 
follows : 

To the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest and other 

Officers and Members of the General Grand Royal Arch 

Chapter of the United States of America : 

M. E. and E. Companions : 

In obedience to a resolution adopted at our last triennial convo- 
cation, held in Boston, requesting the four first Officers of this 
General Grand Chapter to take such measures as they may think 
best for diffusing, as extensively as may be, the knowledge of 
<c the mode of work and lectures agreed upon in said convocation, 
to the several Chapters under this jurisdiction, ” I personally exem- 
plified the work and lectures in the Grand Chapter of the State of 
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Louisiana, and several of her subordinates ; and in order to diffuse 
as extensively as possible such knowledge, 1 carefully instructed, in 
said work and lectures, Companions James R. Hartsock, Thomas 
J. Hawkins, and John C. Gordy, and commissioned and authori- 
zed them respectively to travel through the States of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Texas, and to instruct the Chapters and Com- 
panions of those States in said work and lectures. 

This service has been performed by those worthy companions, 
as reported to me, in a satisfactory and efficient manner. 

I have not been able to procure the services of competent com- 
panions to travel in any of the other Southern States, and my pri- 
vate relations in life have put it out of my power to do so in 
person. 

I am pleased to hear of the general prosperity of our beloved 
Order throughout the length and breadth of our extensive and 
happy country, and trust that her light may continue to shine 
brighter and brighter to the end of time. 

It is with the deepest regret that I find myself obliged to an- 
nounce the impossibility of my personally participating in the de- 
liberations of our approaching session at Lexington, Kentucky. 

I pray you, my companions, be assured that nothing but im- 
perious and paramount duty could deprive me of the pleasure of 
greeting you all in our sacred Temple, and that my prayers shall 
be daily offered up to the Supreme Grand High Priest of the 
Universe for your success in your noble mission, and that the 
doings of your approaching convocation may greatly promote the 
prosperity of Royal Arch Masonry, and the pure principles of 
brotherly love amongst the fraternity everywhere. 

1 trust the General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United 
States may long continue to diffuse light and truth throughout our 
beloved country, and be and remain a strong bond of union, hold- 
ing us together as one in feeling as we are in interest ; and, should 
a kind Providence prolong my days, I hope at the next meeting to 
greet many with whom it has been my happiness to sit in council. 
’Till then, farewell. THO§. H. LEWIS, 

Opelousas, La., Aug. 28, 1853. General Grand Scribe . 
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It was then referred to the Committee on the Doings of the 
General Grand Officers. 

Companion Schley was appointed a member of the Committee 
on Grievances, in place of Companion Smith, who has leave of 
absence. 

Companion Gould, from the Committee on Work, made a Ver- 
bal report. 

Companion Mackey, from the same committee, submitted the 
following as the views of the minority of said committee : 

The minority of the committee, to whom was referred the ex- 
emplification of the work adopted by the General Grand Chapter 
at its session in 1850, and exemplified at this session, respectfully 
report : 

That, in their opinion, the said work, more especially so far as 
respects the Royal Arch Degree, is so contrary to, and subversive 
of, the land marks of Free Masonry, that they cannot consistently 
with their obligations as Royal Arch Masons, recommend the same 
for adoption. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Albert G. Mackey, 
Delegate from South Carolina. 

Jos. Foster, 

Delegate from Missouri . 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the consideration of 
the said report, the question being on agreeing to the report sub- 
mitted by Companion Gould. 

Companion Mackey moved that his report be substituted for the 
report of the majority, and called for a division of the question, 
so as to take it first on striking out ; and it was so divided. 

1st. Shall the report of the majority be stricken out? 

And the question being taken by ayes and noes, resulted as fol- 
lows, viz. : 

Ayes . — Willis Stewart, General Grand King, 1 vote. 

Grand Chapter of Connecticut, - 4 votes. 

tf Ohio, - - 2 
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4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

1 


Ayes, - - - - 3S 

Noes . — R. P. Dunlap, G. G. H. P., 1 

B. B. French, G. G. Secretary, 1 

N. B. Haswell, G. G. Marshal, 1 

E. S. Barnum, P. G. G. Scribe, - - 1 

G. Chapter of Maine, .... 4 

“ New Hampshire, 4 

“ Vermont, .... 4 

u Massachusetts, 4 

“ Rhode Island, 4 

“ New York, 2 

“ Ohio, - - - 2 

“ Georgia, 2 

“ Alabama, 4 

i “ Indiana, 4 

“ Illinois, 4 

Noes, 42 


* 

So the General Grand Chapter refused to strike out the report. 
Companion Raymond, General Grand Treasurer, was, at his 
own request, excused from voting. 

The question recurred on agreeing to the report of the com- 
mittee. 


Ayes. — G. Chapter of Kentucky, 

“ South Carolina, - 

tc Georgia, 

u Mississippi, - 

“ Missouri, 

“ Michigan, - 

“ Arkansas, - 

“ Texas, 

Union Chapter, Newark, N. J., - 
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On motion of Companion Gould the whole subject was laid on 
the table by an unanimous vote. 

Companion Hubbard, from the Committee on Finance, made 
the following report : 

The Committee on Finance ask leave to report : 

That they have attended to all the business that came before 
them, and find, from an examination of the General Grand Trea- 
surer’s account as rendered, that the same is correct. 

This account commences Septemer 9, 1850, and closes Septem- 
ber 1, 1853. The balance in his hands at the date first above 

named, was $4,850 26 

Am’t from all sources received up to Sep. 1, 1853, 1,578 88 

Making a total of 6,433 14 

From which deduct payments of all kinds per vouchers 

up to September 1, 1853, 774 18 

Leaving as balance in the Treas. on that day - $5,658 96 


Your committee approve of the practice in this department of 
having a specific time as the close of its fiscal period, and, by reso- 
lution appended, submit the principle in form for the action of this 
Honorable Body. Adopting the principle, all receipts and expen- 
ditures, after such fiscal period, will of course be found in the new 
or next account current. 

Your committee have also examined the account current of 
your General Grand Secretary, accompanying this report, and 
find the same correct. From this it will be found that the 
amount received by him up to August 30, 1853, is $572 52, the 
whole of which has been (including last payment under date of 
September 13, 1853) paid to the General Grand Treasurer in part, 
and the residue paid for necessary expenses of the office, for all 
which satisfactory vouchers appear. 

34 
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No accounts have been submitted to your committee from the 
General Grand High Priest, King, or Scribe. 

Looking to the policy adopted by your Honorable Body at its 
last session, and highly approving the same, of causing your sur- 
plus fund to be made productive by investment at interest, your 
committee would recommend a continuance of the same. As 
your main, if not only, dependence for the receipt of funds into 
your Treasury is from the granting of dispensations to, and the 
collecting of dues from Subordinate Chapters, and not from State 
Grand Chapters and their Subordinates : and, inasmuch as these 
individual Subordinates are rapidly becoming incorporated into 
State Grand Chapters, it is evident that the time may come, and 
that at no distant period, when the present sources of supply for 
sustaining the expenses of your Honorable Body will cease. It 
may, therefore, be deemed provident, at the present time, to adopt 
measures for husbanding your present and future means, that by 
judicious investsments an income may be obtained, sufficient to 
sustain your General Grand Chapter, by thus meeting all of its 
current and legitimate expenses. For this purpose your committee 
have matured and herewith submit for your consideration Reso- 
lution No. 2, accompanying this report. 

Without any account or claim being laid before your committee, 
in form, yet their attention has been called to the fact, that no pro- 
vision has heretofore been made for the clerical and official services 
of our Most Excellent Charles Gilman, Past Grand Secretary, as 
they were rendered from the time of your session in 1S47, until 
his leaving his Baltimore residence for California — a period of 
about eighteen months, and embracing the most laborious p*hrt of 
the General Grand Secretary ’s services for that term of time ending 
in September, 1850. 

Your committee have examined the report of his services thus 
rendered, which may be found at pages 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8, of the 
proceedings of your last session, and by comparing the same with 
former allowances for services of the kind, are well satisfied that 
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he is justly entitled to be paid the sum of one hundred and twenty- 
five dollars, and accordingly submit, for that purpose and for your 
consideration, Resolution No. 3. 

Under the present practice, not saying system, of collecting, 
receiving, and paying over the moneys of this General Grand 
Chapter, a departure from the usage of Masonry exists — an un- 
necessary number of accounting officers are made to act, and it is 
not made the duty of any one to collect together the various ac- 
counts, state them in one, and charge your General Grand Treas- 
urer in a general account current. Consequently, and if left as it 
is, the whole receipts and expenditures must be sought for from six 
different sources, and the whole stated in the new, by a committee 
of your body ; or have no such general accounts current, with 
suitable checks upon the Secretary or Treasury departments, but 
take as for granted the statement of your General Grand Treasurer, 
of the amounts he has received. 

Your committee are of the opinion that all moneys, and from 
.whatever source, belonging to this General Grand Body, should be 
paid directly to the General Grand Secretary ; and of all such 
moneys he should be the sole collector and receiver ; and that he 
should, and with as little delay as possible, pay the same over, as 
from time to time received, to the General Grand Treasurer. Your 
committee also entertain the opinion, that the General Grand Sec- 
retary should use none of the funds so received, for even current 
and necessary expenses of his office, but check upon the General 
Grand Treasurer for the same, funder the authority of your Hon- 
orable Body,) with the bill for the same attached. To the end of 
thus having a full account of all the funds whatever that have been 
received by the General Grand Treasurer upon the General Grand 
Secretary’s books ; and as connected with these fiscal forms and 
duties, your committee would recommend that the General Grand 
Secretary be instructed to render an account to the General Grand 
Treasurer, as often as once a year, of all his receipts and payments 
over of moneys during that, then, preceding year. The foregoing 
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views of your committee are embodied in Resolutions No. 4, 5, and 
6, which accompany this report. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

/ W. B. Hubbard, Chairman , 

E. S. Barnum, 

J. M. Hall, 

A. B. Thompson, 

Amand P. Pfister. 

Said report was accompanied by the following resolutions, which 
were considered and agreed to, viz : 

1. Resolved , That hereafter the General Grand Treasurer’s 
account current shall triennially be made up to the first day of the 
month in which the General Grand Chapter is held. 

2. Resolved , That the General Grand Treasurer is authorized 
and requested to invest, from time to time, ail such moneys of this 
General Grand Chapter as may come into his hands subject to 
prompt payment, on call, or at thirty days notice, as in his judg- 
ment and discretion will be safely for the interest of this General 
Grand Chapter : Provided , That in making any such investments 
he shall not reduce the cash funds in the Treasury below the sum 
of $500 ; and that of his doings under this resolution, he make a 
full report at the next Triennial meeting of this Body. 

3. Resolved, That there be allowed and paid to Companion 
Charles Gilman the sum of $125, in full for his past services as 
General Grand Secretary, and not heretofore provided for. 

4. Resolved , That all dispensation fees, dues, or moneys of any 
kind accruing or becoming payable to the General Grand Chapter, 
shall be collected and received by the General Grand Secretary, 
and an account of the same, from what source arising, and from 
whom received, shall be kept by him. 

5. Resolved , That it shall be the duty of the General Grand 
Secretary, forthwith, or as soon as it is reasonably in his power, to 
pay over to the General Grand Treasurer all moneys whatsoever 
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which he may from time to time receive, as contemplated in the 
foregoing Resolution No. 4, taking proper vouchers therefor, with 
power and authority from time to time, and for the reasonable and 
necessary current expenses of his office to check, with the prQper 
voucher attached thereto, upon the General Grand Treasurer 
therefor. 

6. Resolved , That it shall be the duty of the General Grand 
Secretary, annually, to make out and state in his book, an account 
current with the General Grand Treasurer, and send one copy of 
the same to the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest, and 
another to the General Grand Treasurer ; and also, on the first 
day of each Triennial General Grand Session, he shall make out 
and submit to the General Grand Chapter a general account cur- 
rent of all moneys by him received and paid over during the pre- 
ceding three years. 

On motion of Companion Mackey, 

The General Grand Chapter proceeded to consider the report 
and resolutions submitted by him in reference to Councils of High 
Priests, when the first of the said resolutions was agreed to. 

The second of said resolutions being under consideration, 

Companion Brown moved to amend the same by striking out 
all after the word “resolved,” and inserting, “that while in 
deference to the General Grand Royal Arch Constitutions, and the 
long established usages of Royal Arch Masonry, it is considered 
necessary that every newly elected High Priest should, as soon as 
it is convenient, receive the Order of High Priesthood, his anoint- 
ment is not indispensably necessary to the full and entire discharge 
of all his powers and duties as the presiding officer of his Chapter.” 

Companion French moved to amend the amendment by striking 
out ail thereof after the word “ that,” and inserting “it is not 
necessary that a High Priest elect should receive the Order of High 
Priesthood before he can be installed to preside over the Chapter 
by which he has been elected.” 

Which amendment was disagreed to. 
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The question recurred on the amendment proposed by Com- 
panion Brown, and being put the same was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred on the 2d resolution reported by the 
committee, and being put the same was agreed to, 

• And then the General Grand Chapter was called off until this , 
evening at 7 o’clock. 


Saturday Evening, Sept . 17, 7 o'clock. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the Most 
Excellent Grand High Priest. 

On motion of Comp. Stewart the report made by him this 
morning, from the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence was 
taken up. 

Ths first resolution reported by said Committee was read and 
laid upon the table. 

The second resolution was then read ; Comp. Mackey moved 
to amend it by striking out all after the word resolved, and in* 
serting, 

“ That this body does not claim jurisdiction over the degree of 
Past Master, when about to be conferred on a Master elect of a 
symbolic Lodge,” which amendment was considered and agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to. 

The third resolution was then read, and, the subject having al- 
ready been acted on, it was indefinitely postponed. 

The fourth resolution was then read, considered, and agreed to. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the special 
order, which was set for this evening, being the report of the 
Committee appointed at the last triennial meeting on maimed can- 
didates. 

Comp. Tucker offered the following resolution in relation to 
this subject, viz : 

Resolved , That it is competent and masonically lawful for 
Royal Arch Chapters to confer the respective degrees of Masonry, 
within their jurisdiction, upon all candidates whose defects of bo- 
dily qualifications are not such as to prevent them from conform- 
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ing literally to what such degrees respectively required, if in other 
respects qualified. 

Comp. Mackey moved to amend the same by striking out all 
after the word resolved, and inserting, 

u That no Royal Arch Chapter should take a' candidate unless 
he be a perfect man, having no maim or defect in his body that 
may render him incapable of learning the art.” 

Comp. Gilman moved to amend the amendment, by striking 
out all after the word “ that,” and inserting , t( it is incompetent for 
Royal Arch Chapters to confer the respective degrees of Masonry 
upon candidates whose physical defects are such as to prevent them 
from conforming literally to all the requirements of those degrees;” 
which amendment was agreed to. 

The amendment as amended was then agreed to, and the reso- 
lution as amended was agreed to. 

On motion of Comp. Gould, the report from the Committee on 
Dispensations and new Chapters, this day made, was taken up, 
and the 1st, 2d, 3d, 5th, and 6th recommendations of said Com- 
mittee were adopted. 

The 4th recommendation, relative to Barrett Chapter, Illinois, 
was read, when Companion Lusk offered the followingamendment. 

Strike out all of said recommendation and insert, 

“ The Dispensation of Barrett Chapter, Rock Island, having 
been renewed subsequently to the organization of the Grand 
Chapter of Illinois, your committee recommend the following 
resolution : 

Resolved , That the Dispensation be referred to the Grand Chap- 
ter of Illinois, and that the fees of ten dollars for Charter and eight 
dollars exaltation fees paid to this Grand Chapter, be refunded to 
Barrett Chapter;” which amendment was rejected. 

The question was then taken on agreeing to said 4th recommen- 
dation, and was decided in the affirmative. 

So the whole report, as made, was agreed to. 

Comp. Lewis, from the Committee on Returns, made the fol- 
lowing report : 
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To the M. E. General Grand Chapter of the United States : 

The Committee on Returns have examined the various docu- 
ments submitted to them from the several Chapters under our im- 
mediate jurisdiction, and respectfully report ; 

That they have found them correct, except in the instances 
specially noted, but in very few cases have they found them com- 
plete. The regulations require that there should be an annual re- 
turn of officers and members, and of the work done, together with 
payment of dues, and also an abstract of their proceedings and 
their By-Laws ; and that upon the expiration of their dispensation 
it should be returned. But two or three of the Subordinates have 
fully complied with these regulations, and we should have deemed 
it our duty to have recommended SDme regulation on the subject, 
were it not that the time is rapidly drawing near when there will 
be none left to whom it can apply. 

The Grand Chapters of Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
and Arkansas, have alone notified the General Grand Chapter of 
the election of officers. 

We find the names of officers sometimes incorrectly given, such 
as Recorder, for Secretary ; and the rank of Captain of the Host, 
in repeated instances, is placed next before the Tyler, and Secre- 
tary before Treasurer. We find also, in the abstract of proceed- 
ings such improper phrases as u adjournment,’ ’ &c. 

One Chapter has not paid its dues, but as we think there is an 
explanation to the apparent default, we forbear to give the name.. 

These matters were all that we have deemed worthy of observa- 
tion, and we have not thought it necessary to enter minutely into 
detail. The committee beg to be pardoned for the remark, that we 
cannot conceive it necessary for the accomplishment of any good 
object that there should be such a Committee as that on Returns. 
Either the Committee on Charters and Dispensations must wait 
for this committee to report before they can act understand! ngly, 
and thus delay the business of the whole body, or they must do, 
what they in fact have done at this Communication, anticipate its 
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action, examine for themselves, and act upon their own informa- 
tion, so acquired, thus rendering our labors useless. 

Respectfully submitted, John E. Lewis,* Jr. 

William Field, 

Isaac Bartlett, 

Lexington, September > 17, 1853. A. O’Sullivan, 

Said report was accompanied by the following resolution, which 
was read, and agreed to : 

Resolved , That so much of the standing resolution of this 
General Grand Chapter as provides for a Committee on Returns, 
be and hereby is rescinded.” 

On motion of Companion Kopperl, 

Resolved , That the thanks of this General Grand Chapter are 
due, and are hereby tendered to Most Excellent Companion % 
Lovell, of Massachusetts, for the important services rendered by 
his able exemplification of the work in the several Chapter degrees 
before this body. 

On motion of Companion Gould, 

Resolved , That the dues received from Barrett Chapter, at Rock 
Island, Illinois, which have accrued since the formation of the 
Grand Chapter of that State, be paid over to that Grand Chapier. 

And then the General Grand Chapter was called off until Mon- 
day next, at 10 o’clock in the forenoon. 

Monday, September 19, 1853. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the Most 
Excellent General Grand High Priest. 

Companion Mackey, from the Committee on Amendments to 
the Constitution, made the following report, which was read : 

The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution respectfully 
report the following amendments, and recommend their adoption 
by the General Grand Chapter : 

lsf Amendment . 

ARTICLE I. 

Section 1. Add: “ The General Grand Chapter, at any 
regular meeting, may change the time for the next succeeding 
35 
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meeting ; and if, in the opinion of a majority of the General Grand 
Council, there shall be danger to life^or health from sickness or other 
local cause by ahy jneeting being held at the time appointed, they 
may change the time of the particular meeting to some subsequent 
time ; and in the event of such change being made, they shall im- < 
mediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, who shall 
forthwith notify the other officers and members in such manner 
as he may deem best calculated to effect the desired object.” 

2d Amendment . 

Sec. 3. Transpose the offices, General Grand Secretary and 
General Grand Treasurer, and strike out the words 6< General 
Grand Chaplain and General Grand Marshal,” and in their stead 
insert “ General Grand Captain of the Host, General Grand 
Prin. Sojourner , General Grand Royal Arch Captain, and three 
General Grand Masters of the Vails.” Also after the words “ Past 
General Grand Scribes,” insert “ Past General Grand Treasurers, 
Past General Grand Secretaries.” Also strike out ail after the 
words “ General Grand Chapter,” in the last line but one. 

3d Amendment . 

Sec. 5. Add “ special” between “a ” and “ meeting,” in 
the second line. 

4 th Amendment . 

Sec. 7. In the second paragraph, strike out all after the words 
“ twenty dollars.” 

oth Amendment . 

Sec. 9. Strike out the whole article, and instead thereof insert, 
u The only degrees recognized by this General Grand Chapter, to 
be conferred in Chapters under its jurisdiction are Mark Master, 
Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal Arch Mason, and 
no Royal Arch Mason who shall have regularly received said de- 
grees, shall be excluded from the rights of such by reason of his 
not being in possession of any other, so called, degrees.” 
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6th Amendment . 


Sec. 10. Strike out all after the words “ decline in favor of,” 
and insert “ a Past High Priest.” 

1th Amendment . 

ARTICLE II. 

Section 1. Make the offices in the State Grand Chapters con- 
form to those of the General Grand Chapter. After the words 
“ respectively preside,” strike out all down to the words “and to 
establish,” and insert “and of the Past Grand High Priests, Past 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Past Grand Kings, and Past Grand 
Scribes, of the said Grand Chapters, and the said Grand Chapters 
shall have power and authority to elect or appoint such other offi- 
cers for the management of their secular affairs.” 

8th Amendment . 

Sec. 4. In the second proviso, strike out the word “ Treasurer,” 
and insert “Secretary.” • 

9 th Amendment . 

Sec. 6. Strike out the words “ into the Treasury,” and insert 
“ over to the Grand Secretary.” 

10 th Amendment. 

Sec. 10. Strike out the words “or Lodge.” 

\\th Amendment . 

ARTICLE III. 

In the title of the article strike out the words “ or Lodges.” 

• 1 2th Amendment. 

Sec. 1. Strike out the word “Lodge,” and “or Lodge,” 
wherever they occur. 

13 th Amendment . 

Sec. 4. Strike out the whole Article. • 


Digitized by Google 



276. 

14 th Amendment . 

Sec. 5. Strike out the words “ or Lodge” wherever found. ’ 

1 5th Amendment . 

ARTICLE IV. 

Sec. 1 . Page 86, strike out lines 20 to 26 inclusive, commenc- 
ing with the words “ all the Companions,” and ending with the 
words “ as follows,” and insert, “The new High Priest is then 
solemnly bound to the performance of his duties, and the Grand 
High Priest addresses him as follows.” 

In line 30, same page,. strike out the words “ and anointed.” 

16 th Amendment . 

Sec. 3. Strike out the words “ and Lodges.” 

Sec. 4. Strike out all after the words “ this Constitution,” and 
insert “ shall not be altered or amended unless such alteration or 
amendment be proposed in writing at one regular meeting of the 
General Grand Chapter, published among the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings, and at the next regular meeting receive the approval of 
two-thirds of the members then present.” 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Albert G. Mackey, 
Charles Gilman. 

The first amendment was considered. 

Comp. Tucker moved to amend the same by so changing it as 
to read “ and if in the opinion of the General Grand High Priest, 
or in case of his death or absence of the senior General Grand Offi- 
cer which amendment was agreed to. 

The said amendment as amended vjps then agreed to, two-thirds 
voting therefor. 

The 2d amendment was then considered. 

The amendment was divided, and was taken, 

1st, on striking out the General Grand Chaplain, which was not 
agreed to. 
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2d, on striking out the General Grand Marshal, which Was 
agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

3d, on inserting General Grand Captain of the Host, which Was 
agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

4th, on inserting General Grand Prin. Sojourner, which was 
disagreed to. 

5th, on inserting General Grand Royal Arch Captain, which 
was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

6th, on making Past General Grand Treasurer and General 
Grand Secretaries, Past Grand Officers. 

Comp- Lewis moved to amend the amendment so as to make 
all the Past General Grand Officers members, which was dis- 
agreed to. 

The question recurred on the 6th division of the 2d amendment, 
which was rejected. 

Comp. Schley moved to strike out all Past General Grand Offi- 
cers of the General Grand Chapter, which was agreed to, two- 
thirds voting therefor. 

7th, on making Past Grand High Priests of State Grand Chap- 
ters voters in General Grand Chapter. 

Comp. Schley moved to amend the amendment by striking out 
the entire clause of the Constitution relating to Past Grand High 
Priests of State Grand Chapters, which was agreed to, two-thirds 
voting therefore. 

Comp. Kopperl offered the following resolution, which was con- 
sidered and agreed to by a vote of two-thirds, viz : 

Resolved , That the General Grand Chaplain be appointed by 
the Most Excellent Geiieral Grand High Priest at the commence- 
ment of each convocation of the General Grand Chapter. 

3d. Amendment of committee to insert “special ” in Art. 1st, 
Sec. 5th, which was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

4th. To strike out of 7th Sec., Art. 1st, all after the words 
“ twenty dollars,” which was considered and agreed to, two-thirds 
voting therefor. 
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5th. Strike out Sec. 9ih, of Art. 1st, and insert what is recom- 
mended by the committee. 

A division of the question was called for, and it was divided so 
os to take the question first, “ Shall (he Section be stricken out?” 
and decided in the affirmative, two thirds voting therefor. 

Second , shall the proposition of tbe committee be inserted ; and 
the same was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

6th. Amendment of committee. Sec. 10, Art. I. Amend so 
as to make it obligatory that a Past High Priest only can preside 
in the absence of the regular officers ; which was considered and 
agreed to, two-thiids voting therefor. 

7th. Art. 2, Sec. 1. Make the officers of a State Grand Chap- 
ter the same as those of the General Grand Chapter $ which was 
rejected. 

Companion Schley moved that the word “Marshal” be stricken 
out of said section, and the words “ Grand Captain of the Host, 
and Grand Royal Arch Captain,” be inserted. 

A division of the question was called for, and it was divided, 
and the question was taken, 1st, on striking out, and it was carried 
in the affirmative, two-thirds voting therefor ; 2d, on inserting, 
which was carried in the affirmative, two- thirds voting therefor. 
The other amendments proposed by the committee to said section 
were negatived. 

8th. Sec. 4, Art. 2. Strike out Treasurer and insert Secretary, 
which was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

9th. Sec. 6, same Art. Strike out “ into the Treasury,” and 
insert “ over to the Grand Secretary,” which was agreed to, two- 
thirds voting therefor. 

10th. Third line, Sec. 10. Strike out “or Lodge,” which 
was agreed to, two thirds voting therefor. 

11th. Art. 3. Strike out of heading “and Lodges,” which 
was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor, 

12th. Sec. 1, Art. 3. Strike out “ Lodge ” and “ or Lodge ” 
wherever those words occur, which was agreed .to, t,wo-thirds 
voting therefor. 
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13fh. Sec. 4, Art. 3. Strike out the entire section, which was 
adopted, two-thirds voting therefor. 

14. Sec. 5, Art. 3. Strike out “or Lodges” wherever found 
which was agreed to, two-thirds voting therefor. 

15. Amendment, Art. 4, Sec. 1. The committee propose to 
strke out lines 20 to 26 inclusive, &c., and in line 30 the words 
“and anointed,” but before any question was taken on this 
amendment, 

On motion of Companion Gould the entire section was stricken 
out, two-thirds voting therefor. 

16th. Sec. 3, of the same Art. Strike out the words “and 
Lodge,” and the words “ and Lodges,” which was agreed to, 
two-thirds voting therefor. 

17th. Sec; 4, of same Art. Strike out all after the words “ this 
constitution,” and insert what the committee propose, which was 
decided in the affirmative, by a vote of two-thirds. 

The amendments proposed by the committee, having been dis- 
posed of, 

Companion Pfister offered the following amendment to the 
General Grand Constitution, which was considered and agreed to, 
two-thirds voting therefor, viz : 

It shall not be deemed regular for any Chapter to confer the 
degrees of the Chapter upon any person, whose fixed place of 
abode is within any State in which there is a Chapter regularly es- 
tablished, expept by the consent of the Chapter nearest the place of 
residence of said applicant. 

Comp. O’Sullivan moved to amend the 2d Sec., Art. 1, by 
striking out the words “ and shall have authority to suspend the 
proceedings of such Grand Chapter,” which was rejected. 

The question was then taken on adopting this constitution as 
amended, and it was unanimously adopted, to take effect imme- 
diately after the close of this session. 

Companion Gilman from the Committee on the doings of the 
General Grand Officers, made the following report, which was 
read and agreed to, viz : 
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The Committee on the Doings of the General Grand Officers, 
ask leave to report, 

That they have attended to the duties assigned them, and have 
the satisfaction to report, that the various and sometimes delicate 
duties devolving upon those M. E . Companions, appear to have 
been faithfully, promptly, and efficiently fulfilled. The subject 
matter by them reported to the General Grand Chapter, having 
been already referred to the appropriate committees, your commit- 
tee have nothing further to recommend for action. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

C. W. Moore, 

for the Committee . 

Companion French presented his second account current with 
the General Grand Chapter, which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The General Grand Chapter was then called off until 4 o’clock 
this afternoon. 


Afternoon, 4 o'clock. 

The General Grand Chapter was called to labor by the General 
Grand High Priest. 

On motion of Companion Swigert, from the committee to which 
was referred the question, u what are the constitutional degrees?” 
That committee was discharged from the further consideration 
thereof, the constitution having been so amended as to preclude 
the necessity of any report thereon. 

The General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the further elec- 
tion of General Grand Officers, Companions Gould and Tucker 
having been appointed tellers, and completed the same by the 
el lection of 

M. E. Nathan B- Haswell, of Vermont, g. g. c. h. 

“ G. H. C. Melody, of Missouri, g. g. r. a. c. 

Companion Mackey, from the Committee on Grievances, made 
the following report : 
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The Committee on Grievances, to whom was referred the appeal 
of Ancient Chapter, No. 1, from the action of the Grand Chapter 
of the State of New York, in relation to the said Chapter, respect- 
fully report, as follows : 

The right of a Subordinate Chapter to appeal to this General 
Grand Chapter, from the decisions of its Grand Chapter, is a right 
for the declaration of which your committee have in vain searched 
in the constitutions of this General Grand Chapter — it is a right, 
for the admission of which, they can find no precedent in the pro- 
ceedings of this body — and the acknowledgment of which on the 
present occasion would be furnishing a precedent, that your com- 
mittee believe would be productive of manifold important and 
almost fatal evils in the legislation of Royal Arch Masonry. The 
phrase in the second section of the first article of the Constitution, 
which grants to the General Grand Chapter the power “ to settle 
all difficutie8 which may arise,” seems to your committee to refer 
to difficulties which may arise between State Grand Chapters, and 
not to those occurring between these bodies and their subordinates. 
And your committee are led to this conclusion, because in a pre- 
ceding part of the same section, it is asserted that this General G. 
Body “ shall have and maintain jurisdiction over all State Grand 
Chapters, and over Chapters in those States, Districts, Republics, 
or Territories which recognize this jurisdiction, and where there is 
no Grand Chapter regularly established agreeably to the pro- 
visions of this constitution — thus clearly confining the jurisdiction 
over Subordinate Chapters to those existing in States where there 
are Grand Chapters. Hence, e converso , where there is a Grand 
Chapter in a State, this Grand Body can have no jurisdiction over its 
Subordinates except so far as acquired through the Grand Chapter. 
But if there be no immediate jurisdiction, there can be no imme- 
diate right of appeal, for the right of appeal includes of necessity 
the fact of jurisdiction. Believing, therefore, that Ancient Chap- 
ter, No. I, has no right to appeal from the action of the Grand 
Chapter of the State of New York to this body, your committee 
have not felt themselves authorized to inquire into the merits of 
36 
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the questions pending between the Grand Chapter of New York 
and one of its subordinates, and ask therefore to be discharged 
from the further consideration of this subject. 

But in the course of the investigations which have led to this 
conclusion, your committee have had brought to their view, certain 
proceedings of the Grand Chapter of New York in relation to 
other matters which they think imperatively require your con- 
sideration and judication, and which proceedings they will now 
briefly detail. 

In the year 1850, and for some years previously, there was, and 
had been existing in the State of New York, a body of spurious 
Royal Arch Masons, calling itself “ Orient Chapter,” and which 
was working without any legal warrant, but deriving its authority 
from a clandestine Mason in that State, named Henry C. Atwood. 
The members consisted of persons acknowledging allegiance to the 
body styled the “ St. John's Grand Lodge,” which had been pro- 
nounced clandestine by all the Lodges of the World. In 1851, a 
Masonic union was effected between the St. John’s Grand Lodge, 
and the regular constituted Grand Lodge of New York, and all its 
adherents were declared to be Master Masons in good standing. In 
the same year, the Grand Chapter of New York received a me- 
morial from Orient Chapter, the clandestine body, to which reference 
has already been made, praying for a warrant of constitution. 
The memorial was* referred to a committee, who reported a reso- 
lution declaring that the Royal Arch Masons who were, or had 
been, officers or members of Orient Chapter, should be “ fully 
and entirely restored and healed, collectively and individually,” 
and entitled to all the rights and privileges of Royal Arch Masons, 
and that their past officers should be entitled to rank as such in the 
fraternity. A warrant of constitution was at the same time ordered 
to be issued to said Chapter. It is but justice to the representative 
of New York, now in this General Grand Chapter, and who was 
the chairman of the committee that recommended these resolutions, 
to say, that as reported by him, they contemplated the issuing of 
the warrant (t on the usual terms on which warrants are issued to 
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new Chapters,” which of course must have included the payment 
of the fee and the recommendation of the nearest Chapter. But 
this part of the report was subsequently modified, and on the 
motion of another companion, and a warrant was ordered to be 
issued free of all charge. The warrant was accordingly issued, 
and Orient Chapter is now recognized on the registry of New 
York, as a regular Chapter in good standing. 

The irregularities of which the Grand Chapter of New York has 
been guilty, appear then to be these : 

It has by a mere resolution, collectively and individually, healed, 
(or we should rather say declared to be healed, since we deny this 
summary mode of healing,) a body of clandestinely made Masons ; 
recognized all their acts and doings when clandestine, as regular, 
and granted them a warrant of constitution free of all charge, and 
without the recommendation of the nearest Chapter, in direct con- 
travention of the Constitutions of this General Grand Body, and 
all the principles of Royal Arch Masonry. We will not comment 
on these irregularities, because they must appear evident to every 
companion who shall hear a statement of the facts above detailed. 
But we cannot refrain from expressing the hope, that the Grand 
Chapter of New York will respect the opinions and feelings of its 
companions throughout the United States, who must necessarily 
censure these proceedings, and atone for the error which it inad 
vertently committed, by magnanimous acknowledgment, and by 
prompt redress. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted. 

Albert G. Mackey, 
Edward A. Raymond, 

E. G. Storer, 

' Philip T. Schley. 

Which report was accompanied by the following resolutions, 
Resolved , That the appeal of Ancient Chapter, No. 1, be dis- 
missed. * 

Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of New York be directed to 
retrace its steps in the case of Orient Chapter. 
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The first of said resolutions was read, considered and agreed to. 
The General Grand Chapter proceeded to the consideration of 
the second resolution, and the question on agreeing to the same, 
being taken by ayes and noes, resulted as follows : Ayes 24, 
Nays, 33. 


Ayes — G. G. Treasurer, E. A. Raymond, 
G. G. Marshal, N. B. Haswell, 
Grand Chapter of Vermont, - 
“ Kentucky, 

“ South Carolina, 

“ Georgia, - 

u Mississippi, 

“ Missouri, - 


1 

1 
4 
4 
4 

2 
4 
4 

24 


Noes — G. G. H. P., Robert P. Dunlap, - 
G. G. King, Willis Stewart, - 
G. G. Secretary, B. B. French, - 
Grand Chapter of Maine, 

<e Massachusetts, . 

“ Connecticut, 

“ Ohio, 

“ Georgia, - 

“ Indiana, - 

<( Illinois, - 

Michigan, 


1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

4 


33 


So the said resolution was rejected. 

Companion Lewis moved that the said report be recommitted, 
with instructions to strike therefrom all that censures the Grand 
Chapter of New York, which was decided in the negative. 

The report was then recommitted, without instructions. 
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Companion Mackey, from said committee, forthwith reported 
back the following resolution, which was considered and agreed 
to, viz : 

Resolved , That the Grand Chapter of New York cause all the 
Royal Arch Masons made illegally by Orient Chapter, to be healed 
and that they issue a new warrant to said Chapter, with the recom- 
mendation of the nearest Chapter, and the payment of the 
usual fee. 

And then the General Grand Chapter was called off until to- 
morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

• Tuesday, Sept . 20, 1853. 

The General Grand Chapter met, and was called to labor by 
the Most Excellent General Grand High Priest. 

Prayer by the Rev. General Grand Chaplain pro tem. 

Companion Schley, from the Committee on Unfinished Busi- 
ness, made the following report : 

The Committee upon Unfinished Business, report — 

That the action of this General Grand Body upon several of the 
subjects, rightfully within their sphere, leaves to them now, but 
two, upon which to express their views, # viz : “ A representative 
fund, and the permanent location of this General Grand Body. 
Concurring in the opinion as to a representative fund of several 
State Grand Chapters, as also the committee of this body at its 
last convocation, your committee believe a fepresentative fund 
necessary ; and to make its burthens and benefits equal upon all, 
they deem a per capita tax of ten cents upon each member under 
the jurisdiction of the respective State Grand and Subordinate 
Chapters, the fairest, most equal, and efficient mode of raising said 
fund. They believe that the money arising from said fund, should 
be transmitted every year in which this General Grand Body sits, 
at least one month before the day of its convening, by each and 
every Secretary of the State Grand and Subordinate Chapters to 
the General Grand Secretary, and become an integral part of the 
General Grand Treasury. Your committee are of opinion, that 
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the General Grand Officers, and representatives of Grand and 
Subordinate Chapters in this body, should be paid* out of the 
General Grand Treasury, their, and each of their, actual, neces- 
sary travelling and other expenses, to, at, and returning home from 
the sessions of this General Grand Body. The accounts to be 
rendered by each officer and delegate, on the faith of a Royal 
Arch Mason, to, and be paid by, the General Grand Treasurer, a 
receipt for which, shall be a sufficient voucher to that officer. 

Philip T. Schley, 

S. W. Robinson, 

A. B. Thompson, 

E. G. Storer, 

W. R. Lackey. 

Which report was accompanied by the following resolutions: 

Resolved , That a representative fund be, and is hereby estab- 
lished, by this General Grand Chapter, to be raised by the several 
State Grand Chapters, and subordinate Chapters under their juris- 
diction, by a per capita tax of ten cents, upon each and every 
member, returned to and under the jurisdiction of said Chapters; 
and that said tax be remitted to the General Grand Secretary, by 
each and every Secretary of said Chapters, at least one month 
before the day of the triennial meeting of this General Grand 
Chapter. 

Resolved , That said tax, wtoen so received by the General 
Grand Secretary, shall be paid over by him to the General Grand 
Treasurer, and become an integral part of the General Grand 
Treasury. 

Resolved, That the General Grand Officers, and representatives 
of Grand Chapters and subordinate ones, in this General Grand 
Chapter, shall be paid their, and each of their actual, necessary, 
expenses incurred, in coming to, remaining at, and returning 
home, from the triennial meetings of this General Grand Chapter. 
Caculadng their travelling expenses as by the nearest practical 
public travelling route, coming and returning. 


Digitized by Google 



287 


Resolved, That the account of said expenses made out by the 
officer or delegate, on the faith of a Royal Arch Mason, and re- 
ceipted by him, shall be a sufficient voucher to the General Grand 
Treasurer of such payment. 

The first of said resolutions was amended by striking out “ ten’* 
and inserting “ twenty.” 

The question then recurred on the adoption of said resolutions, 
and was decided in the negative, ayes— 16, noes — 46. 

The yeas and nays being ordered, were as follows : 


Ayes. — G. G. High Priest, 

G. G. Secretary, - 
G. G. Marshal, - 
P. G. G. Scribe, 

Grand Chapter of Maine, - 
“ Maryland, 

“ Georgia,. - 

San Francisco Chapter, 


1 

l 

1 

4 

4 

4 

1 

16 


Nays — G. G. King, * 

G. G. Treasurer, - * •• 

Grand Chapter of New Hampshire, 


<( 

Rhode Island^ 

ce 

Connecticut, 

i( 

Kentucky, 

a 

South Carolina 

C€ 

Alabama, - 

<< 

Indiana, - 

U 

Illinois, - 

a 

Mississippi, 

€6 

Missouri, - 

it 

Michigan, 


1 

1 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

4 

46 
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Companion Schley, of Georgia, from the committee appointed 
to consider the permanent location of the sessions of the General 
Grand Chapter, reported that 

The permanent location of the sessions of this General Grand 
Body, is a subject so fraught with difficulties, that at this late 
period of this session your committee deem any action upon it, 
would be quite unsatisfactory to many of the State Grand Chap- 
ters, and therefore recommend that the same be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Which report was agreed to, and the subject indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Companion Raymond from the committee to which was re- 
ferred the subject of the next place of meeting, made the follow- 
ing report, viz : 

The committee to whom was referred the next place of meeting 
for this General Grand Chapter, respectfully recommend that the 
next triennial communication of the General Grand Chapter of the 
United States, be held in the City of Hartford, in the State of 
Connecticut, in September, 1856. 

Which report was considered and agreed to. 

Companion Hubbard from the Committee on Finance made 
the following report, which was read, considered, and agreed 
to, viz : 

The Committee on Finance ask leave to make this their ad- 
ditional report — 

That since their last report there has been referred to them, the 
account of the General Grand Secretary, commencing on the 13th 


instant and ending 14th, inclusive as follows : 

Total amount of monies received, - - - - $115 00 

Amount paid for stationery, - - - - $0 77 

Amount paid C. W. Moore for advertising, - 2 00 

Amount paid Masonic Union, - - - 1 50 

Amount paid G. G. Treasurer, - - * 110 73 

$115 00 
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For all which correct vouchers accompany said statement, 
which account accompanies this report. 

Your Committee have also had under consideration the subject 
matter of allowances to the General Grand Officers, of suitable 
sums to cover expenses attending the session, and have agreed to 
recommend for adoption the following resolution : 

Resolved , That there be allowed and paid to 
R. P. Dunlap, M. E. G. G. H. Priest, and inclusive of 


postage accounts, - - - - - $125 00 

Willis Stewart, M. E. G. G. King, - - - 25 00 

13. 13. French, M. E. G. G. Secretary, inclusive of 

half expenses for this session ... 250 00 

E. A. Raymond, M. E. G. G. Treasurer, - - 50 00 

N. B. Hasweli, M. E. G. G. Marshal, - 100 00 

Wm. H. Forsyth, M. E. G. G. Prelate, pro tem , - 15 00 

P. Swigert, assistant to G. G. Secretary, - - 15 00 

Administrator of estate of M. E. Jos. K. Stapleton, 

late D. G. G. H. P., for back expenses, - 7 50 

D. D. Richardson, E. G. G. Guard, - 20 00 

, Assistant Marshal, - 10 00 


All of which is respectfully submitted, W. B. Hubbard, 

E. S. Barnum, 

A. B. Thompson, 

A. P. Pfister, 

On motion of Companion Cunningham, 

Resolved , That in addition to the allowance already made to 
our Most Excellent General Grand Prelate , pro tem., Forsyth, the 
sum of fen dollars be made, so that the whole sum allowed him 
be twenty-five dollars. 

Companion Kopperl offered the following resolution : 

Whereas, this General Grand Chapter have been unable to 
adopt any particular mode of work on the several Chapter Degrees 
for the purpose of promoting uniformity of work in all the Chap- 
ters under this jurisdiction, therefore, 

37 
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Resolved, That the Grand Chapters under this jurisdiction be 
severally requested to appoint a delegate to meet in convention, on 
the 2d Monday of May, 1855, in the City of Baltimore, for the 
purpose of revising and agreeing upon a mode of work, to be re- 
commended to each of the Grand Chapters under this jurisdiction, 
to be by them considered, and if approved, adopted as the work of 
their respective Chapters, and by that means obtain a uniform 
mode of work in all the Chapters under this jurisdiction ; and 
that said Grand Chapters express their sentiments on this subject 
at the next triennial communication of this General Grand Chap- 
ter, through their representatives. 

Which resolution was laid upon the table. 

On motion, the General Grand Chapter then proceeded to the 
installation of the General Grand Officers elect. 

The Most Excellent and Hon. Robert P. Dunlap was installed 
by the Most Excellent Willis Stewart, Deputy General Grand 
High Priest. 

The other officers were then installed by the General Grand 
High Priest, and proclamation was made by the General Grand 
Captain of the Host according to ancient form. 

On motion of Companion Gilman, 

Resolved, That the General Grand Treasurer be authorized and 
directed to procure suitable collars and jewels for those of the 
General Grand Officers, for whom none have been procured. 

Companion Gilman, from the committee to which was referred 
so much of the address of the Most Excellent General Grand High 
Priest, as alludes to the death of our late Most Excellent Com- 
panion Joseph K. Stapleton, made the following report, accom- 
panied by a resolution, which was read, considered, and unani- 
mously agreed to, viz. : 

The committee, to whom was referred the subject of the death 
of our late M. E. Companion, Joseph K. Stapleton, beg leave to 
report the following resolution : 

Resolved, That this General Grand Body has learnt, with deep 
regret, that our Most Excellent Companion, Joseph K. Stapleton, 
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late Deputy General Grand High Priest, has, since our last com- 
munication, departed this life. In this dispensation of Providence 
our Order has lost one of its firmest friends, most zealous suppor- 
ters, and most tried and faithful servants. 

Resolved , That this Body sincerely sympathize with the family 
of our departed Companion, in this affliction, and that an engrossed 
copy of these resolutions, under the seal of this Body, be trans- 
mitted to them by the General Grand Secretary. 

Charles Gilman, 
Charles W. Moore, 

Wm. T. Gould, 

A. V. Rowe, 

Committee. 

On motion of Companion Mackey, Resolved unanimously, 
that the thanks of this General Grand Chapter be returned to 
Most Excellent Companion, R. P. Dunlap, General Grand High 
Priest, for the ability and urbanity with which he has discharged 
the duties of a presiding officer, during the present session of this 
Body. 

The General Grand High Priest then rose and addressed the 
General Grand Chapter in a most eloquent and feeling manner. 

On motion of Companion O’Sullivan, the Free Masons fare- 
well was then sung by the Companions present, and the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States was closed in harmony, to 
assemble again at Hartford, in the State of Connecticut, on the 
second Tuesday of September, in the year of Our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-si^. 

Attest, B. B. FRENCH, 

Gr. G. Secretary . 

\ 
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CONSTITUTION OP THE GENERAL GRAND CHAPTER OF ROYAL 
ARCH MASONS FOR THE UNITED STATES OP AMERICA, 

As amended at the Triennial Meeting, begun and held in the City of Lexington , 
State of Kentucky, on Tuesday, September 13 , 1853 , and of the Order , 2387 . 


CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE I. 

Of the General Grand Chapter . 

Section 1 . There shall be a General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for the United States of America, which shall be 
holden triennially, on the second Tuesday in September, at such 
place as shall from time to time be designated for that purpose, and 
at which time the General Grand Officers shall be elected by ballot, 
and installed, except the General Grand Chaplain, who shall be 
appointed by the General Grand High Priest at the commence- 
ment of each convocation of the General Grand Chapter. 

The General Grand Chapter, at any regular meeting, may 
change the time for the next succeeding meeting ; and if, in the 
opinion of the General Grand High Priest, or, in case of his death 
or absence, of the senior General Grand officer, there shall be 
danger to life or health, from sickness, or other local cause, by any 
meeting being held at the time appointed, he may change the time 
of the particular meeting to some subsequent time. And, in the 
event of such change being made, he shall immediately notify the 
General Grand Secretary thereof, who shall forthwith notify the 
other officers and members in such manner as he may deem best 
calculated to effect the desired object. 
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Sec. 2. The General Grand Chapter shall have and maintain 
jurisdiction over all State Grand Chapters, ‘and over Chapters in 
those States, Districts, Republics, or Territories, which recognize 
this jurisdiction, and where there is no Grand Chapter regularly 
established, agreeably to the provisions of this Constitution ; and 
shall have authority to suspend the proceedings of such State 
Grand Chapters, and such Chapters in States where there is no 
Grand Chapter, as may knowingly violate any of the provisions 
of this Constitution ; to settle all difficulties which may arise, and 
to give such advice and instruction as may seem most conducive to 
their peace, and to the advancement of the great cause of benevo- 
lence and virtue. 

Sec. 3. The officers of the General Grand Chapter shall con- 
sist of a General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand High 
Priest, General Grand King, General Grand Scribe, General Grand 
Treasurer, General Grand Secretary, General Grand Chaplain, 
General Grand Captain of the Host, and General Grand Royal 
Arch Captain, these together with the first four officers of every 
State Grand Chapter under this jurisdiction, or the proxies of the 
first four General Grand Officers, and of the first four officers of 
each State Grand Chapter aforesaid, shall compose the General 
Grand Chapter : Provided , That any Chapter under this jurisdic- 
tion, in any State, District, or Territory, where there is no Grand 
Chapter duly established, shall have a right to appear by its first 
three officers, or any one or two of them ; which officers shall 
collectively have one vote. 

Sec. 4. On all questions to be decided by the General Grand 
Chapter, each State Grand Chapter shall be entitled to four voles 
by its representative or representatives. 

The General Grand Officers when present, shall each have one 
vote. And no General Grand Officer shall be allowed to take a 
seat in the General Grand Chapter, as the representative of any 
State Grand Chapter— nor shall any member of the General 
Grand Chapter be permitted to vote as proxy, while the person 
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giving the proxy is present — nor shall any person be admitted into 
the General Grand Chapter as the representative of more than one 
State Grand Chapter at one and the same time. 

Sec. 5. The General Grand High Priest and Deputy General 
Grand High Priest, shall have authority to call a special meeting of 
the General Grand Chapter, whenever they may consider it expe- 
dient or necessary; and it shall be their duty so to do, when properly 
requested by a majority of the State Grand Chapters, of which 
four months notice shall be given of the time and place of meeting. 

Sec. 6. The General Grand High Priest, Deputy General Grand 
High Priest, General Grand King, and General Grand Scribe, 
shall severally have power and authority to grant Dispensations, for 
a limited length of time, for new Royal Arch Chapters and Lodges 
of the appendant Orders, in any State, Country, Republic, or 
.Territory, in which there is not a Grand Chapter regularly estab- 
lished, when, in their opinion, the good of the Craft may require 
the same ; which term of time shall in no case extend beyond the 
time of the next Triennial Meeting of the General Grand Chapter; 
but no new Chapter shall be established in any State, Country, 
Republic, or Territory, where there is a Chapter, within a reason- 
able distance, under the jurisdiction of this General Grand Chapter, 
without the approbation of the Chapter nearest to the place where 
said new Chapter is proposed to be located ; and in all cases of 
such Dispensation, the officer who may grant the Same, shall im- 
mediately notify the General Grand Secretary thereof, and make 
report of the same at the next Triennial Meeting of this General 
Grand Chapter, when the General Grand Chapter may grant the 
said Chapter a Charter. 

Sec. 7. The fees for instituting a new Royal Arch Chapter with 
subordinate degrees, shall be ninety dollars, and no more ; and no 
credit shall be given for Dispensations or Charters, or for conferring 
the degrees, in any Chapter or Lodge under this jurisdiction. And 
every Chapter holden by Dispensation or Charter under this juris- 
diction, shall pay into the treasury of the General Grand Chapter, 
the sum of two dollars for each Companion therein exalted, until 


Digitized by Google 



295 


such time as a Grand Chapter shall be regularly established in the 
State, Country, Republic, or Territory in which such subordinate 
Chapter is located. The Secretary shall be paid by the petitioners 
ten dollars for his services in furnishing the Charter. 

The fees in the several Stales for conferring the several degrees 
of Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal 
Arch Mason, shall not be less than twenty dollars. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the General Grand High Priest, 
Deputy General Grand High Priest, General Grand King, and 
General Grand Scribe, to improve and perfect themselves in the 
sublime Arts, and work of Mark Masters, Past Masters, Most Ex- 
cellent Masters, and Royal Arch Masons ; to make themselves 
Masters of the several Masonic Lectures, and ancient charges, to 
consult with each other, and with the Grand, and Deputy Grand 
High Priests, Kings and Scribes of the several State Grand Chap- 
ters aforesaid, for the purpose of adopting measures suitable and 
proper for diffusing a knowledge of the said Lectures and Charges. 
And the better to accomplish this laudable object, the aforesaid of- 
ficers are hereby severally authorized and empowered to visit and 
preside in any Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and Lodge of Most 
Excellent Master, Mark, and Past Master Masons throughout the 
said States, and to give such instructions and directions as the good 
of the Fraternity may require ; always adhering to the ancient 
landmarks of the Order. 

Sec. 9. The only degrees recognized by this General Grand 
Chapter, to be conferred in Chapters under its jurisdiction, are 
Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Magter, and Royal 
Arch Mason. And no Royal Arch Mason who shall have regu- 
larly received said degrees, shall be excluded from the rights of 
such, by reason of his not being in possession of any other, so 
called, degrees. 

Sec. 10. In all cases of the absence of an officer from an}' body 
of Masons, instituted or holden by virtue of this Constitution, the 
officer next in rank shall occupy his place : unless through courtesy, 
or for other reasons he should decline in favor of a Past High Priest. 
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Sec. 11. In every Chapter and Lodge under this jurisdiction, 
all questions, (except the admission of members or candidates, 
which shall require an unanimous ballot,) shall be considered and 
determined in such way and manner, as such Chapters and 
Lodges, may, all cirnunstances considered, find most conducive to 
their harmony and permanent prosperity : Provided , They do not in 
any case interfere with, or infringe on the regulations of the Gene- 
ral Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 12. The General Grand Secretary of the General Grand 
Chapter shall have and keep a seal, which shall be affixed to all 
his communications. 

Sec. 13. Should any casualty, at any time hereafter, prevent 
the triennial election of officers, the several officers shall retain their 
respective offices until successors are duly elected and qualified. 

ARTICLE II. 

Of Mate Grand Chapters. 

Section 1. The State Grand Chapters shall severally consist of 
a Grand High Priest, Deputy Garnd High Priest, Grand King, 
Grand Scribe, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Chaplain, 
Grand Captain of the Host ; and likewise, of the High Priests, 
Kings and Scribes, for the time being, of the several Chapters over 
which they shall respectively preside, and of the Past Grand and 
Deputy Grand High Priests, Kings, and Scribes, of the said Grand 
Chapters ; and the said Grand Chapters shall have full power and 
authority to elect such other officers, and to establish such rules 
and regulations, as they shall, from time to time, consider neces- 
sary and proper : Provided , such regulations do not in any way 
interfere with the provisions of this Constitution. 

Sec. 2. The State Grand Chapters shall severally be holden 
once in every year, and oftener if they may consider it expedient 
or necessary, at such time and place as they shall respectively 
direct; and, at their annual meetings, the constitutional officers 
shall be elected, or appointed in such manner as shall be provided 
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for by their rules and regulations, and installed into their respective 
offices • and the Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, respectively, 
for the time being, may call special meetings, to be holden at such 
times and places as they may think proper. 

Sec. 3. The several State Grand Chapters shall have the sole 
government and superintendence of the several Royal Arch Chap- 
ters, and Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, 
within their respective jurisdictions, to assign their limits, and 
to settle the controversies that may happen between them ; and 
shall have power, under their respective seals and the signs 
manual of their respective Grand, or Deputy Grand High Priests, 
Kings, and Scribes, attested by their respective Grand Secre- 
taries, to constitute new Chapters of Royal Arch Masons, 
within their respective jurisdictions; but their jurisdictions shall in 
no case be construed to extend beyond the limits of the State, ex- 
cept by consent of the General Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 4. The Grand, and Deputy Grand High Priests, severally, 
shall have the power and authority, whenever they shall deem it 
expedient, during the recess of the Grand Chapter of which they 
are officers, to grant letters of Dispensation, under their respective 
hands and private seals, to a competent number of petitioners, 
possessing the qualifications required by the Tth Section of the 2d 
Arcticle of this Constitution, empowering them to open a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, for a certain specified term of time : Pro- 
vided, That the said term of time shall not extend beyond the 
next meeting of the Grand Chapter of the State in which such 
Dispensation shall be granted : And provided further , That the 
same fees as are required by this Constitution for Charters, shall 
be first deposited in the hands of the Grand Secretary. And in all 
cases of such Dispensation, the officers who may grant the same, 
shall make report thereof at the next stated meeting of the Grand 
Chapter of his jurisdiction, when the said Grand Chapter may 
either continue or recall the said Dispensation, or may grant the 
petitioners a Charter of Constitution. And in case such Charter 

shall be granted, the fees first deposited shall be credited in pay- 
88 
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mentfor the same; but if a Charter should not be granted, nor 
the Dispensation continued, the said fees shall be refunded to the 
petitioners, excepting only such part thereof as shall have been 
actually expended by means of their application. 

Sec. 5. No Dispensation or Charter shall be granted for insti- 
tuting Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, or Mark Masters, indepen- 
dent of a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons. 

Sec. 6. The Grand Chapters shall have power, severally, to 
require from the several Chapters under their respective jurisdic- 
tions, such reasonable proportion of sums received by them for the 
exaltation or advancement of candidates, and such certain annual 
sums from their respective members, as by their ordinances or re- 
gulations shall be appointed ; all Which said sums or dues shall be 
made good and paid annually by the said Chapters, respectively, 
over to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter under which they 
hold their authority, on or before the first day of the respective an- 
nual meetings of the several Grand Chapters. 

Sec. 7. No Dispensation or Charter for the institution of a new 
Chapter Of Royal Arch Masons shall be granted, except upon the 
petition of nine regular Royal Arch Masons ; which petition shall 
be accompanied with a certificate from the Chapter nearest to the 
place where the new Chapter is intended to be opened, vouching 
for the moral character and Masonic abilities of the petitioners, 
and recommending that a Dispensation or Charter be granted them. 

Sec. 8. The Grand Secretaries of the State Grand Chapters 
shall, severally, make an annual communication to each other, 
and also to the Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, contain- 
ing a list of Grand Officers, and all such other matters as may be 
deemed necessary for the mutual benefit and information of the 
said Grand Chapters. And the said Grand Secretaries shall also 
regularly transmit to the Secretary of the General Grand Chapter, 
a copy of all their By-Laws and regulations ; and also a copy of 
their proceedings, annually, to each of the officers of the General 
Grand Chapter ; and the State Grand Chapters shall see that their 
Secretaries faithfully and punctually perform this duty. 
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Sec. 9. Whenever there shall have been three Chapters regu- 
larly instituted and consecrated in any State, Country, Republic* 
or Territory, by virtue of authority derived from this Constitution, 
a Grand Chapter shall be established, so soon as convenience and 
propriety may dictate : Provided , that the approbation of one of 
the first four officers of the General Grand Chapter be first obtained* 
And said Grand Chapters, by their regular officers, shall assemble 
in some suitable place, elect their officers, and make such rules and 
regulations for their government as may be necessary — not incon- 
sistent with the regulations of the General Grand Chapter. 

Sec. 10. No person shall be permitted to take a seat in any State 
Grand Chapter, as the representative of more than one Chapter ; 
nor unless he is a member of a subordinate Chapter under that 
jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE III. 

Of the Subordinate Chapters . 

Section 1. Every Chapter of Royal Arch Masons throughout 
this jurisdiction shall have a Dispensation, as is provided in sec- 
tion 6th, of the first article, or section 4th, of the second article of 
this Constitution, or a Charter from the General Grand Chapter, 
or from some Grand Chapter under the jurisdiction of the General 
Grand Chapter ; and no Chapter shall be deemed legal without 
such Dispensation or Charter ; and Masonic communication, both 
public and private, is hereby interdicted and forbidden, between 
any Chapter or any member of it, and any Chapter, or assembly 
that may be so illegally formed, opened, or holden, without such 
Charter, or any or either of their members, or any person exalted 
or advanced in such illegal Chapter. But nothing in this section 
shall be construed to affect any Chapter which was established 
before the adoption of the Grand Royal Arch Constitution, at 
Hartford, on the 27th day of January, A. D., 1798. 

Sec. 2. Whenever a Charter is issued for instituting a Chapter 
of Royal Arch Masons, with a power in said Charter to open and 
hold Lodges of Most Excellent, Past, and Mark Master Masons, 
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the High Priest, King, and Scribe, for the time being, of such 
Chapter, shall be the Master and Wardens in said Lodges, accord- 
ing to seniority. 

Sec. 3. It is incumbent on the High Priest of every Chapter, 
as appertaining to his office, duty and dignity, to see that the By- 
Laws of his Chapter, as well as the Constitution of the General 
Grand Chapter, and the regulations of the Grand Chapter, be duly 
observed ; that all his subordinate officers perform the duties of 
their respective stations faithfully, and are examples of diligence 
and industry to their companions ; that true and exact records be 
kept of all the proceedings of the Chapter, by the Secretary ; that 
• the Treasurer keep and render exact and just accounts of all the 
moneys belonging to the Chapter ; that regular returns be made 
by the Secretary annually to the Grand Chapter, of the admission 
of all candidates or members ; and that the annual dues to the Grand 
Chapter be regularly and punctually paid. The Charter of his 
Chapter is committed to his special care and charge. He has the 
right and authority of calling his Chapter at pleasure, upon any 
emergency or occurrence which in his judgment may require their 
meeting, and he is to fill the chair when present. It is likewise 
his duty, together with his King and Scribe, to attend the regular 
and special meetings of the Grand Chapter, either in person or by 
proxy. 

Sec. 4. No person having been a member of a Chapter shall 
be admitted a member of any other Chapter under this jurisdic- 
tion, until he shall have produced a certificate from the Chapter to 
which he last belonged, that he was in regular standing, and as 
such, at his own request, is dismissed and recommended. 

Sec. 5. That any worthy companion, from without the juris- 
diction of the United States, who may present himself as a Royal 
Arch Mason, and produce satisfactory evidence of his having re- 
ceived that degree, that each and every Chapter under the juris- 
diction of this General Grand Chapter have liberty, and they are 
hereby authorized, to confer the degrees of Mark Master, Past 
Master, and Most Excellent Master, on such companions, (who 
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have not heretofore received them,) to the end that they may be 
healed and thereby become regular Royal Arch Masons, free of 
charge. 

Sec. 6. That the Subordinate Chapter so conferring said de- 
grees, shall be exempt from paying any dues therefor. 

Sec. 7 It shall not be deemed regular for any Chapter to confer 
the degrees of the Chapter upon any person whose fixed place of 
abode is within any other State, in which there is a Chapter regu- 
larly established, except by the consent of the Chapter nearest the 
place of residence of said applicant. 

Miscellaneous. 

Sec. 1. Whenever it shall be inconvenient for the General 
Grand Officers, or the Grand or Deputy Grand High Priests, res- 
pectively, to attend in person, to constitute a new Chapter, and 
instal the Officers, they shall, severally, have power and authority 
to appoint some worthy High Priest, or Past High Priest, to per- 
form the necessary ceremonies. 

Sec. 2. The Officers of every Chapter under this jurisdiction 
before they enter upon the exercise of their respective Offices, and 
also the members of all such Chapters, and every candidate upon 
his admission into the same, shall take the following obligation, 
viz: “I, A. B., do promise and swear, that I will support and 
maintain the Constitution of the General Grand Chapter of Royal 
Arch Masons, for the United States of America.” 

Sec. 3. This Constitution shall not be altered or amended, un- 
less such alteration or amendment be proposed in writing at one 
regular meeting of the General Grand Chapter, published among 
the minutes of the proceedings, and at the next regular meeting 
receive the approval of two-thirds of the members then present. 

I hereby certify , that the foregoing is a true copy of the Con- 
stitution of the General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons for 
the United States of America. 
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In testimony whereof, I have caused the Seal of the General 
Grand Chapter be hereunto affixed. 

Dated at the City of Washington, this 27th day of September, 
1 853, and the year of the Order, 2387. 

B. B. FRENCH, 

G. Cr. Secretary. 

It S. 
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California. — San Francisco C., at San Francisco, 44 181, 259,271 


44 Sacramento Chapter, at Sacramento, 44 259, 271 

44 Sonora Chapter, at Sonora, 44 259, 271 

Florida. — St. Augustine Chapter, at St. Augustine, 
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Mississippi. — Vicksburg Chapter, at Vickburg, established, 111 

44 Jackson Chapter, at Jackson, 44 133 

44 Wilson Chapter, at Holly Springs, 44 145 

44 Carrollton Chapter, at Carrollton, 41 145 

44 Yazoo Chapter, at Yazoo, 44 145 

44 Natchez Chapter, new charter to 156 

44 Carrollton Chapter, new charter recommended, 157 

44 44 44 44 ordered to issue, 164 

Missouri. — Missouri Chapter, M. Territory, established 66 
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44 Union Chapter, at Newark, established 181, 187 

44 Newark Chapter, at "Newark, 44 * 181, 187, 242 

44 44 44 merged in Union Chapter, 259, 271 

North Carolina. — Phenix Chapter, at Fayetteville, established, 46 

' 44 Concord Chapter, at Wilmington, 46 
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Texas. — $an Felipe de Austin Chapter, at San Felipe 
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Brenhan Chapter, at Brenhan, “ 181, 187 
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Rising Star Chapter, at St. Augustine, “ 182, 202 
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Circular Letter of first Convention, 61 
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Constitution, &c. 

Committed appointed to consider what alterations necessary 

relative to funds, 104 

Committee appointed to revise and amend, and report at next 
meeting, 106 

Report Upon— Treasurer to receive and 
keep moneys, 109 

Adopted, 109 

Amendments proposed by G. G. Secretary Gilman and 

adopted, 124 
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Proposition to amend by making Past G. Treasurers and 

Secretaries members, 236 
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Copyright of Constitution vested in T. S. Webb, 87 
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Death of Edward Livingston, 103, 105 

of T. B. Van Vechten, ’ 107 

Degrees not recognized by Constitution, not to be conferred, 82 

Honorary not to be conferred, 149 

Resolution fixing what are regular degrees, indefinitely postponed, 212 
Constitutional, what are they ? committee to consider, 245 

Committee discharged, 280 

Deputy Grand Chapters to be organized, 12 
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Deputy General Grand High Priest vested with full powers, 48 
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Second 44 139—144 
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Report on Representative fund, 207 — 212 
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Gilman, Charles, vote of thanks to, &c. 

Grand Officers, allowances to 

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Northern States established, 

Name changed to General Grand Chapter of U. S., 
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Revolution, 286 
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Harrington T. Douglass, letter from to Comp. J. L. Lewis, relative to 


R. A. Masonry, 

244 
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256 

Comp. Stewart’s report upon, 

260 

consideration of, and action on, 
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Jewel of gold to be presented to P. G. G. H. P. Dean, 166 

Jewels, aprons, &c., ordered for G. G. Chapter, 136 

Furnished, 144 

Approved, and thanks to G. G. Treasurer. 168 

Further jewels ordered, 290 

Jurisprudence, report of committee on 260 
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Kentucky, Grand Chapter of admitted, 52 
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Lafayette Chapter, E. Berkshire, Yt., communication from, 186 
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Lehman, Comp. C. D., appeal from Grand Chapter of La., 131 
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44 44 at Orange, N. J., 46 
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Lynde, John H. death of announced, 51 

Maimed M. Mason, can he be a Royal Arch Mason ? 186 

Report upon, 197 

Resolution respecting and Committee, 204 

Report upon, 246 — 253 

Resolutions relative to, reported, 260, 261 


Digitized by boogie 



$11 


Maimed M. Mason, &c., 

Resolutions disposed of, 270 

Definite action upon, 271 

Maine, Grand Chapter of recognized, 76 

Maryland and District of Columbia, G. Chapter of, Committee appointed 
to confer as to, 46 

Report of committee, 45 

adopted, - 46 

Grand Chapter of admitted, 46 

District of Columbia severed from Maryland, 61 

restored to 111, 121 

Masonry, Free, interesting view of ancient landmarks, &c,, by Comp. 

Tucker, 246—253 

Meetings — * 

First of Convention, 1797 6 

Second of 44 1798 8 

First of Grand Chapter, 1798 17 

Second of 44 1799 18 

Third of “ 1806 85 

Fourth of General Grand Chapter, (special) 1816 41 

Fifth of 44 1819 49 

Sixth of 44 1826 57 

Seventh of 41 1829 83 

Eighth of 44 1832 92 

Ninth of 44 * 1885 ' 97 

Tenth of 44 1838 102 

Eleventh of 4 * 1841 107 

Twelfth of 44 1844 112 

Thirteenth of 44 1847 136 

Fourteenth of 44 1850 168 

Fifteenth of 44 1858 228 

Meetings to be biennial, 12 

septennial, 21 

triennial, 82 

proposition to have a permanent place of, 199, 202 

Reported against and subject indefinitely post* 
poned, 288 

Meeting, fourth, in 1816, special, in oonsequence of omission to meet, 

declared le^al, 48 

Resolution proposing a meeting in the City of Washington, 2d 

Wednesday of February, 1823, 55 
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[This resolution was not acted upon, but a vote was afterwards passed 
that the next septennial meeting he held in New York.] 

Michigan, Grand Chapter in authorized, 184 

Mississippi, Grand Chapter of formed, 146 

Missouri, Grand Chapter of recognized, 153 

Chapters under, to pay certain dues to General 
Grand Chapter, 161 

Natchez Chapter, leave to draw on G. G. Treasurer, 167 

New Hampshire, Grand Chapter of, ordered to be recognized, 64 

Recognized, 76 

New Jersey, report against formation of Grand Chapter in, 53 

Grand Chapter established in 72, 76 

New York, resolutions of Grand Chapter of, presented by Companion 

Lewis, 237—241 

Grievances, as to Ancient and Orient Chapters, &c. 281 — 283, 285 
North Carolina, statement of General Grand Secretary, relative to 

Grand Chapter of, 141 

Report on, recommending recognition on certain conditions, 155 
Officers elected for first meeting of Grand Chapter, 16 

44 44 at first meeting of 44 44 81 

44 44 at second meeting of “ 44 34 

11 14 at third meeting of 41 „ 44 38 

44 44 at fourth meeting of General Grand Chapter, 47 

44 44 at fifth meeting of 44 44 44 64 

41 44 at sixth meeting of 44 44 44 75 

44 44 at seventh meeting of 44 44 44 90 

44 44 at eighth meeting of 44 44 44 95 

44 44 at ninth meeting of 44 44 44 100 

44 44 at tenth meeting of 44 44 44 1 05, 106 

44 44 at eleventh meeting of 44 44 44 110 

44 44 at twelfth meeting of 44 44 44 123 

44 44 at thirteenth meeting of 44 44 44 158 

44 44 at fourteenth meeting of 44 44 44 -192 

44 44 at fifteenth meeting of 44 44 44 245, 280 

Officers, first four, to grant Dispensations in any country, &c., 82 

Ohio, Grand Chapeer of admitted, 62 

Opening of 14th meeting in ample form, 169 

Order, rules of, first adopted, 20 
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Past Master’s degree, resolution reported relative to conferring of, 26® 

Action upon, 270 

Petition for a Chapter at Charleston, S. C., prayer refused, 37 

Prezriminski, Charles R., High Priest, expulsion of, by Jackson Chapter, 

Mississippi, 118, 119 

Declared un-masonic, 138 

Returns, Report of Committee on and Committee abolished, 278 

Royal Arch regalia for G. G. Chapter ordered, 136 

furnished, 144 

Royal and Seleot Masters, recommendation to place degrees of, under the 
Grand Chapters, 90 

Report made upon, 132 

Acted upon, . . , 133 

Conferring degrees of, 134 

Proposition to form a General Grand Council of, ,176 

Reported inexpedient, 212 

Companion Mackey’s resolution respecting 241 

Report upon and resolution, 268 — 265 

Resolutions agreed to, 266 

Rules and Orders, Committee appointed to prepare, 177 

Report upon 180 

Salaries to General Grand Officers proposed, 185 

Seal of General Grand Chapter ordered, 37 

Secretaries, Grand and General Grand, elected. 

William Woart, 16, 18, 35 

Otis Ammidon, 38 

John Abbott, 47, 65 

Lebbeus Chapman, 76, 90 

Jonathan Nye, 95 

declined, 96 

James Herring, elected, 96 

Charles Gilman, “ 101, 106, 110, 123, 158 

Benj. B. French, “ 192, ?45 

Secretary, G. G. to make digest of Conununications received, , 111 

to open a correspondence relative to G, Chapter of 

Mississippi and Vicksburg Chapter, 112 

First Digest of communications, 114 — 119 

Digest referred to Committees, 119 

Digest referred to eight Committees, 147 

to make a register of Chapters, 12(k 

40 
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Secretary G. G., second digest of communications, ^ 139 

Digest referred to eight committees, 117 

Report of, relative to performance of special duties, 

Grand Chapter of Texas, &c., 164 

Triennial report of 1850, 169 

Report of Committee upon, 4 177 — 179 

^ Triennial report of 1863, 220 — 232 

Report upon, 287 

Stapleton, Jos. K. Resolutions respecting death of 290 

Suspension or expulsion in a Lodge sufficient to forbid sitting in a 

Chapter, 200 

Tennessee, Grand Chapter established in, 76 

Texas, report of Committee relative to Grand Chapter of, 126 

Report of another Committee “ “ 162 

Report of General Grand Secretary concerning, 171 

Difficulties in, settled, (G. G. King’s report,) 183 

Grand Chapter of authorized, 238 

Treasurer, General Grand, resolution reported to give security, , 194 

Resolution to invest money of G. G. Chapter, 194 

Resolutions adopted, 200 

Vermont, Grand Chapter of recognized, <j$, 181 

Vicksburg Chapter, Miss., communication received from, 112 

$100 refunded to, 167 

Voting, G. G. H. P. decides that a G. G. Officer, also being a State 

Grand Officer, is entitled to two votes, 77 

Decision sustained on appeal, 78 


Washington Chapter, Newark, N. J., matter of referred to G. G. H. P. 
Report nothing done, 

Webb, Thomas Smith, death of announced, 

Work, Committee appointed as to diffusion of Masonic Light, and a 


more regular system of labor, &c., (never reported,) 54 

Committee appointed on uniformity of, 75 

Report of, and accepted, 7$, 76 

Charge “ more or less than 3 to be exalted” at one time, refuse 
to construe strictly, 167 

Committee appointed to consider uniformity of, 180 

Hour appointed for exemplification of, 186 

Exemplification of, ,by St. Paul’s Chapter, 193* 200 

Report of Committee on 205 

To be exemplified, 289 
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Committee on, appointed, 1853, 240 

Work to be exemplified at Lexington, 244 

Exemplified, 253, 258 

Verbal report by Comp. Gould, 263 

Comp. Mackey’s minority views, 263 

Whole subject disposed of by laying on table, 165 

Resolutions respecting, laid on the table, 289 

Yeas and nays ordered on appeal resolutions, 180 

taken on striking out Majority on recommendation, 263 

On resolution directing Grand Chapter of New York, to re- 
trace its steps, rejected, 284 

On establishing a representative fund, rejected, 287 
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tV A. Elliott, Detroit, Mich., - - - - 10 “ 

Jerome B. Borden, Providence, R. I., paid, - J 1 copy. 

G. 0. Buntyn, Memphis, Term., paid, - 5 copies. 
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Voice of Masonry, Louisville, Ky. 
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